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PREFACE 


H E Government of the 
Tongue has ever bin juſtly 
reputed one of the mo$ im- 
portant parts of human Re- 
giment. The Philoſopher and the 
Divine equally atteſt this : and S0- 
lomon (who was both) gives his ſuf- 
frage alſo; the perſwaſions to,, and 
encomiums of it , taking up a conſt- 
derable part of his book of Proverbs. 
I ſhall not therefore need to ſay any 


a 2 thing 


The Preface. 
thing, to juflifie my choice of. this | 
ſubjefl, which has ſo much better 
Authorities to commend it. TI ra- 
ther wiſh that it had not the ſuper- 
addition of an accidental fitneſs 
grounded upon the univerſal neglef 
of it ,, it now. ſeeming to be an art 
wholly out-dated. For tho ſome linea- 
ments of it may be met with in 
beoks\,,yet there is ſtarce any foot- 
feeps of it in pradiice,, mhere alone 
it can be ſignificant. The attemt 
therefore of reviving it 1 am ſure 
is (eaſonable, I wiſh it were haif as 
eaſy. 

2. Indeed that Skill was never very 
eaſy , it requiring the greatesF vigi- 
lance and caution , and therefore not 
10 be attain'd by loſe trifling ſpi- 
rits. The Tongue is ſo ſlippery , that 
it 
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it eaſily decedves a drouſy or heedleſs 
guard. Nature ſeems to have given 
it ſome unhappy advantages towards 
that. Tis in its' frame the moſt ready 
for motion of any member, needs nct 
fo much as the flexure of ajeint , and 
by acceſs of humors acquites a plibneſs 
too , the more to facilitate its moving. 
241d alas we too much find the efſe 
of this its eaſy frame ;, it" often goes 
without giving #s warning ; and as 
children when they happen upon a 
rolling engine, can ſet it in ſuch a 
carriere , as wiſer people cannot on a 
ſudden flop; ſo the childiſh parts of 
4, our paſſions , our fancies , all our 
meer animal faculties, can thruft 
our tongues intoſuch diſorders, asour 
reaſon cannct eaſily refify. The due 
managery therefore of this unruly 
member 
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member , may rightly be eſteemed one 
of the greateſt myſteries of Wiſdom 
and Vertue. This is intimated by St. 
James, If any man offend not in 
word, the ſame isa perfe& man, 
and able alſo to bridle the whole 
body, Ja. 3. 2. 75s floried of Bembo 
a primitive Chriſtian , that coming to 
a friend to teach him a Pſalm, he bgg 
gan to him the thirty ninth , I ſail 
I will take heed to my wales, that 
I offend not with my Tongue; »por 
hearing of which firſt verſe, he Stopt his | 
Tutor, ſaying, This is enough for me, if 
[ learn it as | ought ; and being af- 
ter fix months rebuk'd for not com- 
ing again , he replied , that he had 
not yet learnt his firſt leſſon : nay af- 
ter nineteen years he profeſt , that in 
that time be had ſcarce learnt to ful- 


fl 
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e fill that one line. 1pivenot this in- 
N y- flance to diſcourage , but rather to 
4 | quicken men to the fludy ; for a leſe- 
n ' fon that requires fo much time to 
, learn , had need be early begun with. 
c 3. But eſpecially in this ape, 
O wherein the contrary liberty has got 
0 | ſuch aprepoſſeſſon , that men look on 
& it 43a part of their birth-ripht ; nay 
l qo not only let their tongues looſe, but 
ty, Pudiouſly ſuggeſt inordinacies to 
” them, and uſe the ſpur where they 
s ' ſhould the bridle. By this means 
f converſation 5s ſo generally corrupted, 
- | that many have had cauſe to wiſh 
- they had not bin made ſociable crea- 
d tures, Aman ſecluded from company 
- can. have but the Devil and himſelf 
? to temt him; but he that converſes; 
- has almoſt as many ſnares as he has 
[ [9 compa- 


» 
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companions. Men barter vices, and 


as if each had not enough of his own + 
growth, tranſplant out of his neighbors | 
foil, and that which was intended © 


to cultivate and civilize the world, 
has turned it into a wild deſert and 
wilderneſs. 

4. This face of things I confels 
looks not very promiſeng to one who 
is to ſolicite a reformation. But 
whatever the hopes are , I am ſure 
the needs are great enough to juſtify 
the attemt : for as the diſeaſe is Epi- 
demic , fo it is mortal alſo, utterly 
inconſiflent with that pure religion , 
which leads to life. We may take St. 
James's word for it, If any man 
ſeem to be religious, and bridleth 
not his tongue, that mans religion 
is vain, Jam. 1, 26, God knows 

| We 
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we have not much Religion among us : 


'- *tis great pitty we foould fruſtrate 


the little we have , render that utter- 
ly inſignificant , which at the beſt 
amounts to ſo little. Let therefore the 
difficulty and neceſſity of the task , 
prevail with us to take time be- 
fore us , not to defer this ſo neceſſary 
a work "till the night come ; or ima- 
gine that the Tongue will be able to 
expiate its whole age of guilt by a 
feeble Lord have mercy on me at 
the laſt. Tho indeed if that were 
ſuppoſeable, *twere but a broken reed 
to truſt to, none knowing whether 
he ſhall have time or grace for that. 
He may be ſurprized with an Oath, 
a Blaſphemy , a Detradtion in his 
mouth: many have bin ſo. Tis ſure 
there muſt be a dying moment : and 
Low 
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how can any man ſecure himſelfe , it | 


ſhall not be the ſame with that in | 
which he utters thoſe, and his expl- | 
ring breath, be ſo emploied? Sure they | 
cannot think that thoſe incantations 
(tho helliſh enough) can make them 
ſoot free, render them invulnerable 
todeaths darts; and if they have not 
that or ſome other as ridiculous re- 
ſerves, 'tis ſirange what ſhould 
make them run ſuch 4 mad adven+ 
ture. 

5. But I expe it fbould be 0b- 
Jedfted, that this little defpicable Traft 
is not proportionable to the encoun-. 
ter towhich it is brought ; that beſides 
the unskilful managing of thoſe 
points it do's touch ,, it wholly omits 
many proper to the ſubje, there be: 
ing faul1s of the Tongue which it 
paſs 
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paſſes in ſilence. I confeſs there is color 


|. enough for this objetiion. But Ibelieve 


if it were put to votes, more would 


* reſolve I had ſaid too much, rather 


then too little. Should I have en- 
larged to the utmoſt compaſs of this 
Theme, I fbould have made the v0- 
lume of fo affrighting a bulk, that 
few would have attemted it ; and 
by ſaying much I fbould have ſaid 
nothing at all to thoſe who moſt need 
it, Mens flomacs are generally ſo 
queaſie in theſe caſes , that tis not 
ſafe to overload them ;, let them try 


| bow they can digeſt this : if they can 


ſo as to turn it into kindly nuriſh- 
ment , they will be able to ſupply 
themſelves with the remainder. For 
T think I may with ſome confidence 
affirm , that he that can confine his 
| Tongue 
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Tongue within the limits here pre- 


Fr ib'd, may without much difficulty Tee | 


frrain its other excurſions. AII I ſhall | 
beg of the Reader, is but th come with 
fencere intentions, and then-perhaps 
theſe few Stones and Sling. uſed in 
the Name, and with invocation of the 
Lotd of Hoſts., may countervail the 
muſſive armour, of the uncircumciſed 
Philiftin; And may that God who 
loves to magnifie his power in weak- 


neſs , give it the like ſucceſs. 
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Of the Vſe of Speech, 


AN at his firſt creation was 
ſubſtituted by God as his 
Vicegerent, to receive the 
homage, and enjoy the ſer- 

vices of all inferior beings : nay farther 

was endowed with excellencies fit to 
maintain the port of ſo vaſt an Empire. 

Yer thoſe very excellencies , as they qualt- 


. fied him for dominion, fo they unhitted 
A him 


— 
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him for ſatisfattion or acquieſcence in 
thoſe his vaſlals: the dignity of his na- 
rare ſet him above the ſociety or con- 
verſe of meer animals; ſo that in all the 
pomp of his roialty, amidit all the thron 
and variety of creatures, he ſtill remain” 
ſolitary. But God who knew what an 
appetite of ſociety he had implanted in 
him, judged this no agreeable ſtate for 
him, It x not meet that man Should be 
alone. Gen. 2. 18. And as in the univer- 
ſal frame of nature, he mgraffed ſuch an 
abhorrence of vacuity, that all creatures 
do rather ſubmit to a preternatural mo» 
tion then admit it, ſo, in this emty, this 
deſtitute condition of man , he relieved 
him by a miraculous expedient, divided 
him that he might unite him, and made 
one part of him an aſſociate for the 0- 
ther. 

2. NEITHER did God take this care 
to provide him a companion, meerly tor 
the entercourlſes of Senſ: : had that bin 
the ſole aim, there needed no new pro- 
duttions, there were ſenſitive creatures 
enough : the deſign was to entertain his 
nobler principle, his reaſon, with a more 
equal converic, aſſign him an intimate, 
whoſe intellett as much correſponded 
wath 
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with his , as did the outward form, whoſe 
heart, according to Jo/omons reſemblance, 
anſwered his, As in water face anſwers 
face. Prov. 27. 19. with whom he 
might communicate minds, trathc and 
enterchange all the notions and ſfenti- 
ments of a reaſonable foul. 

3. Bur tho there were this ſympathy 
in their ſublimer part which diſpoſed them 
to the moſt intimate union ; yer there was 
acloud of fleſh in the way which inter- 
cepted their mutual view , nay permitted 
no intelligence between them, other 
then by the mediation of ſome Organ® 
equally commenſurate to foul and body, 
And to this purpoſe the infinite witdom 
of God ordained Speech ; which as it is a 
found reſulting from the modulation of 
the Air , has moſt affinity to the ſpirit, 
bur as it is uttered by the Tongue, has 
immediate cognation with the bedy, and 
fo is the fitteſt inſtrument ro manage a 
commerce between the rational yer in vi- 
fible powers of human ſouls clothed in 
fleſh. | 

4. AND as we have reafon to admire 
the excellency of this contrivance, io 
have we to applaud the extenſivencls of 
the benefit, From this it 1s we derive all 
A 2 the 
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the advantages of ſociety : without this 
men of the neareſt neighborhood would 
have ſignified no more to each other 
then our e Antipodes now do to us. All 
our arts and ſciences for the accommo- 
dation of this life, had remain'd only a 
rude Chaos 1n their firſt matter, had not 
ſpeech by a mutual comparing of notions 
ranged them into order. By this it is 
we can give one another notice of our 
wants, and follicite reliet; by this we inter» 
changable communicate adviſes, reproots, 
conſolations, all the neceſſary aids of hu+ 
man imbecillity. This is that wluch paſ- 
ſeſſes us of the moſt valuable bleſſing of 
human life, I mean Friendſhip, which 
could no more have bin contracted a- 
mongſt dumb men, then it can between 
pictures and ſtatues. Nay farther to this 
we owe in a great degree the intereſts 
even of- our ſpiritual being, - all the oral, 
yea and written revelations too of Gods 
will : tor had there bin no language there 
had bin no writing. And tho we muſt not 
pronounce how far God might have evi- 
denced himſelf ty mankind by immediate 
inſpiration of every individual, yet we 
may ſafely reſt in the Apoſtles inference 
Rom, 10. 14. How hall they believe in 

im 
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him of «hom they have not heard , and how 
shall they hear without a preacher ? 

5. From all theſe excellent uſes of it in 
reſpe&t of man, we may colle& another 
in relation to God, that is , the prazfing 
and magniſjing his gaodnelſs, as for all 
other ettetts of his bounty , ſo particularly 
that he hath given us language, and all 
the conſequent advantages of it. Thisis 
the juſt inference of the ſon of Syrach 
Ecclus. 51. 22. The Lord hath gruen me 4 
tongue,and I will praiſe him therewith. This 
is the ſacrifice which God calls for ſo of- 
ten by the Prophets, the Calves of our 
lips, which anſwers to all the ob/ations 
out of the herd, and which the Apoſtle 
makes equivalent tv thoſe of the floor and 
winepreſs alſo , Heb» 13. 15. The fruit of 
our lips , gruing thanks to his name. To this 
we frequently find the Pſalmiſt exciting 
both himſelf and others, _,Awake up my 
glory, I will give thanks unto thee, Q Lord, 
emong the people , and I will ſing unto thee 
among the nations. Pal. 57. 9. 10. And 
O praiſe the Lord ith me , and let us mas 
gnify his name together, Plal. 34.3. And in- 
deed who ever oblerves that excellent ma- 
gazine of Devotion, the book of Plalms, 
ſhall tind that che Lands make up a very 
great part of 1t, 6. Br 
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6. By what hath bin ſaid, we may de- 
fine what are the grand Uſes of ſpeech, 
viz. the glorifying of God, and the be- 
nefiting of men. And this helps us to 
an infallible teſt by which to try our 
words. For ſince every thing is ſo tar ap- 

yable as it anſwers the end of its be- 
ing, what part ſoever of our diſcourſes 

not with theſe primitive ends of 
fpccch, will not hold weight in the bal. 
knce of the ſanQtuary. It will therefore 
nearly concern us to enter upon this ſcru. 
tiny, to bring our words to this touch- 
fone: for tho in our depraved eſtimate the 
CO of Language is more regard- 
cd then the innocence, tho we think our 
words vaniſh with the breath that utters 
them, yet they become records in Gods 
Court, arelaid up in his Archives as wit- 
neſſes either for, or againſt us: for he who 
1s truth it ſelf hath told us, that By thy 
words thou Shalt be juſtified, and by thy 
wards thou shalt be condemn'd. Mat. 12.37. 
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Of the manifold Abuſe of 
Speech, 


I, N D now fince the original de- 

ſigns of ſpeaking are ſo noble, 
ſo advantageous , one would be apt to 
conclude no rational creature would be 
temted to pervert them , ſince tis ſure 
he can ſubſtitute none for them, that can 
equally conduce, either to his honor, or 
intereſt, 

2. YET experience (that great baffler 
of ſpeculation) allures us the thing is roo 
poſlible, and brings in all ages marrer of 
fat to confute our ſuppoſitons. So lia- 
ble alas is ſpeech to be depraved, that the 
Scripture deſcribes it as the ſource of all 
our. other depravation. Original fin came 
firſt out at the mouth by ſpeaking, before 
it entred in by eating. The firlt uſe we 
find Eve to have made of her language, 
wasto enter parly with the' temter, and 
from thar to become a temter to her huſ- 
band. And immedaatly upon the fall, guilty 
Adam frames his tongue to a frivolous ex- 
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culc, which was much lels able co cover 
his ſin then the fig-leaves were his naked. 
neſs. And as in the infancy of the firſt 
world, the tongue had licked up the ve- ' 
nem of the old ſerpent, ſo neither could 
the Deluge waſh it off in the ſecond, No 
ſooner was that ſmall colony ( where- 
with the depopulated earth was to be re- 
planted) come forth of the Ark, but we 
meet with Cham a delator to his own fa- 
ther, inviting his brethren to that execra- 
ble ſpetacle of their parents nakednelſs. 

3. Nox did this only run in the blood 
of that accurſed Perſon, the holy ſeed was 
not totally free from its infeion , even 
the Patriarchs themſelves were not ex- 
cmt. Abraham vlecd a repeted collufi- 
on inthe caſe of his wife, and expoſed his 
own integrity to preſerve her chaſtity, 
Tſaac the heir of his bleſſing, was ſon of 
his infirmity alſo, and afted over the ſame , 
ſcene upon Rebecca's account. Facob.ob- 
tain'd his fathers bleſſing by a flat he. 
Simeon and Levi (pake nor only _—_ but 
inſidiouſly, nay hypocritically, abuling at 
once their proſclytes, and their religion , 
for the effefting their cruel deſigns upon 
the Sichemites. Moſes tho a man of an un« 


parelle!l'd meeknelſs , yet ſpake —_ 
| wit 
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with his lips, Pſalm. 106. 33. David ut- 
tered a bloody vow againſt Nabal, ſpake 
* <words ſmoother then oil to Uriah, when he 
had don him one injury, and defign'd him 
another. Twere endleſs to reckon up 
choſe ſeveral inſtances the old Teſtament 
gives us of theſe lapſes of the Tongue : 
neither want there divers in the new ; 
tho there is one of ſo much horror, as ſ- 
perſedes the naming more, I mean that 
of St. Peter in his reitcratcd abjuring his 
Lord, a crime which (abſtracted from the 
intention) ſeems worſe then that of Fudas: 
that traitor owned his relation, cried Ma- 
_ fter Maſter, even when he betraicd him, 

ſo that had he bin meſured only by his 
tongue, he might have paſt for the better 
diſciple. 

4. THESE are ſad inſtances, not re- 
corded to patronize the lin, but to ex- 
cite our caution, It was a politic infe- 
rence: of the elders of Iſrael in the caſe of 
Jehu, Behold two Kines ſtood not before 
him, how then shall we ſtand? 2 King. 10. 
And we may well apply it to this: it per- 
ſons of ſo circumſpett a picty have bin 
thus overtaken , what ſecurity can there 
be for our wretchleſs oſcitancy ? If 
thoſe who kept their mouths as it were 
with 
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with a bridle, Pla. 39. 1. could not alwaies 
preſerve them innocent , to what guilts 
may not our unreſtrained licentious 
tongues hurry us? Thoſe which as the : 
Pſalmiſt ſpeaketh Pſlam. 73. 9. go thro 
the world, are in that unbounded ran 
very likely to meet with him who walks 
the ſame round. Job. 2.2.1nd by him be 
tuned and ſet to his key, be ſcrued and 
wreſted from their proper uſe, and made 
ſubſervient to his vileſt deſigns. 

5. AND would God this were only a 
probable ſuppoſition ! But alas experience 
ſupplants the uſe of conjeCture in the 
point: we do not only preſume it ma 
be ſo, but aftually find it is fo ; for amidf 
the univerſal depravation of our Faculties, 
there 1s none more notorious then that 
of ſpeech, Whither ſhall -we curn us to 
find it in its priſtine integrity? Amidſt that 
infinity of words in which we exhauſt our 
breath, how few are there which do at 
all correſpond with the original deligna- 
tion of ſpeech, nay which do not flatly 
contradict it? To what unholy, uncha- 
ritable purpoſes 1s that uſeful faculty per- 
verted? That which was meant to ſerve 
as the perfume of the tabernacle, to ſend 
up the incenſes of praiſes and praiers, 
now 
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now exhales in imp1ous vapors, to eclipſe, 
if it were poſlible, the Ci of light. 
That which ſhould be the ſtorc-houſe of 
relief and refreſhment to our brethren, is 
become a magazine of all offenſive wea- 
pons againſt them, ſpears and arrows and 
Sharp ſwords, as the Pſalmilt often phraſes 
it, We do not only fall by the ſlip- 
perineſs of our tongues, but we delibe- 
rately diſcipline and train them to miſ- 
chief. Ie bend our tongues as our bows 
for lies ,as the Prophet ſpeaks , Jer. 9. And 
in a word, what God affirmed of the old 
world 1n relation to thoughts, is too ap- 
pliable to our words , they are evil and 
that continually, Gen. 6. 5. and thar 
which was intended for the inſtrument , 
the aid of human ſociety , 1s become the 
diſturber, the peſt of ir. 

6. I ſhall not attemt a particular dil- 
cuſſion of all the vices of the Tongue. Ic 
doth indeed paſs allGeography to draw an 
exact Map of that wor/d of in\quiey z 45 Of, 
Zames calls it. I ſhall only draw the great- 
er lines, and diſtribute it into its principal 
and more eminent parts, which zre diſtin- 

uiſhable as they relate to God, our 
eighbor, and our Selves: in each of 
which I ſhall rather make an eflay by 
B 2 way 
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way of inſtance, then atremt an exaGt 
enumeration or ſurvey. 


SECT. III. 


Of Atheiſtical Diſcourſe. 


3. I Begin with thoſe which relate to 
God, this poor deſpicable member 
the tongue being of ſuch a gigantic inſo- 
lence tho not ſize, as even to make war _ 
with heaven. Tis true every diſordered 
ſpeech doth remotely ſo, as it isa violation 
of Gods law , but I now ſpeak only of 
thoſe which as it were attaque his perſon, 
ang. immediately fly in the face of Omni- 
potency. In the higheſt rank of theſe we 
may well place all Artheiſtical Diſcourſe, 
whuch 1s that bold fort of rebellion, which 
ſtrikes not only at kis Autority , but him- 
ſelf. Other blaſphemics leyel ſome at one 
Attribute, ſome another, but this by a 
more compendious impiecty , ſhoots at 
his very being; and as if it ſcorn'd thoſe 
—_ guilts, ſets up a ſingle monſter 
ig epough to deyour them all : for all in- 
terior 
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ferior profanenels is as much outdated 
by Atheiſm, as 15 religion it cl. 

2. TimE was when the inveightng a- 
gainſt this, would haye bin thought a very 
1mpertinent ſubjett in a Chriſtian nation, 
and men would have replied upon me as 
the Spartan Lady did , when ſhe was asK'd 
what was the puniſhment tor adultereſles, 
There areno ſuch things here. Nay even 
amongſt the moſt barbarous people, at 
could have concerned but ſome tew 
ſingle perſons, no numbers, much leſs ſo- 
cicties of men, having ever excluded the 
belief of a Deity. And perhaps it may at 
this day concern them as little as ever ; 
for amidſt the various Deities and wor- 
Ships of thoſe remoter nations, we have 
yet no account of any that renounced all. 

is only our light hata ſo blinded us: fo 
that God may upbraid us as hc did Ifra- 
el, Hath a nation changed their gods 
which yet are nogods ? but my people have 
changed their glory for that hich doth 
not profit. Jer, 2. 11. This madneſs is 
now the incloſure, the peculiarity of thoſe, 
who by their names and inſtitution should 
be Chriſtians: as if that natural Apho- 
riſm, That when things are at the height 
they muſt fall again, had place here alloy 
and 
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and our being of the moſt excellent, moſt 
elevated religion, were but the prepara» 
Uve to our being of none. 
3. Tis indeed deplorable to fee, how 
the profeſſors of no God begin to vie ' 
numbers with all the differing perſwaſtons 
i religion , ſo thac Atheiſm ſeems to be 
the gulph that finally ſwallows up all our 
Secs. It has ſtruck on a ſudden into ſuch 
2 reputation , that it ſcorns any longer to 
feulk , but own's it ſelf more publicly 
then moſt men dare do the contrary. Tis 
ſet down in the ſeat of the ſcorner, and 
fince it cannot argue, r-vlves to laugh all 
Picty out of countenance,and having ſeiz- 
ed the mint, nothing ſhall paſs for wit - 
that hath nor its ſtamp , and with it there 
is no mettle of ſo baſe an alloy, bur shall 
go current. Every the dulleſt creature 
that can bur ſtoutly diſclaim his Maker, 
has by it ſufficiently ſecured its ritle to in- 
genuity; and ſuch meſures being once 
eſtablished, no wonder at its sholes of pro- 
felytes, when it gives at the one hand l1i- 
cenſe to all ſenſual inordinances, permits 
them to be as much beaſts as they will, or 
can , and yet tells them on the other , that 
they are the more men for it. Sure tis not 
ftrange that a hook thus doubly baited 
Should 
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thould catch many. Either of thole al- 
lurements ſingle, we ſee has force enough. 


;* The charms of ſenſuality are fo faſcina- 


ting, that even thoſe who believe another 
world, and the ſevere revenges that will 
there attend their luxuries, yet chuſe to 
take them in preſent with all cheir diſmal 
reverſions. And then ſure it cannot bur 
be very good news to ſuch a one to be 
told, that that after-reckoning is but a 
falſe alarm: and his great willingneſs to 
have it true, will eaſily incline him to 
believe it 1s fo. And doubtleſs were A- 
theiſm traced up to its firſt cauſes, this 
would be found the moſt operative. Tis 


6 convenient for a man that will have 


no God to controul or reſtrain him, 
to have none to puniſh him neither , 
that that urility paſſes into Argument; 
and he will rather put a cheat upon his 
underſtanding by concluding there 1s no 
future account, then leave ſuch a ſting in 
his pleſures, as the remembrance of it muſt 
needs prove. This ſeems to vc the ort- 
ginal and firſt riſe of this iumpiety, 1t be- 
ing impoſſible for any man thar ices the 
whole, nay but the ſmalleſt part of che 
Univerſe, to doubt of a firſt and ſupreme 
Being , until from the conſciouſneſs » 
1s 
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his provocations , it become his intereſt 
there ſhould be none. 

4. T 11s is indeed, conſidering the de- | 
pravation of the world, a pretty faſt te- 
nure for Atheiſm to hold by ; yet it has | 
of late twiſted its cord, and got that 0- 
ther ſtring to its bow we before mention- 
ed. Its bold monopolizing of wit and 
reaſon compells , as the other invited 
men. This we may indeed call the devils 
preſs,by which he hath filled up his troops. 
Men are afraid of bcing reproched for ſil- 
ly and irrational, in giving themſelves up 
to a blind belief of what rhey do not ſee: 
and this bugbcar frights them from © 
their religion, reſolving they will be no 
fools for Chri#fs ſake, 1. Cor. 4. 10.1 dare ' 
appeal to the breaſts of many in this Age, 
whether this have not bin one of the moſt 
prevalent temtations with them to eſ- 
poule the tenet: and tho perhaps they at 
firſt crook it up, only in their own de- 
tence , for fear of being thought fools 
yet that fear ſoon converts into ambiti- 
on of being thought wits. They do not 
fatisfy themſelves with deſerting their re- 
lIigion, unleſs they revile it alſo; remem- 
bring how themiclves were laught our of 
it, they eſſay to do the like by others. ”y 
o 
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ſo zealous propugners are they of their 
negative Creed, that they are importu- 
nately diligent to inſtru men in it, 
and in all the litcle ſophiſtrics and colors 
for defending it : fo that he that would 
meſure the opinions by their induſtry 
and the remiſlneſs of believers, would 
certainly think that the great intereſts of 
Eternity lay wholly on their ſide. Yet I 
rake not this for any argument of the 
confidence of this perſwalton , but the 
contrary : for we know they are not the 
ſecure, but the deſperate undertakings, 
wherein men arc moſt delirous of part- 
ners, and there is ſomewhat of horror 


* 1n an uncouth way, which makes men 


unwilling to travail it alone, 

5. Txt truth 1s,tho theſe men ſpeak big, 
and preſcribe as poſitively to their pu« 
pils, as if they had ſome counter reve- 
lation to confute thoſe both of Moſes and 
Chriſt, yet were their ſecret thoughts laid 
open, there would ſcarce be found the 
like aſſurance there. I will not ſay ro what 
reprobate ſenſe ſome particular perſons 
may have provoked God to deliver them, 
bur in the generality, I believe one may 
affirm, that chere is ſeldom an infidel! 


; fo ſanguine as to exclude all fears, Their 


moſt 
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moſt bold Theſis, That there is no God, 
no judgment, no hell, is often met with 
an inward tremulous Hypotheſis, What 
if there be ? I dare in this remit me to 
themſelves, and challenge (not their con- 
iciencies, who profeſs to have none, but) 
their natural ingenuity to ſay , whether 
they haye not ſometimes ſuch damps 
and ſhiverings within them. If they $hall 
fay, that thelc are but the reliques of pre- 
poſleſlion and education , which their 
reaſon ſoon diſlipates, Let me then ask 
them farther , whether they would not 
really give a conſiderable ſum to be infal. 
libly aſcertain'd there were no ſuch thing ; 


now no ſenſible man would give a far. * 


thing to be ſecured from a tlung which 
his reaſon tells him is 1mpoſlible : there- 


- 


fore if they would give any thing (as I. 


dare ſay they cannot deny to themſelves 
that they would) tis a tacite demonſtrati- 
on that they are not ſo ſure as they pre- 
tend to be. 

6. I might here join iſſue upon the 
whole , and preſs them with the unrea- 
ſonableneſs, the dilingenuouſneſs of em- 
bracing a profeſſion to which their own 
hearts have an inward reluctance , nay 


the imprudence of goycrning their lives . 


by 
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by that poſition, which for ought they 
know may be ( nay they aQually fear 
is) falſe, and if it be, muſt inevitably 
immerſe them 1n endleſs ruin. Bur F 
muſt remember my deſign l:mits me 
only to the faults of the Tongue, and 
therefore I muſt not follow this chaſe be- 
yond thoſe bounds, I ſhall only extend 
it to my proper ſubjett, thac of Achei- 
ſtical talk , wherein they make as mad an 
adventure as in any other of their enor- 
mous praCtices, nay perhaps in ſome re- 
ſpetts a worle. 

7. In thefirſt place tis to be conſider- 


. ed, that if there bea God, he, as well as 


men, may be provoked by our words as 
well as deeds. Secondly tis poſltble he 
may be more, Our ill deeds may be don 
upon a vehement impulſe of remtation ; 
ſome profitor pleſures may tranfport and 
hurry us, and they may at lcaſt have this 
alleviation, that we did chem to pleaſe 
or advantage our ſelves, not to fpight 
God: but Atheiftical words cannot be fo 
palliated : they arc arrows dire&tly ſhot 
againſt heaven, and can come out of 
no quiver but malice; for tis certain 
there never was man that ſaid, There was 


* noGod, buthe wiſhed ir firſt. We know 


C 2 what 
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what an enhancement our injuries to each 
other receive from their being malicious: 
and ſure they will do ſo much more to 
God , whoſe principal demand from us 1s, 
that we give him our heart. But third- 
ly this implies a malice of the higheſt 
fort. Human ſpight is uſually confined 
within ſome bounds , aims ſomerimes at 
the goods, ſometimes at the fame, at 
moſt bur at the lite of our neighbor : but 
here 1s an accumulation of all thoſe, 
back't with the moſt prodigious inſolence, 
Tis God only that has power of annihi- 
lation, and we ( vile worms ) ſeek here 
to ſteal that incommunicable right, and _ 
retort it upon himſelf, and by an anti- 
creative power would unmake him who 
has made us. Nay laſtly, by this we have 
not only the utmoſt guilt of ſingle rebels, 
but we become ring-leaders allo , draw 
in others to that accurfed aſſaciation ; 
for tis only this liberty of Diſcourſe that 
hath propagated Atheiſm. The Devil 
might perhaps by inward ſuggeſtions 
have drawn here and there a ſingle Pro- 
ſelyte, but he could never have had ſuch 
numbers, had he not uſed ſome as de- 

£o1es to enſnare others. 
8. AND now let the brisk Atheiſt a * 
lirtle 
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lietle conſider , what all theſe aggravations 
will amount to. Twas good counſel was 

iven to the Athenians. to be very ſure 
Philip was dead , before they expreſt their 
Joy at his death, leſt they might find him 
alive to revenge that haſty trumph. And 
the like I may give to theſe men, Let 
them be very ſure there 1s no God, be- 
fore they preſume thus to dety him , left 
they find him at laſt aflert lus being in 
their deſtrudtion. Certainly nothing leſs 
then a Demonſtration can juſtify the rea» 
ſonableneſs of ſuch a daring. And when 
they can produce that, _ have fo far 


, outgon all the comprehenſions of man- 


kind, they may well challenge the liberty 
of their 'Tongue, and ſay, They are their 
own, who is Lord over them, Plal. 12. 4. 

9. Bur till this be don, twere well 
they would ſoberly balance the hazards 
of this liberty with the gains of it. The 
hazards are of the moſt dreadful kind, 
the gains of the ſlighteſt : rhe moſt 1s 
but a vain applauſe of wit for an 1mp1ious 
jeſt, or of reaſon for a deep conliderer: 
and yet even for that they muſt in- 
croach on the Devils right too, who is 
commonly the promter, and therefore 


* if there be any credit in it may juſtly 


R challenge 
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challenge ir. Indeed tis to be fear'd he 
will at laſt prove the maſter wit, when |, 
as for thoſe little loans he makes them , he 
gets their fouls in mortgage. Would God 
they would confider betimes, what a wo- 
ful raillery that will be , which for ought 
they know may end in gnashing of teeth. 

10. Txx next impiety of the Tongue 
is Swearing , that foolish ſin which- plaies 
the Platonic to damnation, and courts 
it purcly for its felt, without any of the 
appendant allurements which other fins 
have: a vice which for its guilt may juſti- 
fy the ſharpeſt, and for its cuſtomarineſs 
the frequenteſt inveCtives which can be . 
made againſt it : but it has bin aſſaulted 
fo often by better pens, and has shewed 
it ſelf ſo much proof againſt all Homily, 
that it is as needleſs as diſcouraging a task 
for me to attemt it. Tis indeed a thing 
taken-up fo perfetly without all ſenſe, 
that tis the teſs wonder to find it main- 
rain its ſelf upon the ſame principle tis 
founded, and continue in the ſame defi- 
ance to reaſon wherein it began, 

11. ALL therefore that I shall ſay con- 
cerning 1t, isto expreſs my wonder how 
it has made ashift to twiſt it ſelf with the 
former fin of Atheiſm, by which ac * 

d cordiyg 


Sect, III. Of Atheiſtical Diſcourſe. 23 
cording to all rules of realoning it ſeems 
to be ſuperſeded: and yet we ſee none 
own God more in their oaths, then thoſe 
that diſayow him 1a their other diſcourſe: 
nay ſuch men ſwear not only to ſwell their 
language, and make it ſound more full 
-- bluſtring, but even when they moſt 
deſire to be believed. What an abſur- 
dity of wickednels is this? Is there a God 
to ſwear by , and 1s there none to believe 
in, none to pray to? We call it frenzy 
to ſee a man fight with a Shadow : bur 
ſure tis moxe ſo, to invoke it, Why 
then do theſe men of reaſon make ſuch 
ſolemn appeals ( for ſuch every oath is ) 


* to a meer Chimera and Phantaſm? Ir 


would make one think they had ſome 
inward belief of a Deity , which they 
upon ſurprizal thus blurt out : if it argue 
not this, it does ſomething worſe, and 


| becomes an evidence how much the ap. 


pearance of a fin recommends it to them, 
that they thus catch at it, without Cxa- 
mining how it will conſiſt with another 
they hike better. Thele are indeed whole- 
ſale chapmen to Satan, that do not truck 
and barter one crime for another, but take 
the whole herd: and tho by reafon of 


. their diſagreeing kinds they are apt to 


, gore 
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gore and worry cach other, yer he till 
keeps up his old policy, and will not ler 
one Devil caſt out another. A league ) 
ſhall be made between the moſt diſcor. 
dant ſins, and there ſhall be a God, or 
there ſhall be none, according as opportu- 
nity ſerves to provoke him : fo aſſu- 
ming to himſelf a power which even 
Omnipotence diſclaims, the reconciling 
contradictions. And he ſucceedes in it as far 
as his concern reaches : for tho he cannot 
ſolve the repugnancies in reaſon , yet as 
long as he can unite the ſins in mens pra- 
Rice, he has his deſign, nay has at once 
the gain and the ſport of fooling theſe 
great pretenders to ratiocination. 

12. A third fort of impious diſcourſe 
there 1s, which yet is bottom'd on the moſt 
facred , I mean thoſe profane paraphra- 
ſes, that are uſually made upon the holy ' 
Text, many making, it the ſubject of their 
cavils, and others of their mirth. Some do 
it out of the former Atheiſtical principle, 
and I cannot but confeſs they att conſo- 
nantly to themſelves in it:for tis but a need- 
ful artifice for men to diſparage thoſe teſti- 
monies, which they fear may be brought 
againſt them. But there arc others who 


not only profels a God, but alſo own + 
the 
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the ſacred Scripture tor his word, and 

et uſe it as courlly as the others. And 
theſe I confeſs, are riddles of profane- 
neſs, that hang, as ſome have pictured 
Solomon , between heaven and hell , bor- 
row the Chriſtians faith , and the Arheiſts 
drollery upon it: and tis hard to fay in 
which they are more in carneſt, Ir 1s 
indeed ſcandalous to (ce, to what deſpi- 
cable uſes thoſe holy Oracles are put: 
ſuch as ſhould a Heathen obſerve,he would 
little ſuſpe& them to be own'd by us as 
the rule of our religion, and could never 
think they were ever meant for any 
thing beyond a whetſtone for wit. One 
tries his Logic upon them, and objetts to 
the ſenſe; another his Rhetoric, and 
quarrels at the phraſe ; a third his con- 
trivance, and thinks he could have 
woven the parts with a b2tter contexture : 
never conſidering,, that unleſs they could 
conftute the Divinity of their original, all 
theſe accuſations are nothing elle bur di- 
rect blat:phemy, the making God /uch a one 
as themſetyes, Pfal. 50. 21. and charging 
him with thoſe detects which are indeed 
their own. They want learning or 1n- 
duſtry to ſound the depth of thoſe ſacred 
treſures, and therefore - they decry the 


D Scripture 
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Scripture as mean and poor and to juſtt- 
fy their, own wiſdom, diſpute Gods, 
This 1s as if the mole ſhould complain the 
ſun is dark, becauſe he dwells under 
ground , and ſecs not his ſplendor. Men 
are indeed in all inſtances apt to ſpeak 
ill of all things they underſtand not, but 
in none more then this. Their ignorance 
of locall cuſtoms, Idioms of language , 
and ſeveral other circumſtances, renders 
them incompetent judges , ( as has bin 
excellently evinced by a late Author, ) 
Twill therefore befit them, either to 
w=_ themſelves better, or to ſpare their 


\ 


Lo 


riticiſms. But upon the whole, I think | 


I may challenge any ingenuous man, to 
produce any writing of that antiquity , 
whoſe phraſe and genius 1s fo accomo- 
dated ro all ſucceſſions of ages. Styles and 
waics of addrels we know grow obſo- 
lete, and are almoſt antiquated as gar- 
ments: and yet after fo long a tratt of 
time, the Scripture muſt ( by confider- 
ing men ) be confeſt to {peak not only 
properly, bur ofren politely and ele- 
gantly ro the preſent age: a great argu- 
ment that it is the dictate of him thats, 
The ſame yefilerday to day and for ever. 
Heb, 13. 7. 

13. But 
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13. BurT beſides thele more folemn 
traducers, there are a lighter ludicrous 
ſort of protaners, who uſe. the Scri- 
pture as they do odd ends of plaies, to 
furniſh our their jeſts; clothe all their lit- 
tle impertinent conceits 1n its language, 
and debaſe it by the mixture of ſuch mi- 
ſerable trifles, as themſelves would be a- 
ſhamed of, were they not hightned and 
inſpirited by that profaneneſs. A bible 
phraſe ſerves them in diſcourſe as the 
haut-gouſt do's in diet, to give a reliſh 
to the molt inſipid ſtuff. And wereit not 
for this magazine, a great many mens 
raillery would want ſupplies: fox there 
are divers who make a great noiſe of 
wit , that would be very mute if this 
one Topic were barr'd them. And in- 
deed it ſeems a tacite confeſſion , that 
they have lirtle of their own, when they 
are fain thus to commit facriledg to drive 
on the trade. But ſure tis a putiful pre- 
tence to ingenuity that can be thus kept 
up , there being little need of any other 
faculty but memory to be able to cap 
Texts. I am ſure ſuch repetitions out 
of other books would be thought pedan- 


tic and filly. How ridiculous would a 


« man be; that ſhould alwaics cntcrlard his 


D 2 diſcourle 
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D.icourſe with fragments of Horace, or 
Virgil, or the Aphoriſms of Pythago- 
ras, or Seneca? Now tis too evident , 
that it is not from any ſuperlative eſteem 
of ſacred Writ, that it 1510 often quo- +. 
ted : and why should it then be thought a 
ſpecimen of wit to do it there , when tis 
folly in other inſtances? T he truth is, 
tis 10 much the reſerve of thoſe who can 
give no better Teſtimony of their parts, 
that me thinks upon that very ſcore it 
ſhould be given over by thoſe that can, 
And ſure were it poſlible tor any thing 
that is ſo bad to grow unfashionable , the 
world has had enough of this to be cloi- 
ed with it: but how fond foever men 
are of this divertiſement , twill figall 
prove that mirth Solomon ſpeaks of, 
which ends in heavineſs, Prov. 14. 13. 
for certainly whether we eſtimate it ac- 
cording to human or divine meſures, 1t 
muſt be a high provocation of God. 

14. LET any of us but pur the caſe in 
our own perſons: ſuppole we had writ- 
ten to a friend, to advertiſe him of things 
of the greateſt importance to himſelf, 
had given him ample and exact inſtru- 
ctions, back'd them with carneſt exhorta- 
tions and conjurings not to negle& his 
own 
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own concern , and laſtly enforced all 
with the moſt moving expreſlions of 
kindneſs and tenderneſs to him: ſuppoſe, 
I ſay , that after all this, the next news 
we ſhould hear of that letter, were to 
have it put in doggrel rime, to be made 
ſport for the rabble, or at beſt have the 
moſt eminent phraſes of it pickt out and 
made a common by-word : I would 
fain know how any of us would relent 
ſuch a mixture of ingratitude and con- 
tumely. I think I need make no minute 
application. The whole deſign of the 
Bible do's ſufficiently anſwer , nay out- 
go the firſt part of the parallel, and 
God knows our vile uſage of it do's 
too much ( I fear too litterally ) adapt 
the latter. And if we think the affront 
too baſe for one of us, can we bclieve 
God will cake it in good part ? That were 
to make him not only more ſtupid then 
any man, but as much fo as the heathen 
Idols, that have ezes and fee not, Plalm. 
IIs. 5. And tis ſure the higheſt madneſs 
in the world, for any man that believes 
that there is a God, to imagine he wall 
finally fit down by fuch ulage. 

15. Bur if we weigh it in the ſcale of 
religion; the crime will yet appear more 
hcinous 
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heinous. Meer natural Piety has taught 
men to receive the Reſponſes of their 
Gods with all poſlible veneration. What 
applications had the Delphic Oracle 
from all parts, and from all ranks of 
men ? What confidence had they in its 
prediction , and what obedience did 
they pay to its advice? If we look next 
into the Moſaical Occonomy , we ſhall 
fee with what dreadful Solemnities 
that Law was promulged , what an aw- 
ful reyerence was paid to the mount 
whence it iſſued, how it was fenced from 
any rude intruſions either of men or 
beaſts: and after it was written 1n tables, 
all the whole equipage of the Tabernacle, 
was deſign'd only tor its more decent re- 
politory, the Ark it ſelf receiving its 
value only for what it had in cuſtody. 
Yea ſuch a hallowing influence had it, 
as transfuſed a relative ſan&tity even to 
the meaneſt utenſils, none of which were 
after to be put to common uſes: the ve- 
ry perfume was ſo peculiar and facred, 
that it was a capital crime to imitate the 
compoſition, Afterwards when more 
of the divine revelations was committed 
to writing , the Jews were ſuch ſcrupu- 


lous reverers of it, that twas the buſineſs 
of 
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of the Maſorites, tro number not only 
the ſections and lines, but even the 
words and letters of the old Teſtament, 
that by that exaCt calculation they might 
the better ſecure it from any ſurreptitious 
practices. 

16. ANvÞ ſure the new Teſtament is 
not of leſs concern then the old : nay the 
Apoſtle aſſerts it to be of far greater, and 
which we ſhall be more accountable for, 
For if the word ſpoken by Angels were ſleds 
faſt, and every tranſereſſion and diſobedi- 
ence received a juſt recompence , how shall 
we eſcape if we neglect ſo great Salvation, 
which at the firſt vegan 10 be ſpoken to 1s 
' by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us 
by them that heard him? Heb. 2. 23. 
And it is in another place the inference 
of the ſame Apoſtle, from the excellency 
of the Golpel above the Law , that we 
Should ſerve God acceptably with reve- 
rence and godly fear, Heb. 12. 28. And 
certainly tis bur an ll eſſay of that reve- 
rence and godly tear, to uſe that very 
Goſpel ſo irreverently and ungodly as 
men now do. If we paſs trom the Apo- 
ſtolic to the next ſucceeding ages of the 
Church, we find the Primitive Chriſti- 
ans lookt on their Bibles as their moſt 

important 
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important treſure, Such was the out- 


ward reſpeas they paid to them, ( of | 


which the ſtanding up at the — of |} 


the Goſpel , ſtill in uſe among us, is a faint 
memorial ) that the heathen perſecutors 
made it one part of their examination 
of the Chriſtians brought to their tribu- 
nals, What thoſe books were which they 
adored while they read them? Such was 
their intimate eſteem, that they expoſed 
all things elſe to the rapine of their ene- 
mics , ſo they might ſecure thoſe volumes. 


Nor was this only an heroic piece of | 


zeal in ſome, bur indiſpenſably requi- 
red of all : infomuch that when in the 
heat of perſecution, they were com- 
manded to deliver up their Bibles to be 
burnt, the Church gave no indulgence 
for that neceſſity of the times, but exhort- 
ed men rather to deliver up their lives: 
and thoſe whoſe courage failed them 1n 
the encounter, were not only branded 
by the infamous name of Traditors , but 
ſeparated from the communion of the 
faichftul , and not readmitted till after 
many years of the ſevereſt penance. 

17. 1 havegiven this briet narration , 
with a delire that the reader will com- 
pare the practice of former times with 

thoſe 


: 
i 
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* caſe with too _ I wonder what 
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thoſe of the preſent, and ſee what he 
can find cither among Heathens, Jews 
or Chriſtians; that can at all patronize 
our  profaneneſs. There was no reſpeCt 
thought too much for the falſe Oracles of 
a falſer God: and yet we think no con- 
temts too great for thoſe of the true, 
The moral Law was ſo ſacred to the 
Jews, that no parts of its remotelt retinue, 
thoſe ceremonial attendants, were to be 
lookt on as common: and we who are 
equally obliged by that Law, laugh at 
that by which we muſt one day be 
judged. The Ritual, the Preceptive, the 


. Prophetic, and all other parts of ſacred 


Writ, were moſt ſedulouſly, moſt religt- 
ouſly guarded by them: and we look 
upon them as a winter nights tale, from 
which to ferch matter of ſport and mer- 
riment, Laſtly the firſt Chriſtians paid 
a yeneration to, nay ſacrificed their lives 
to reſcue their Bibles from the unworthy 
uſage of the Heathens, and we our ſelves 
expoſe them to worſe: they would but 
have burntthem, we ſcorn and vility them, 
and outyy even the perſecutors malice 
with our contemt, Theſe are miſerable 
Anrtitheles's; yet this God knows is the 


ncw 
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new ſtate of Felicity hereafter theſe men 
have fancied to themſelves : for ſure | 
they cannot think theſe retrograde ſteps, | 
can ever bring them ſo much as to the! 
Heathens Ely zium, much leſs the Chri- 
{tians Heaven. 

18. I r will therefore concern thoſe 
who do not quite renounce their claim to, 
that Heaven, to conſider ſoberly , how 
inconſiſtent their practice is with thoſe 
hopes. A man may have a-great eſtate 
conveied to him ; but if he -will madly 
burn, or childiſhly make paper kites” of 
his Deeds, he forteits his title with' his 
evidence: and thoſe certainly that : deal , 
ſo with the conveiances of their eternal 
inheritance, will not ſpeed better, If 
they will thus dally and play with them, 
God will be as little 1n earneſt in the per- 
formance, as they are in the reception 
of the promiſes ; nay he will take his turn 
of mocking too, and when their ſcene 
of mirth is over, his will begin. A dread- 
ful menace of this we have Prov. 1. 24. 
which deſerves to be ſet down art large, 
Becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed 1 
have ſtretched out my hand, and no man 
regarded: But ye have ſet at nought all 
my counſil, and would none of my mm 
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1 will alſo . laugh at your calamit : © 
will mock when your fear cometh. IVhen 
your fear cometh as deſolation , and your 
deſtruttion cometh as a whirlwind : when 
diſtreſs and anguish cometh upon you, then 
Shall they call upon me, but 1 will not 
anſwer, they shall ſeek me early, but they 
Shall not find me. Would God I could 
as well tranſcribe this Text into mens 
hearts, and there would nced no more 
to ſecure the whole Canon of Scripture 
from their profanation. Could men but 
look a little before them, and apprehend 
how in the daics of their diſtreſs and a- 
gony , they will gaſp for thoſe comforts 


' Which they now turn into ridicule, they 


would not thus madly defcat themſelves, 
cut off their beſt and only reſerve, and 
with apittifull contemt caſt away thoſe 
Cordials, which will then be the only 
ſupport of their fainting ſpirits. As for 
thoſe who deride Scripture upon Athei- 
ſtical grounds, all I ſhall fay 1s to re- 
fer to what I have ſaid in the beginning 
of this Settion; they had nee be very 
well aſſured that foundation be nor fſan- 
dy: for if it be, this reproching Gods 
word will be a conſiderable addition to 
the guilt of all their other hoſtility , and 
E 2 how 
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how. jolly ſoever they ſeem at preſent, it 
may be when that queſtion they are ſo 
willing to take for granted, is by death * 
drawing near a decition, ſome of their ' 
confidence will retire, and leave them in 
an. amazed expectation of ſomewhat, 
which they are ſure cannot be good for 
them, who have ſo ill provided for it. 
Then perhaps their merry vein will fail 
them; and not their infidelity , but their 
deſpair may keep them from invoca» 
ting that Power they have ſo long deri- 
ded Tis certain it has ſo happened with 
ſome : for as practical, ſo Speculative 
wickedneſs, has uſually another aſpe&t, 
when it ſtands in the ſhadow of death, 
then in the dazling beams of health and 
vigor. It would therefore be wiſdom 
before hand to draw it out of this de- 
ceitful light ,' and by ſober ſerious 
rhoughts place it as near as may be 1n 
choſe circnmſtances in which twill then 
appear : and then ſure to hearts that are 
not wholly petrified, twill ſeem ſafer 
to own a God early and upon choice, 
then late upon compulſion. 
19. However if they will not yield 
themſelves Homagers, yet the meer poſs 
libility of their being in the wrong, 
: Should 
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ſhould methinks perſwade them ar leaſt to 
be civil adverſaries. A generous man wall 


* Not purſue even a falling enemy with re- 


vilings and reproch , much leſs will a 
wiſe man do it to one who 1s in any the 
leſt probability of revenging it: it being 
a received Maxim , That there 1s ng grea- 
ter folly then for a man to let his tongue 
betray him to miſchief, Ler it ch 
in this caſe at leſt ſtand neuter, that 
if by their words they be not juſtified, 
yet by their words they may not be con- 
demned. They can be no looſers by it : 
for at the utmoſt, tis but keeping in a 
little unfavory breath, which ( ſuppoſing 
no God to be offended with it ) is yet 
nauſeous to all thole men who believe 
there 1s one. To thoſe indeed who have 
a zeal for their faith, there can be no 
Diſcourſe ſo intolerable, ſo diſobliging: 
it turns converſation into skirmishing , 
and perpetual diſputes. The Egyptians 
were ſo zealous for their brutish Dei- 
ties, that Moſes preſumed the Iſraclites 
ſacrificing of thoſe beaſts they adored, 
muſt needs fer them in an uproar, Exod. 
8. 26. And ſure thoſe who do acknow- 
ledg a Divine power, cannot conten- 
tedly fit by co hear him — 

1s 


Tis true there are ſome ſo cool, that 
they are of the ſame mind for God, that 
Gideons father was for Baal, Judg. 6. 31. 
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Let him plead for himſelf, they will not | 
appear in his defence : yet even theſe have : 


a ſecret conſciouſneſs, that they ought to 
do ſo, and therefore have ſome uneaſi- 
neſs in being put to the Teſt: ſo that it 
cannot be a pleaſant entertainment even 
for them. And therefore thoſe who have 
no fear of God to reſtrain them , should 
methinks , unleſs they be perfe&ly of the 
temper of the wr Sy 4 Luke 17.1. in 
reſpe& to men abſtain from all ſorts of 
1mpious diſcourſe; and at leaſt be civil, 
tho they will not be pious, | 
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SECT. IV. 


Of Detraciion. 


; E have ſeen in the laſt Seftion 
the inſolence of the Tongue to- 

wards God ; and ſure we cannot expe& 
it ſhould pay more reverence to men. 
If there be thoſe that dare ſtretch their 
mouths againſt heaven, Pſalm 7. 39. we 
are not to wonder it there be more that 
will Shoot therr arrows, even bitter words, 
againſt the beſt on earth, Pſalm 64. 3. 
I shall not attemt to ranſack the whole 
quiver, by shewing every particular ſort 
of verbal injuries which relate to our 
Neighbors , but rather chuſe out ſ6me few, 
which cither for the extraordinarineſs of 
their guilt, or the frequency of their pra- 
&ice are the moſt eminent. I begin 
with Detrattion, in which both thoſe 
qualities concur : for as in ſome inſtan- 
ces tis one of the higheſt fins, ſo in the 
general ris certainly one of the moſt 


* common, and by being ſo becomes in- 


{cniible 
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ſenſible, This vice ( above all others ) 


ſeems to have maintained not only it's | 


Empire, but its reputation too. Men are 
not yet convinced heartily that it is 
a ſin: or if any, not of fo deep a die, 
or ſo wide .an extent as indeed it 1s, 
They have if not falſe, yet imperfett 
notions of it, and by not knowing how 
far its Circle reaches , do often like 
young Conjurers ſtep beyond the limits 
of their ſafety. 

THis I am the apter to believe, be. 
cauſe I ſee ſome degree of this faukt 
cleave to thoſe, who have eminently cor- 


rected all other exorbitancies of the . 


Tongue. Many who would ſtartle at an 
Oath, whole ſtomacs as well as conſci- 
ences recoil at an obſcenity , do yet 
{lide glibly into a Detration: which yet 
methinks perſons otherwiſe of ſtrict con- 
verſations ſhould not do frequently and 
habitually , had not their caſy thoughts 
of the guilt fmoothed the way to it, 
IT may therefore be no unkind at- 
temt , to try to diſentangle from this 
ſnare by diſplaying it ; ſhewing the whole 
contexture of the ſin, how tis woven 
with threds of different ſizes, yet the 


leaſt of them ſtrong enough to nooze * 


and 


ky a > - 
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+ diction to the grand rule of Charity, 
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A. 
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and intrap us. And alas, if Satan fetter 
us , tis indifferent to him whether it be 
by a cable or a hair. Nay perhaps the 
ſmalleſt ſins are his greateſt ſtratagems. 
The finer his line is ſpun, the leſs ſhadow 
it caſts, and 1s leſs apt to fright us from 
the hook: and tho there be much odds 
between a. talent of lead and a grain of 
fnd , yet thoſe grains may be accumu- 
lated till they out-weigh the talent, It 
was a good reply of Plato's, to one 
who murmured at his reproving him 
for a ſmall matter, Cusom, ſaics he, is no 
ſmall matter. And indeed ſuppoſing a+ 


_ ny fin were fo ſmall as we are willing to 


fancy moſt, yer an indulgent habit even 
of that would be certainly ruinous : that 
indulgence being pertedtly oppoſite to 
the Love of God, which better can con« 
ſiſt with the indeliberate commiſſions 
of many ſins, then with an allowed per- 
fiſtance in any one. 

BurT in this matter of DetraQtion I 
cannot yield that any is ſmall, ſave only 
comparatively with ſome other of the 
lame kind which is greater : for ablo- 
lutely conſidered , there is even in the 
very loweſt degrees of it, a flat contra- 


the 
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the loving our neighbor as our ſelves. 
And ſurely that which at once violates 


the fam of the whole ſecond Table | 


of the Law, for ſo our Savior renders 
it, Luke 10. 7. muſt be lookt on as no 
trifling 1inconſiderable guilt. To evi- 
dence this I ſhall in the Anatomizing 
this ſin apply this Rule to every part 
of it : firſt conſider it in Groſs, in its en- 
tire body, and after deſcend to its feve- 
ral limbs, | 

Is DETRACTION in the native 
importance of the word , ſignifies the 
withdrawing or taking off from a thing; 


and as it 1s applicd to the reputation, , 


it denotes the impairing or leſſening a 
man in point of fame, rendring him leſs 
valued and eſteemed by others, which 
1s the final aim of Detrattion, tho pur- 
ſucd by various means, 

2, THis 1s juſtly lookt on as one of 
the moſt unkind deſigns one man can 
have upon another , there being 1m- 
planted in every mans nature a preat 
tenderneſs of Reputation: and to be care- 
lefs of it, is lookt on as a mark of a De- 
generous mind. On which account So/on 
in his Laws preſumes, that he that will 


ſell his own fame, wall alſo ſell the pub- * 
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lic intereſt. Tis true, many have im- 
proved this too far, blown up this 
native ſpark into ſuch flames of Am- 
bition, as has ſet the world in a com- 
buſtion; Such as _Mexander, Ceſar, 
and others, who ſacrificed Hecatombs to 
their Fame, fed it up to a prodigy 
upon a Cannibal diet, the fleſh of Men: 
yet even theſe exceſſes ſerve to evince the 
univerſal conſent of mankind , that Re- 
putation 1s a valuable and delircable 
thing, | 

3. Nor have we only the ſuffrage 
of man , but the atteſtation of God him- 
ſelf, who frequently in Scripture go 
teltimony to it : LA good name 15 better 
then great riches, Prov. 22.1. And again, 
A good name 1s better then precious omt- 
ment. Eccleſ, 7. 1 And the more to re- 
commend it , he propoles it as a reward 
to piety and vertue, as he menaces the 
contrary to wickedneſs. The memory of 
thejuſt shall be bleſſed , but the name of the 
wicked Shall rot. Pro. 10. 7. And that we 
may not think this an invitation fitted 
only to the Jewiſh Occonomy , the Apo- 
ſtle goes farther, and propoſes the en- 
deavor after it as a duty, W/hatſoever 
things are of good _— » if there be any 

2 
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"ertue, and if there be any praiſe , think 
on theſe things. Phil. 4. $. 


4. AN Þ accordingly good men have | 


in their eſtimate ranked their names the 
next degree to their Souls, preterr'd 
them betorc goods or life. Indeed *tis 
that which gives us an inferior ſort of 
Immortality, and makes us even in this 
world ſurvive our ſelves. This part of 
us alone continues verdant in the grave, 
and yieldsa perfame , when we are ſtench 
and rottenneſs: the conſideration where- 
of has ſoprevailed with the more gene- 
rous Heathens, that they have cheertully 
quitted life in contemplation of it. Thus 
Epaminondas alacrjouſly expired, in con- 
fidence that he lefr behind him a per- 
petual memory of the victories he had 
atchieved for his Country. Brutus fo 
courted the fame of a Patriot, that he 
brake thro all the obſtacles of gratitude 
and humanity to. attain it : he cheerfully 
bare the defeat of his attemt , in contem- 
plation of the glory of it. Twere endleſs to 
recount the ſtorics of the Coar:, Decit , 
and Curtiz, with the train of thoſe noble 
Heroes, who1n behalt of their Countrics 

devoted themſclyes to certain death. 
5. Burt we need no forreign Medi- 
ums 


a 
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« flicter. It may indced be a ulcful trial 
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ums to diſcoyer the value of a good 
name: let every man weigh it but in his 
own ſcales, retire to his breaſt, and 
there refle&t on that impatience he has 
when his own repute is invaded; To what 
dangers, to what guilts do's ſomtimes 
the meer fancy of a reproch hurry men? 
It makes them really forfeit that vertue 
from whence all true reputation ſprings, 
and like Eſops dog looſe the ſubſtance 
by too greedy catching at the ſhadow; 
an irrefragable proof how great a price 
they ſct upon their fame. 

6. AND then ſince reaſon ſets it at 


ſo high a rate, and paſſion at a higher, 
we may conclude the violating this inte- 


reſt, one of the greateſt injuries in hu- 
man commerce; ſuch as is reſented not 
only by the raſh, bur the ſober: fo that 
we mult pick out only blocks and ſtones, 
the ſtupid and inſenſible part of man- 
kind, if we think wee can inflit this 
wound without an afflictive ſmart. And 
tho the power of Chriſtianity do's in 
ſome ſo moderate this reſentment, that 
none of thoſe blows $hall recoil, no de- 
gree of revenge be attemted; yet that 
do's not at all juſtify or excuſe the in- 


of 
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of the patience , and meeknels of the de- 
famed, yet the defamer has not the leſs | 
either of crime or danger: not of crime, ? 
for that is rather enhanced then aba- | 
ted by the goodneſs of the perſon injur'd; 
nor of danger, ſince God is the more 
immediate avenger of thoſe who attemt 
not to be their own, But if the uury 
meet not with this meecknels ( as in this 
vindictive age tis manifold odds 1t will 
not ) it then acquires another accumula- 
tive guilt, ſtands anſwerable not only 
for it; own poſitive ill, but for all che 
accidental which it cauſes in the ſufferer, 
who by this means is rob'd not only of 

his repute, but his innocence alſo, pro- 
voked to thoſe unchriſtian returns , which 
draw God alſo into the enmity , and 
ſet him at once at war with heaven and 
carth. And thoas to his immediate judg- 
ment, h: muſt bear his iniquity, anſwer 
for his impaticnce: yet as in all Civil 
inſurre&ions che ring-leader 1s lookt on 
with a particular ſeverity, ſo doubtleſs 
in this caſe, the firſt provoker has by his 
ſeniority and primogeniture a double 
portion of the guilt, and may conſe- 
quently expet of the Punishment , ac- 


cording to the Noom of our _ « 
0 


ſider 
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Wae be to that man by whom the offence 
cometh, Mart. 18. 7. 

8, IndzED there is ſuch a train of 
miſchiefs uſually follow this ſin , that tis 
ſcarce poſlible to make a full eſtimate. 
of its malignity. Tis one of the grand 
incendiaries which.diſturbs the peace of 
the world, and has a great ſhare in moſt 
of its quarrels, For could we examine 
all the feuds which harraſs Perſons, Fa- 
milies , nay ſometimes Nations too, we 
ſhould find the greater part take their 
riſe from injurious reprochful words, 
and that for one which is commen- 
ced = the intuition of any real con- 

le intereft, there are many which 
owe their being to this licentiouſncſs 
of the Tongue. 

9. In regard therefore of its proper 
guilt , and all thoſe remoter ſins and 
miſeries which enſue it, tis every mans 
=m concern to watch over himlſcit. 

cither 1s it leſs in reſpe& both of that 
univerſal aptneſs we have to this fin, 
and its being ſo perpetually at hand , that 
for others we mult attend occaſions and 
convenient ſeaſons, but the opportunities 
of this are alwaics ready : 1 can do my 
neighbor this injury, when I can do hum 

no 


48 The Government of the Tongue. | 


no other. Beſides the multitude of objects 
do proportionably multiply both the poſ- 
fibilities and incitations ;z and the objeQts 
here are as numerous, as there are Per- | 
ſons in the world, I either know, or ' 
have heard of. For' tho ſome forts of 
DetraCGtions ſeem confined to thoſe to 
whom we bear particular malice , yet 
there are other kinds of it more ran- 
ging, which fly indifferently at all. Laſt- 
ly this ſin has the aid almoſt of univer- 
ſal example, which 1s an advantage-be- 
yond all the other, there being {carce 
any fo irreſiſtable 1nfinuation as the pras 
(tice of thoſe with whom we converſe, © 
and no ſubje& of converſe ſo common 
as the defaming our neighbors. 

10. SINCE then the path is ſo ſlip- 
pery, it had not need be dark too, . Let 
us then take in the beſt light we can, 
and arttentively view this ſin in its ſeye+ 
ral branches, that by a diſtin diſcovery 
of the divers ats and degrees of it y we 
may the better bearmedagainſt them all, 
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SECT, V. 


Of Lying Defamation. 


1, ETRACTION being ( as 

we have already ſaid ) the leſs- 
ning and impairing a man in his re- 
pute, we may reſolve, that what ever 
conduces to that end, is properly a De- 
traction. I ſhall begin with that which 


. is moſt eminent, the ſpreading of De- 


famatory reports. Theſe may be of two 
kinds, cither falſe, or true : which tho 
they ſeem to be of very different com- 
plexions, yet may ſpring from the ſame 
ſtock, and drive at the ſame deſign. Let 
us firſt conſider of the falſc. 

2. AND this admits of various cir- 
cumſtances. Sometimes a man invents a 
perfect falſity of another ; ſometimes he 
that do's not invent , yet reports it, tho 
he know it to be falſe; and a third ſort 
there are, who having not certain know- 
ledg whether it be falſe or no, do yet 


* divulgeit as an abſolute certainty , or at 


G leaſt 


——_—k. 
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leaſt with ſuch artificial inſinuations, as 


may biaſs the hearer on that hand. The 


former of theſe is a crime of fo high, ſo f 


diſingenuous a nature, that tho many 
are vile enough to commit it, none are 
ſo impudent as to avow it. Even in 


this age of inſulting vice, when almoſt ' 


+ 


all other wickedneſs appears bare-fac'd, | 


this is feign to keep on the vizard. No 


man will own himſelf a falſe accuſer: for | 


if modeſty do not reſtrain him, yet his 
very malice will; ſince to confeſs would 
be to defeat his deſign. Indeed it'is of 
all other ſins the moſt Diabolical, 1t be- 
ing aconjunction of two of Satans moſt 
eſſential properties, Malice and Lying. 


We know tis his peculiar title to be ze | 


eAccuſer of the brethren: and when we 
tranſcribe his copy , we alſo aſſume his 
naturc, intitle our ſelves toa deſcent from 


LO as th OI ONE” wo. IR LR _— 
« 


" him, 7e are of your Father the Devil. 


Joh. 8. 44. We are by utrender'd a fort | 
of Tneubus brats, the infamous progenies | 


the Lying ſpirit. It is indeeda fin of fo 


groſs, ſo formidable a bulk, that there | 


needs no help of Optics to render at 
diſcernable, and therefore I need not 
farther expariate on it. 


3. THE next degree is not much - 
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ſhort of it ; what it wants 1s rather of 
invention then malice : for he that will 


' {o adopt anothers lie , ſhews he would 


willingly have bin its proper Father. It 
do's indeed differ no more then the maker 
of adulterate wares, do's from the vendet 
of them: and certainly there cannot be a 
more ignominious trade, then the be- 
ing Huckſters to ſuch vile Merchandize, 
Neither is the fin leſs then the baſeneſs: 
we find the Lover of a lic ranked in ari 
equall form of guilc with the Maker, 
Rev. 21. And ſurely he muſt be preſu- 
med to love it, that can deſcend to be the 
broker to it , help it to paſs currant in 
the world. 

4. Tnas third fort of DetraCtors look 
a little more demurely , and with the 
woman in the Proverbs, Chap. 3o. wipe 
their mouths, and ſay they have don no 
wickedneſs. They do not certainly know 
the fallity of what they «report , and 
their ignorance mult ſerve them as an 
Amulet againſt the guilt both of deceit 
and malice; butl fear it will do neither, 
For firſt perhaps they arc afteRedly 1- 
_ : they are ſo willing it ſhould 

true, that they have not attemrted to 
examine it, Bur Secondly it d9's not 
G2 {uithce 


—— — 
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ſuffice that I do not know the fallity ; 
for to make 'me a true y”=_ tis ne- 


ceſlary I know the truth of what I affirm. |' 


Nay if the thing were never ſo true, yet 
if I knew it not to be ſo, its truth wall 
not ſecure me from being a liar: and there- 
fore whoever endeayors to have that re- 
cciv'd for a certainty,which himſelf knows 
not to be ſo, offends againſt truth. 'The 


utmoſt that can conſiſt with ſincerity , is | 


to repreſent it to others as doubtful as 
it appears to him: yet even that how 
conſonant ſoever to truth, is not to Cha- 
rity, Even doubtful accuſations leave a 
ſtain behind them, and often prove in- 
delible injuries to the party accuſed : how 
much more then do the more poſit ive 


ee dT) 
- 
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and confident aſperſions we have hithers | 


to ſpoken of? Let me add only this 
concerning this later fort , that they are 
greater advancers of Defamatory deligns, 


then the very-firſt contrivers. For thoſe 


upon a conſciouſneſs of their falſeneſs 
are obliged to proceed cautiouſly , to 


pick out the credulous and leaſt diſcern» 


ing perſons, on whom to impoſe their 
fictions, and dare not produce them in 
all companies for fear of deteQtion : but 
theſe in confidence that the untruth (if it 
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be one) lies not at their door, ſpeak 1t 
without any reſtraint in all places, at all 
times, and what the others are fain to 
whiſper, they proclame,like our new En- 
gine, which pretends to convey a whiſper 
many miles off. So thar as inthe caſe of 
Stealing tis proverbially ſaid , that if 
there were no receivers there would be 
no thieves; ſo in this of Slander, if there 
were fewer ſpreaders , there would be 
fewer forgers of Libels: the manufacture 
would be diſcouraged, if it had not theſe 
retailers ro put off the wares. 

5. Now to apply theſe praftices to 
our rule of duty, there will need no ve- 
ry cloſe inſpe&tion to diſcern the ob- 
liquity. The moſt ſuperficial glance will 
evidence theſe ſeveral degrees of Slan- 
derers to do what they would not be 


willing to ſuffer, Why» among them 


can be content to be falſely afperſed? Nay 
ſo far are they from that, that let but the 
ſhadow of their own calumny refle& on 
themſelves, let any bur truly tell them 
that they have falſely accuſed others, they 
grow raving and impatient, like a dog 
at a looking glaſs fiercely combating 
that image which himſelf creates : and 
how ſmoothly ſoever the original lie ſlides 
from 


OS Pm 


from them, the Eccho of it grates their 
ears, And indeed tis obſervable , that 
thoſe who make the greateſt havock of 
other mens reputation , are the moſt 
nicely tender of their own ; which ſets 


this ſin of calumny in a moſt Diamerrical | 


oppoſition to the Evangelical precept | 


of Loving our neighbors as our ſelves, 
6. Thus much is diſcernable even 


in the ſurface of the crime; but if we 


look deeper and examine the motives, 
we ſhall find the foundation well agrees 
ro the ſuperſtrutture, they being utually 
one of theſe two, Malice or Intereſt. And 
indeed the thing is ſo difingenuous, ſo 
contrary to the dictates of Humanity as 
well as Divinity, that I muſt in reve- 
rence to our common nature , preſume 
it muſt be ſome very forcible impellent, 
that can drive a man ſo far from him- 
ſelf. The Devil here plaies the Artiſt : 
and as the fatalleſt poiſons to man are 
my ſay) drawn from human bodies, 
o here he extracts the venem of our I- 
raſcible and Concupiſcible part, and in it 
dips thoſe arrows, which we thus ſhoot 

at one another. 
7. Tis needleſs to harangue ſeveral. 
ly upon cach. The world too experimen- 
tally 
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tally knows the force of both. Make is 
that whirlwind , which has ſhook States 
and Families, no leſs then private Per- 
ſons; a paſllion ſo impetuous and preci- 
pitate, that it often equally involves the 
Agent and the Patient : a malicious 
man being of like violence with thoſe 
who flung in the three Children, Dan. 3, 
conſumed by thoſe flames into which he 
caſt others. As for Intereſt, tis thar 
univerſal Monarch to which all other 
Empires are Tributarics, to which men 
ſacrifice not only their Conſciences and 
Innocence, but ( what 15 uſually much 
dearer ) their Senſualitics and Vidces. 
Thoſe whom all the Divine ( either ) 
threats or promiſes, cannot perſwade to 
mortify, and but reſtrain one Luſt, at 
Mammons beck will difclame many , 
and force their inclinations to comply 
with their intereſt, 

8. AND whilſt this ſin of Calumny 
has two ſuch potent Abettors, we arenot 
to wonder at its growth : as long as men 
are malicious _ deſigning , they will 
be traducing; thoſe Cyclops's will be 
perpetually forging Thunderbolts , a- 
gainſt which no innocence or vertue 


can be proof, And alas we daily find 
r00 
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too great effect of their induſtry. But tho 
theſe are the forgers of the more ſolemn 
deliberate calumnies, yet this ſportive 
age hath produced another ſort, there 
being men that detame others by way 
of diyertiſement, invent little ſtories that 
they may find themſelves exerciſe, and | 
the Town talk. This if it muſt paſs for | 
ſport, is ſuch as Solomon deſcribes, Prov, 
26.18,19. As a mad man that caſteth 
firebrands, arrows and death, ſo us he | 
that deceiveth his neighber , and ſaith, am | 
not Tin ſport? He that shoots an arrow | 
in jeſt, may kill a man in earneſt; and | 
he that gives himſelfliberty to play with 
his neighbors fame, may ſoon play it 
away. - Moſt men have ſuch an aptneſs 
to entertain ſiniſter opinions of others, 
that they greedily draw in any ſuggeſtion 
of that kind ; andone may as ealily per- 
{wade the thirſty earth to refund the wa- 
ter she has ſuckt into her veins, as them 
to depolite a prejudice they have once 
taken up. Theretore ſuch experiments 
upon fame, are as dangerous as that 
which Alexander is ſaid to have made of | 
the force of Naptha upon his Page, 
from which he ſcarce eſcaped with life. 
Theſe jocular flanders are often as 
miſchievous 


Secr. V. Of Lyine Defamation. 57 


miſchievous as thoſe of deeper defign, 
and have from the lightneſs of the rem- 
tation an enhancement of guilt. For 
ſure he that can put ſuch an intereſt of 
his neighbors 1n balance with a little fit of 


, aughter , ſets it at a lower price then he 


that hopes to enrich or advance him« 
felt by it: and tho it paſs among ſome 
for a ſpecimen of Wit, yet it really 
liſts them among dJ9/o-ous fools who 
make a mock at ſin, Prov. 14. 9, In the 
mean time ſince ſlander is a plant thar 
can grow in all foils, fince the trolick 
humor as well as the moroſe betraies to 


_ the guilt, who can hope to eſcape this 


Scourge of the Tongue, as the Wiſeman 
calls it, which communicates with all 
Ec, 26. 6. Perſons of all ranks do murually 
alperſe, and are aſperſed: ſo that he who 


-would fiot have his credulity abuſed , has 


ſcarce a ſecurer way , then ( like thar 
Aſtrologer, who made his Almanack 
g1ve a tolerable account of the weather 


by a dire inverſion of the common 


prognolticators, ) to ler his belief run 
quite counter to reports, Yca fo Epi- 
demic 1s this diſeaſe grown , that even 
religion ( at leaſt thoſe parties and fa- 


+ 6tions which aſſume that name ) has got 


a ſaint 
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a taint of it; each ſe& or opinion ſeck- 
ing to repreſent its Antagoniſt 'as odiou 


as it can, And whilſt they contend for| 


ſpeculative truth, they by mutual calum- 
nies forfeit the prattic : a thing that 
juſtly excites the grief of good men, to} 
ſee that thoſe who all pretend to the 
ſame Chriſtianity , should -only be un 


nimous in the yiolating that T ruth and! 
: 


Charity it preſcribes. 


10, AND if theſe be the weapons of| 
our ſpiritual warfare , what may we think! 
of the carnal? How are our ſecular ani.} 


moſities purſued , when our Speculations | 


are thus managed? How ealily do we', 
run down the reputation of any os « 


ſtand in the way , either of our ſpleen or 
avarice? When Joſephs reſolute purity | 
had changed the ſcene of his Miſtres' 
paſſion, $he do's as readily $hift that of 
guilt roo, and fixes her crime upon him 
Gen. 39. 14. So when Zzba had a mind ro | 
undermine Mephtbosheth in his eſtate, he 
firſt practices upon his fame in a falſe 
accuſation, 2 Sam. 16, 3. And alas hoy; 
familiarly do .we now ſee both theſe 

ſcenes reatted ? Thoſe who will not take 

vice into their boſoms, hall yer have it 


beipatter their faces: they who will not * 


run 
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run 70 the ſame exceſs of riot , muſt ex- 


| = to be evil ſpoken of, 1 Per. 4. 4. 
a 


y not only pious men, but piety it 
ſelf partakes of the ſame fatc, falls un- 
der the two edg'd ſlander both of deceit 
and folly. And if men cannot be per- 
mitted quietly to enjoy their piery , much 


' leſs will they thoſe things whereof the 
' world hath more guſt, I mean ſecular ad- 


vantages. There are ſtill crimcs to be 
diſcovered in the poſſeſſors of honors or 


| Eſtates, and they wonderfully excite 
| the zeal of thoſe who would ſupplant 
| them, What artifices are there to make 
{ them appear unworthy of what they 
| have, that others more unworthy may 


ſucceed them? Nor are theſe ſtorms on- 
ly in the upper region, in the higher 
of men; but if we paſs thro all 
degrees, we ſhall find the difference is 
rather in the value of the things, then 
in the means of purſuing them. He 
that pretends to the meaneſt office, do's 
as ſtudiouſly diſparage his competitor , 
as he that isrival'd for.a kingdom. Nay 
even he that has but a merry humor to 
gratify , makes no ſcruple to do it with 
the loſs of another mans reputation. 
I1. Thus do we accomodate cvery 


H 2 petty 


whilſt he is purſuing his thruſt, expoſe; ſ 
his body ; fo whilſt we thus aCtuate our 
own malice, we abandon our felves to 
Satans , receive mortal wounds from him, | 
only that we may give a few light ſcratch. | 
es to one another, For as I have before 
ſaid, there is nothing do's more ſecure | 
his title to us , then this vice of Calum. | 
ny , it bearing his _ impreſs and fi. 
gure, And we may fear Chriſt will one ! 
day make the ſame Judgment of Perſons 
as he did of coin, and award them to | 
him whoſe Image and Superſcription they | 
bear. Mat. 22. 20, 
12. AND now how greata madneſz 
18 itto make ſuch coſtly oblations ro fo 
vilean Idol ? This is indeed the worſhip | 
ing our own Imaginations, preferring a | 
malicious fiction before a real felicity: | 
and is but faintly reſembled by him , who 
is faid to have choſen to part with his 
Biſhopric, rather then burn his Romance. | 
Alas arc there not groſs corporal ſins e- | 
nough to ruin us , bur muſt we have aere- 
al on's too, damn our ſelves with Chi- | 
mera's, and by theſe forgerics of . our 
brains dream our ſelycs to deſtruttion? :* 
13, Let 


— 
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13. LET all thoſe then who thus un- 
bappily employ their inventive faculty, 
timely conſider, how unthrivimg a trade 
tis finally like to prove, that all their 
falſe accuſations of others will rebound 
in true ones upon themſelves. It do's often 
ſo in this world, where many times the 
moſt clandeſtine contrivances of this 
kind meet with deteftion: or if they 
ſhould happen to keep on the diſguile 
here, yet twill infallibly be torn off ar 
the great day of manifeſtation, when be 
fore God, Angels, and Men, they will 
be render'd infinitly more vile, then twas 
poſſible far them here to make others, 


$xCT. 
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Of Uncharitable Truth. 


I. | N the next place we are to conſi- | 

der of the other branch of Defama- 
tory reports, viz. ſuchas are true: which |: 
tho they muſt be conteſt to be of a low- 
er form of guilt then the former, yet ' 
asto the kind, they equally agree in the. | 
definition of DetraCction, fince tis poſli- | 
ble to impair a mans credit by true re- 
ports as well as by falſe. 

2, To clear this 1 ſhall firſt obſerve, | 
that altho every fault hath ſome penal 
effect which are coetaneous to the att, 
yet this of Infamy 1s not ſo: this is a more | 
remote conſequent ; that which it imme- 
diately depends upon, is the publiſhing, 
A man may do things which to God 
and his own conſcience render him abo- 
minable , and yet keep his reputation 
with men: but when this ſtifled crime 
breaks out , when his ſecret guilts are de- 
tected , then, and not tiil then, he be- 
comes infamous : ſo that altho lus ſin be 
the 
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the Material, yet it is the diſcovery that 
is the Formal caule of his infamy. 

3. Tris being granted , it follows 
that he that divulges an unknown con- 
celed- fault, ſtands accountable for all the 
conſequences that . low from that di- 
yulging ; but whether accountable as for 
guilt, muſt be determin'd by the partj- 
cular circumſtances of the cauſe, So that 
here we muſt admit of an exception : for 
tho every diſcovery of anothers fault be 
in the ſtrict natural ſenſe of the word 
a Detraction, yer it will not alwates be the 
fin of Detrac&tion, becauſe in ſome inſtances 
there may ſome higher obligation inter- 
vene, and ſuperſede that we owe to the 
fame of our neighbor ; and in thoſe caſes 
it may not only be lawful, but neceſſary 
to expoſe -him. 

4. Now all ſuch caſes I conceive may 
ſummarily be reduced ro two heads, Ju- 
ſtice and Charity. Firſt as to Juſtice : that 
we know is a fundamental verrtue, and 
he that ſhall violate that, to abound in 
another, 1s as abſurd, as he that under- 
mines the foundation to raiſc the walls. 
We are not to ſtcal to give almes , and 
God himſelf has declared thar he hates 
robbery for a burnt-offering : ſo that no 


pretence 
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pretence either of Charity or Piety can 
abſolve us from the duty we owe to Ju: 
ſtice, Now it may oftcn fall out, that 
by conceling one mans fault, I may be 
injurious to another , nay to a Whole 
community : and then I aſſume the guilt 


I concele , and by the Laws' both: of | 


God and Man am judged an acceſſory. 

5. AND as uſtice to others enforces, 
ſo ſometimes Juſtice to a mans ſelf al- 
lows the publithing of a fault , when a 
conſiderable intereſt either of fame or for- 
tune cannot otherwiſe be reſcued, But 
to make loud outcrics of injury , when 
they tend nothing to the redreſs of 
it , is a liberty rather aſſumed by rage 
and impatience, then authorized by Ju- 
ſtice. Nay often in that cafe the com» 
Plainer is the moſt injurious Perſon for 
he inflicts more then he ſufters, and in 
lieu of ſome trivial right of his which 
is invaded , he aſfaulrs the other in a 
nearer intereſt , by wounding him in his 
good name: but if the cauſe be confide- 


rable and the manner regular , there | 
lics ſure no obligation upon any man | 


—_—_— 


—_—_ O—— 


_ 


i ct 


= 


to wrong himlſclt , to indulge to ano- | 


ther. 
6. NzIirtHeR do's Charity retrench 
this 


: 
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this liberty : for tho it be an a& of 


Charity to' concele another mans faults, 
yet ſometimes it may be inconliſtent 
with ſome more important Charity , 
which I owe to a third Perſon, or per- 
haps to a Multitude ; as in thoſe caſes 
wherein public benefit is concern'd. If 
this were not allowable , no Hiſtory 
could lawfully be written, ſince it true, 
it cannot but recount the faults of ma- 
ny : no evidence could be brought in 
againſt a Malefadtor : and indeed all di- 
ſcopline would be ſubverred , which 
would be ſo great a miſchict , that Cha- 


. rity obliges to prevent it , what Defa- 


mation ſoeyer fall upon the guilty by it. 
For in ſuch inſtances tis a true rule, that 
mercy to the evil proves cruelty to the 
innocent, And as in a comperition of miſ- 
chiefs, we are to chuſe the leaſt , ſo of 
two goods the greateſt, and the moſt 
extenſive, is the moſt cligible. 

7. Nay even that Charity which 
reflets upon my felt , may al{o ſome- 
times ſuperſede that to my neighbor), 


* the rule obliging me to love him as, not 


better then, my ſelf, I need not ſure 
ſilently afſent ro my own unjuſt Defa- 


j ” mation, for fear of proving another a 


falſe 
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falſe accuſer , nor ſuffer my elf to be 
made a begger, to concele another mans 


being a thief. Tis true, in a great ine- 


quality of intereſts , Charity ( whoſe 
Charaer it is, Not to ſeek her own 
1 Cor. 13. 5. ) will promt me to prefer 
a greater concern of my neighbors , be- 
fore a ſlight one of my own: but in e- 
qual circumſtances I am ſure at liber- 


ty to be kind firſt to my ſelf. If I | 


—— oe 


will recede even from that, I may ; but | 
that is then to be accounted among the 


Heroic flights of CR » not her | 


aw S, 


binding and indiſpenſible 


8. HavinG now ſet the bound- *. 


aries to the excepted caſes ; as all in- 
ſtances within them will be legitimated, 
ſo all without them will ( by the known 
rule of exceptions ) be precluded , and 


/ 


| 


: 
/ 


fall under that general duty we owe to | 


our neighbor, of tendering his credit; 


an obligation ſo Univerſally infringed, ! 


that tis not imaginable the breach ſhould 


[| 
: 
[2 


: 
- 


{ 


alwaies happen within the excepted ca- | 
ſes. When tis remembred how unattive | 


the principles of Juſtice and Charity are 
now grown in the world, we muſt cer- 
tainly impute ſuch inceſlant effetts, to 
ſome more vigorous cauſes : of which it 


may | 
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may not be amiſs ro point out ſome of 


' the moſt obvious, and leave every man 


to examine which of them he finds moſt 
operative in himſelf. 

9. In the firſt place I may reckon 
Pride, a humor which as it 1s alwaies 
mounting , ſo it will make uſe of any 
foot-ſtool towards its riſe, A man who 
affets an extraordinary ſplendor of re- 
putation , is glad to find any foils to ſet 
him off; and therefore will let no fault 
nor folly of anothers enjoy the ſhade, 
but brings it into the open light, that 
by that compariſon , his own excellences 
may appear the brighter, I dare appeal 
to the breaſt of any proud man, whether 
he do not upon ſuch occaſions, make 
ſome Phariſaical refletions on , him- 
ſelf, whether he be not apt to ſay, I am 
not like other men, or as this Publican , 
Luke 18. tho probably he leave out the 
God I thank thee. Now he that cheriſhes 
ſuch reſentments as theſe in himſelf, 
will doubtleſs be willing to propagate 
them to other men, and to that end 
render the blemiſhes of others as viſible 
as he can, But this betraies a degene- 
rous ſpirit, which from a conſciouſneſs 


that he wants ſolid worth, on which to 
I 2 bottom 
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botrom a reputation , is fain to found 
'it on the runes of qQther mens. The 
true Diamond ſparkles even in the ſun- 
ſhine: tis but a glow-worm vertue , that 
ows 1t luſter to. the darkneſs about it. 
10. ANOTHER promter to Detra- 
fon is Envy, which ſometimes is par- 


ticular, ſometimes general. He that has | 


a pique to another, would have him 
as hateful to all mankind as he is to him; 


and therefore as: he griev's and repines | 


at any thing that may advance his eſti 
mation, ſo he exults and triumphs when 
any thing occurs which may depreſs it, 
and 1s uſually very induſtrious to im- 
prove the opportunity , nay has a ſtrange 
ſagacity in hunting it out. No vul- 
tur do's more quickly ſcent a carcaſs, 
then an enyious Perſon do's thoſe dead 
flies which corrupt his neighbors oint- 
ment, Ecclel. 10. 1. the vapor whereof 
his hate , like a ſtrong wind , ſcatters and 
diſperſes far and near. Nor needs he 
any great crime to practice on : every lit- 
tle infirmity or pallion, lookt an thro 
his Optics, appears a mountainous guilt. 
He can improve the leaſt ſpeck or trec- 
kle into a leproſy, which ſhall over- 
ſpread the whole man: and a cloud no 612- 


£ cr 


md 
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ger then a mans hand , like that of Elisha, 
1Kings 18. 44. may in an inſtant, with 


| the help of prejudice, grow to the utter 


darkning of the brighteſt reputation, and 
fill the whole horizon with tempeſt and 


* horror. Sometimes this Envy 1s gene- 
| ral, not contin'd to any mans perſon, 
* bur diffuſed to the whole nature. Some 


tempers there are ſo malign, that they 


 wish 1ll coall, and believe 1ll of all; like 
| Timon the Athenian, who profeſt him- 
" ſelf a univerſal man-hater. He whole 


guilty conſcience reflects diſmal images 
of himſelf, is willing to put the fame 
ugly shape upon the whole naturc , and 
to conclude that all men arc the ſame, 
were they bur cloſely inſpe&ted, And 
therefore when he can ſce but the leaſt 
glimmering of a fault in any , he takes it 
az a proof of his Hypothelis, and with 
an envious joy calls in as many fſpeCcta- 
tors as he can. Tis certain there are 
ſome in whoſe cars nothing ſounds 1o 
harsh as the commendation of another, 
as on the contrary nothing 1s ſo melodi- 
ous as a Detamation. Plutarch gives an 
apt inſtance of this upon CAriſtides's ba- 
nighment, whom when 2 mcan Perſon 
had propog'd to Oftraciſm , being askr 

what 
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what diſpleſure CAri/tides had don him 
he replied, None , neither do I kno 
him, but it grieves me to hear every bog 
call him a juſt man. 1 fear ſome 
our keeneſt accuſers now a daies ma 
give the ſame anſwer. No man that y 
eminent for Picty ( or indeed but mo. 
ral vertue ) but he $hall have many in- 
ſidious eies upon him watching for hy 
halting : and if any the leaſt obliquiy} 
can be eſpied, he is uſed worſe then the} 
vileſt malefaCtor : for ſuch are tried bu 
at one bar, and know the utmoſt 
their doom, but theſe are arraigned ate. 
very Table, in every Tavern. And a 
ſuch variety of Judicatures, there wil 
be as great variety of ſentences; only 
they commonly concur 1n this one tha 
he 1s an Hypocrite, and then what com- 
placency , what triuumphhave they in ſuch} 
a diſcovery ? There 1s not half ſo mud} 
Epicuriſm in any of their moſt ſtudie(} 
luxuries, no ſpectacle affords them (0! 
much pleſure, as a bleeding fame thu} 
lying at their mercy, | 
11. ANOTHER fort of Detractors there! 
are, whoſe deiigns ace not ſo black, but are 
equally mcan and fordid , much roo light 
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 Credir, Of thoſe ſome will pick up all 


the lirtle ſtories they can get, to humor 
a Patron : an artifice well known by 
thoſe trencher gueſts, who, like Rats, 
ſtill haunt che beſt Proviſions. Theſe 
men do almoſt come up to a literal 
ſenſe of what the Pſ/alm:ſt ſpoke in a 
figurative, Pſal. 14. and eat wp people 
for bread, tear and worry men 1n their 
good names, that themſelves may eat. 
It was a Curſe denounced againſt E/7's 
offfprin g » that they Should come and 
crouch for a morſel of bread 1. Sam. 2, 
39. But ſuch men court this as a pre» 
terment, and to bring themſelves with- 
in the reach of it ſtick not to aſſume 
that vileſt office of common Delators. 
There are others who when they have 
got the knowledg of another mans fault, 
think it an endearing thing to whiſper 
it in the car of ſome friend or confi- 
dent. Bur ſure if they muſt needs ſa- 
crifice ſome ſecret to their friendship, 
they ſhould take Davids rule, and not 


| offer that which coſt them nothing, It 


they will expreſs their confidence , let 
them acquaint them with their own pri- 
yate Crimes. That indeed would show 


 * ſomthing of cruſt : but thoſe experiments 
t, 


upon 
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upon another mans coſt, will hardly con- 
vince any conſidering perſon of their 
kindneſs. 

12. FHERE ftill remains a yet more 
trifling ſort of Detamers, who have no 
deliberate deſign which they purſue in 
it, yer are as aſſiduous at the Trade a 
the deeper contrivers. Such are thoſe 
who publiſh their neighbors failings #| 
they read Gazets, only that they may! 
be telling News: an Itch wherewith ſome| 
peoples rongues are ſtrangely over-run,| 
who can as well hold a glowing Coal in! 
their mouthes , as keep any thing they| 
think New; nay will ſometimes run them- ', 
ſelves out of breath, for fear leaft any 
ſhould ſerve them as Ahimaasz did Cu-| 
sh1i. 2. Sam. 18. 23. and tell the tale! 
before therm. This 1s one of the moſt 
Childith vanities imaginable : and ſure} 
men muſt have Souls of a very low le-! 
vel, that can think it a commenſurate} 
entertainment, Others there are who | 
uſe Defamatory diſcourſe , neither for 
the love of News, nor Detamation , but | 
purely for love of talk : whoſe ſpeech 
like a flowing current bears away aindif- 
criminately whatever lies 1n its way. And 
indecd ſuch inceſlant talkers , are uſually 
people 


In 


Secr, VI. Of Uncharitable Truth. 73 


n-} People not of depth enough to ſupply 
ir] themſelves out of their own ſtore, and 
therefore can let no forreign acceſſion 
ref paſs by them, no more then a Mill which 
of 18 alwates going, can afford any waters 
in to run walt, I know weuſe to call this 
» Talkativeneſs a Feminine vice ; but to 
ke ſpeak impartially, I think, tho we have 
* given themtheincloſure of the Scandal , 
y they have not of the faulr, and he that 
ie: Shall appropriate Loquacity to Women, 
1, may perhaps ſometimes need to light 
in| Dzogenes's Candle to [ſeck a man : for 
y; tis poſlible ro go into Maſculine com- 
1. pany, where twill be as hard to edg 
y in a word, as at a Female Goſliping. 
However as to this particular of Detfa- 
ming, both the Sexes ſeem to be at a 
|: vye: and I think he were a very Cri- 
re tical Judg, that could determine between 
them, 
et 13. Now leaſt this latter fort of 
o} Defamers ſhould be apt ro abſolve 
ir | themſelves, as men of harmleſs int2n- 
it ftions, I ſhall deſire them to conſider, 
h | that they are only more impertinent , 
not leſs injurious. For tho it be grant- 
4, ed, that the proud and envious are to 
y * make a diſtin account for their Pride 
K and 


CG 
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and envy; yet as far as relates to the 
neighbor, they are equally miſchievous, 

nacreon that was choaked with x 

rape-ſtone , died as ſurely as 7ulires Ce. 
þ with his three and twenty wounds; 
and a mans reputation may be as well | 
fool'd and prattled away , as maliciouſly ! 
betraied. Nay perhaps more eaſily ; for 
where the ſpeaker can leaſt be ſuſpeCted | 
of deſign, the hearer 1s apter to give him 
Credit : this way of inſinuating by fa- | 
miliar diſcourſe , being like thoſe poiſons | 
that are taken in at the pores, which | 
are the moſt inſenſibly ſucked in, and 
the moſt inpoſlible tro expel, 

14. Bur we need not d:{pute which 
is worſt, ſince tis certain all are bad, | 
none of them ( or any that hold pro-| 
portion with them ) being at all able to 
pretend their warrant either from Ju- 
ſtice or Charity. And then what our! 
Savior ſaies in another caſe, will be ap» | 
pliable to this, He that 1s not for us 1 
againſt us, Mat. 12. 30, He that in pub. | 
lishing his neighbors faults, as not | 
upon the diCtates of Juſtice or Charity, 
ats directly in contradiftion to them: ' 
for where they do not upon ſome pat- 
ticular reſpe&ts command , they do im- + 
plicitly 
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plicitly and generally forbid all ſuch dif- 
CoVeries. 

15. For firſt if a fault divulged 
be of a light nature, the offender cannot 
thereby merit ſo much, as to be made 
a public diſcourſe, Fame is a tender 
thing, and ſeldom is toſt and bandicd 
without receiving ſome bruiſe, if not 
a crack: for reports we know like ſnow 
balls gather ſtill the farther they roule, 
and when I have once handed it to 
another , how know I how he may 
improve it, and if he deliver it fo ad- 
vanced to a third, he may give his con- 
tribution alſo to it, and ſo in a ſucceſ- 
five tranſmitting, it may grow to ſuch a 
monſtrous bulk, as bears no proportion 
to its Original, He muſt be a great 


ſtranger to the world , that has not ex- 


perimentally found the truth of this, 
How many perſons have lain under 
= and heavy ſcandals, which have ta- 

en their firſt riſe only from ſome 1n- 
adyertence, or indiſcretion ? Of ſo quick 
a growth is Slander, that the leaſt grain, 
like that of muſtard ſeed , mentioned 
Mat. 13. 32. immediatly shoots up into 
a tree. And when it is ſo, it can no 


more be reduced back into its firſt cauſe, 
K 2 then 
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then a tree can ſhrink into that little ſeed | 
from whence it firſt ſprang. No ruines 
are ſo irreparable as thofe of reputation: } 
and "rows 1a he that pulls out but one 
ſtone towards the breach , may do a 
greater miſchief then perhaps he intends; | 
and a greater injuſtice too ; for by hoy | 
much the more ſtritly Juſtice obligesto 
reparation in caſe of injuries don , fo, 
much the more ſeverely do's it prohibit 
the doing thoſe injuries which are uncs | 
pable of being repared. In the Levitt | 
call Law he that knew his ox was. apt 
to gore , and yet kept him not up, | 
ſtood reſponſible for any miſchief he | 
happened to do, Exod. 21. 29. I think; 
there is 'no conſidering man can be igno-| 
rant how apt even little trivial accuſa- | 
tions are to tear and mangle ones fame: | 
and yer if the laviſh talker reſtrain them 
not, he certainly ſtands accountable to | 
God, his Neighbor, and his own Cor | 
ſcience , for all the danger they pro- 
CUre, | | 
16. Bur if the report concern ſome | 
higher and enormous crime, tis true the 
delinquent may deſerve the leſs pitty, 
yet perhaps the reporter 'may not de- | 
ſerve the leſs blame : for often ſuch a |} 
diſcovery 


' 


| 
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diſcovery ſerves but to enrage, not re- 
clame the offender , and precipitate him 
into farther degrees of ill. Modeſty and 
fear of ſhame , is one of thoſe natural 
reſtraints, which the wiſdom of God has 
put upon mankind , and he that once 
ſtumbles , may yet by a check of that 
bridle recover again : but when by a 
public dete&ion he is fallen under that 
infamy he fear'd, he will then be apt to 
diſcard all caution, and to think he ow's 
himſelf the utmoſt pleſures of his vices 
as the price of his reputation. Nay 
perhaps he advances farther , and ſets 
up for a reverſt ſort of Fame , by being 
eminently wicked : and he who before 
was but a Clandeſtine diſciple, becomes 
a Doctor of impiety. And ſure it were 
better to let a conceled crime remain in 
its wiſht obſcurity, then by thus rouz- 
ing it from its covert, bring it to ſtand 
at bay, and ſer it ſelf in this open defi- 
ance ; eſpecially in this degenerous age z 
when vice has ſo many well willers, 
that, like a hoping party, eagerly run 
into any that will A. them, 

17. AND this brings in a third conſl- 
deration relating to the public, to which 
the divulging of private ( eſpecially if 
they 
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they be novel; unuſual ) crimes, do's but 
an ill picce.of ſervice. Vice is contag'» 
ous and caſts peſtilential vapors : and as } 
he that ſhould bring out a plague-fick 
Perſon, to inform the world of his dif. 
eaſe , would be thought not to have 
much betrjended his neighborhood , fo | 
he that diſplaies theſe vicious Ulcers, 
whulſt he.ſeeks. to defame one, may per- 
haps infet-many. We too cxperimen- | 
cally find the torce of ill examples. Men | 
often take up ſins, to which they have ; 
no natural.propenſion, meerly by way | 
of :conformiy and imitation. Bur if the | 
inſtahce happen in a crime , which more | 
ſuits the praQtice of the hearers, tho it 
cannot be ſaid to ſeduce, yet it may Cn- | 
courage and confirm them; embolden | 
them not only the more frequently to 
act, but even. to avow thoſe ſins, wherin 
they find they ſtand not ſingle, and by ; 
diſcovering a new acceſſary to their Par- | 
ty, invite them the more heartily and | 
openly to eſpoule it. | 
18, THEss arc ſuch effects as ſurely | 
do very 1ll -correſpond with that Juſtice 
and Charity we owe either to particular 
Perſons, or to mankind in General, 
And indeed no better can be expected, 1 
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from a praftice which ſo perfe&tly cons 
tradits the grand rule , both of Juſtice 
and Charity, The doing as we would be 
don to. That this do's ſo, every man 
has a ready conviction within him, if 
he pleaſe but to conſult his own hearr, 
Alas with what ſolicitude do we ſeek to 
hide our own guilts, what falſe dreſſes, 
what varnishes have we for them ? There 
are not more arts of diſguiſing our Cor- 
poral blemishes, then our Moral: and 
yet whilſt we thus paint and parget our 
own deformities , we cannot allow any 
the leaſt imperfection of anothers to re- 
main undetefted, but tear off the veil 
from their blushing frailties , and not on 
ly expoſe, but proclame them. And can 
there be a groſſer, a more deteſtable 
partiality then this? God may ſure in 
this inſtance ( as in many others ) expo- 
Rulate with us as he did with Ifſracl, Ezek, 
33. Are not your waies unequal? What 
Barbariſm , what inhumanity is it , thus 
to treat thoſe of the ſame common na- 
ture with our ſelves, whom we cannot 
but know have the ſame concern to 
preſerve a Reputation, and the ſame 
regret to loſe it, which we have? And 
what Shame is it, that that Evangelical 

Precept 
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precept, of doing as we would be don 
roy, which met with ſo much reverence 
even from Heathens, that: Severus the 
Emperor prefer'd it to all the Maximsg 
of Philoſophers, should be thus contem. 
ned and vrolated by Chriſtians, and that 


i... A 


too upon ſuch flight inconfiderable mo- | 


tives as uſually preyail in this caſe of De- 
famation ? 


i9, BuT we arc not to conſi-| 


der this fault only in 1ts root as it 18a 


defe&t of Juſtice and Charity , but in its | 


po too, as it is a Seminary of more 
njuſtice and Uncharitableneſs. Thoſe 
diſadvantageous reports we make of our 


: 
: 


| | 


neighbors, are almolt ſeen to come round: f 


for let no man perſwade himſelf, that 
the hearers will keep his counſil ary 


better then he do's that of the defamed | 


Perſon. The ſofteſt whiſper of this kind, | 
will find others to Eccho it, ill it reach | 


the ears of the concerned Party, and 


pechaps with ſome enhancing circum- | 
ſtances too. And when tis confider'd how | 
unwilling men are to hear of their faults, | 


tho even in the mildeſt and moſt chari- 
table way of admonition, tis not to be 
doubted a public Defamation will feem 


diſabliging enough to provoke a return; * 


which 
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which again begers a rej oinde T, and ſo 
the quarrel is Carried on with mutual 
Focriminations, Ul malicious inquiries 
are made into cach others manners, and 
thoſe things which perhaps they did in 
cloſets, come to be proclamed upon rhe 
houſe top: lo the wild-fire runs round, 
till ſometimes nothing but blood will 
quench it; or if it arrive not to thats, 
yet it ul: tally hixcs in an 1rreconcileable 
feud. To this is often owing thoſe di- 
ſtances we fee among friends and rC« 
lations ; this bree«s ſuch ſtrangeneſs, fuch 
animolities amonyl{t neighbors , that you 
cannot £0 to one but you $hall be en- 
tertain'd with 1nveftives againſt the 0+ 
therz nay perſtaps you Shall loſe both, 
becauſe you are willing to ſide with nei- 
ther. 

20. TnESE are the uſual conſequen- 
ces of the hibercy of the Tongue: and 
what account Can any man give to him- 
felt, either in Chriſtianity or prudence; 
that has let in ſuch arrain of niſ{chicts, 
mecrly to gratity an unpotent childish 
humor of tc ling a tale? Peace was the 
great Legacy C brit lettto his followe ers, 
and ought to be vuarded , rho we exroſe 
for it- Our greatelt remporal concerns » 
L Ot 
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well as our brethren, be thus proſtiru- 
ted. 

21. YET if we conſider it abſtraed- 
ly, from thele more ſolemn miſchief 
which atrend it, the meer levity and 
unworthineſs of it ſets it below an in- 
genuous Perſon, We gencrally think a 
tatler and buſy body a title of no ſmall 


reproch: yet truly I know not to whom | 


it more juſtly belongs, then to thoſe, 


who buſy themſelves firſt in learning, | 


and then in publishing rhe faults of 0+ 
thers: an emploiment which the Apoſtle 
thought a blot, even upon the weaker 
ſex, and thinks the prevention of ſuch 
importance, that he preſcribes them to 
change their whole condition of lite ; to 
convert widow-hood ( tho a ſtate which 
in other reſpects he much prefers , 1 Cor. 
7.8. ) into marriage, rather then ex- 
poſe themſelves ro the remtation , 1 Tim. 
5.13, 14. And if their impotence can 
not afford excuſe for it, what a dc 


ny . * 
baſement 1s it of mens nobler facultics! 


ro be thus entertain'd? The Hiſtorian 
gives it as an ill indication of Domitians 


but cannot without deſpight to him, as | 


| 
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temper, that he emploi'd himſelf in catch- | 


ing and tormenting Flies ; and ſure they $ 


fall 


i 
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fall not under a much better character, 
either for wiſdom , or good nature, who 
thus ſnatch up all the little fluttering re- 
ports they can meet with to the preju- 
dice of their neighbors. 

22, Bur beſides this divulging the 
faults of others, there is another branch 
of DetraCtion naturally ſpringing from 
this root, and this is cenfuring and ſe- 
vere judging of them. We think not 
we have wcll plaid the Hiſtorians, when 
we have told the thing, unleſs we add 
alſo our remarks, and animadverſions 
on it. And altho 'tis, God knows, bad 
enough to make a naked relation , and 
truſt 1t to the ſeverity of the hearers; yet 
few can content themſclves with that, 
but muſt give them a ſample of rigor, 
and by the bitterneſs of their own cen- 
ſure invite them to paſs the like : a 
proceſs contrary to all rules of Law or 
equity, for the plantiff to aſſume the 
part ofa Judg, And we may eaſily di- 
vine the fate of that mans fame, that is 
ſo unduly tried. 

23. *'Tis indeed ſad to ſee how ma- 
ny private tribunals are every where ſet 
up, where we ſcan and judg our neigh- 
bor's aCtions , but ſcarce cver acquit any. 


L 3 We 
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We take up with the moſt incompetent 
witneſles, nay often ſuborn our own ſur- 
miſes and jcalouſics, that we may be ſure 
to caſt the unhappy Criminal. How nice. 
y and ſcrupulouſly do we examine every 
circumſtance , ( W ould God we were but 
half as exaC& in our own penitential in- 
quiſitions ) and torture it to make it 
confcis ſomething winch appears not in 
the more general vicw of the fact, and 
which perhaps never was in the actors 
intention? In a word we do like witches 
with their Magical Chymilltry , extract all 
the vencm, and take none of the allay, 


By this mcans we confound the degreesf 


of {ins, and ſentence deliberate and inde. 
liberate, a habit or an act all at one rate 
that 1s commonly, at the utmoſt it can 
amount to, even in 1ts worſe accept 
on : and ſure this were a moſt culps 
ble corruption in judgment, could we 
Shew our commiſſion to judg our bre- 
thren. 

24. Bur here we may cvery one of 
us interrogate our ſclvcs in our Savors 
words, //ho made me a Fuds ? Luke. 12, 
14. And it he diſclam'd it, (who 1n re- 
ſpect of his Divinity had the Supreme 
right ) and that too 11 a caſe wherein 

ONE 
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one ( at leaſt ) of the Litigants had de- 
fired his intcrpoſition , what a boldneſs 
is it in us to aflume it, where no ſuch 
appeal is made to us, but onthe con- 
trary the Party diſowns our Autority ? 
Nay ( which is infinitely more ) tis ſuper- 
ſeded by our great Law-giver, in that 
expreſs prohibition , Mat. 7. 1. 7udg*+ 
not, and that back'd with a ſevere pe- 
nalty, that ye be not judged? As God 
hath appropriated vengeance to himſelt, 
ſo has he Judicature allo; and tis an in- 
vaſion of his peculiar, for any ( but his 
Delegates the lawful Magiſtrates ) ro 
pretend to cither, And indeed in all pri- 
vate Judgments, ſo much deyends upon 
the intention of the Offender, that un- 
lefs we could poſſeſs our ſelves of Gods 
Omniſcicnce, twill be as irrational as 
impious to aſſume his Autority. Until 
we know mens hcarts, wc arc at the 
beſt but imperfe&t Judges of their aCti- 
ons. At our ratc of judging St. Paul 
had furcly paſs'd for a moſt malicious 
Perfecutor , whereas Gol faw he did #- 
gnorantly in unbelivf , and upon that 1in+ 
tmtion had mercy on {:1:, 1. Tim. 1. 
I3. Tis theretore good countil which 


| the Apoſtle gives, 1, Cor. 4 5. 714g 


WOLTLT 
F F4 D 


$6 The Government of the Tongue, 


nothing before the time until the Lord 
come, For tho tis faid the Saints shall judy 
the world, 1. Cor. 6. 3. yet it muſt 
be at the great Aſſize, and he that will 
needs intrude himſelf into the office be. 
fore the time, will be in danger to be 
rather Paſſive then Active n the Judica 
, tory. I do not here adviſe to ſuch a ſtu. 
pid charity as ſhall make no diſtinCion 
of Attions. I know there is a wo pro. 
nounced as well to thofe who cal evil 
good , as good evil. Surely when we ce 
an open notorious fin committed, we 
may cxpreſs a deteſtation of the Crime, 
tho not of the Ator; nay it may ſome- 
times be a neceſſary Charity, both to 
the Offender, and to the innocent Spe- 
Ctators, asan Amulet to keep them from 
the Contagion of the Example. Bur ſtill 
even in theſe caſes, our Sentence mult 
not excecd the evidence, we mult judg 
only according to the viſible undoubted 
circumſtances, and not aggravate the 
crime upon preſumtions md conjectures; 
if we do, how right ſocver our gueſles 
may be, our judgment 1s not , but we 
are as St, James ſpeaks, Judges of evil 
thoughts, Chap. 2 4. 
25. INDEED this raſh judging 
»s 
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is not only very unjuſt both to God 
and man, bur it is an act of the great- 
eſt pride. When we ſet our. ſelves in 
the Tribunal , we alwaies look down 
with contemt on thoſe at the bar. And 
certainly there 15 nothing do's ſo grati- 
fy, ſo regale a haughty humor, as this 
piece of uſurpt Soverainty over our bre- 
thren : but the more it do's ſo , the 
greater neceſlity there 1s to abſtain from 
ru, Pride 1s a hardy kind of vice, that 
will live upon the barcſt paſture : you 
cannot ſtarve it with the moſt induſtrious 
mortifications : how little need 1s there 
then of pampering and heighrning it, 
which we cannot more cftectually do, 
then by this cenſorious humor? tor by 
that we are ſo perpetually emplord a- 
broad, that we have no leiſure ro look 
homeward, and ſce our own def-&ts. We 
are like the inhabitants of Az, Jol. 8. fo 
eager upon the purſuit of others, that we 
kave our ſelves expoſ'd to the ambuſhes 
of Satan, who will be ſure ſtill to in- 
courage us in our Chaſe , draw us {till 
farther and farther from our ſelves, and 
cares not how zealous we are in fight. 
ng againſt the crimes of others, ſo be 
can bur keep that zeal from recoiling 
upon our own, 26 Laſt- 
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. LasTLyY this judging others is 

one = the higheſt violations of Charity. 
The Apoſtle gives 1t as one of the pro- 
pertics of that grace, that zf thinks no e- 
vil( i.e.) is not apt to make fevere con- 
ſtructions , but-{»ts every thing in the 
faircit light, puts the moſt candid inter- 
pretations that the matter will bear. And 
truly this is of great importance to the 
reputation of our neighbors, The world 
we know 1s 1n-many "inſtances extreme 
ly governed by opinion, but 1n this 'tis 
all in a1; it has not only an influence 
upon it, but is that very thing: rCPULa» 
tion being nothing but a tar opinion 
and c{timation among others. Noy this 
opinion 13 not alwaics fwaied by due 
motives: {ometimes little accidents , and 
often fancy, and oicelt prepoſlefiion go- 
verns in it. So that many times he that 
puts the firſt ill Character , fixes the 
ſtamp, which afterwards goes currant 1n 
the world. The generality of pcople 
take up prejudices ( as they.do religions) 
upon truſt : and of thoſe that are more 
Curious 1n inquiring into the grounds, 
there are not many who vary on the 
more charitable hand, or bring the com- 
mon 1entence to review, W ith intent to 
moderate 
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moderate but inhance 1t. Men- are apt 
to think it ſome diſparagement to their 
acuteneſs and invention, it they can- 
not ſay ſomething as $sharp upon the 
ſubje&t, as hath bin ſaid before; and fo 
tis the buſineſs of many ro lay on more 
load , but of few to take off: and there- 
fore he that paſſes the firſt condemna- 
tory ſentence, 1s like the incendiary 
in a popular tumult, who is chargeable 
with all choſe diforders ro which he gave 
the farſt riſe, tho that free not his A- 
bettors from their ſhare of the guilt. 

27. AND as this1s very uncharitable 


| 1n reſpe& oft the injury offter'd, fo allo 


s it 1n refleftion on the grand rule of 
Charity. Can we pretend to love our 
neighbors as our ſelves , and yet $hall our 
love to him have the quite contrary 
effefts to that we bear our ſelves? Can 
ſel-love leſſen our beam into a mote, 
and yct can our love to him magnify 
his mote into a beam ? No certainly, true 
Charity is more ſincere, do's not turn 
to us the reverle end of the perſpective, 
to repreſent our own faults at a diſtance, 
and in the moſt diminutive ſize, and 
yer ſhuffle the other to us when we are 
to view his. No, theſe are Tricks of 

M Leger» 
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Legerdemain we lcarn in another Schook 


even his in whoſe ſtile is the accuſer of 


the brethren. Weknow how frequently 
God proteſts againſt falſe weights and 
falſe mcſures, And ſure 'tis not only in 
the ſhop or market that he abhors them, 
they are no leſs abominable in conver- 
ſation then in trafic. To buy by one 
meſure and fell by another , is not more 
unequal , then 1t 1s to have theſe diftering 
ſtandards for our own and our neigh- 
bors faults, that our own ſhall weigh, in 
the Prophet Jeremies Phraſe, /ighter then 
vanity, yea nothing, and yet his ( tho 


really the lighter ) ſhall prove Zacha F 


ries talent of lead. This is ſuch a partial. 
lity , as conſiſts not with common ho- 
neſty, and can therefore never be recon- 
ciled with Chriſtian Charity : and how 
demurely ſoever ſuch men may pretend 
ro ſanttity, that interrogation of Gods 
preſſes hard upon them, Shall I count 
them pure with the wicked balances , and 
with the bag of deceitful weights ? Mich, 
6. 11, Such bitter inveCtives againſt 0- 
ther mens faults, and indulgence or pal- 
liation of their own, shews their zeal 
lies in their ſpleen, and that they confi. 
der not ſo much what is don , as who 
do's 
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do's it : and to ſuch the ſentence of the 
Apoſtle 1s very applicable, Rom. 2. 1. 
Therefore thou art inexcuſable O man, 
whoſoever thou art that judgeſt, for <where- 
in thou judgeſt another thou condemneſt 
thy ſelf, for thou that judeeſt doſt the 
ſame thing. But admit a man have not 
the very ſame guilts he cenfures in a- 
nother, yet tis ſure every man has ſome; 
and of what ſort ſoever they be, he de- 
fires not they should be rigorouſly fcan'd, 
and therefore by the rule of Charity, 
yea and juſtice to, ought not to do 
that which he would not ſuffer. If he 
_ can find extenuations for his own crimes, 
he 1s 1n all reaſon to preſume others 
may have ſo for theirs : the common 
frailty of our nature, as it is apt alike 
to betray us to faults, ſo it gives as Cc- 
qual share in the excuſe; and therefore 
what I would have paſs for the citect of 
impotency or inadyertence in my felt, 
I can with no tolerable ingenuity give 
a worſe name to in him, 

28. W & have now viewe(l borh theſe 
branches of Detrattion, ſcen both thc 
fin and miſchiefs of them , we may now 
| Join them together in a concluding ob- 
* ſervation, which is that they are as 1m- 
M 2 prudent 
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prudent as they are unchriſtian, It has 
bin received among the maxims of ciyi| 
lite, not unneceſlarily to exaſperate any 
body ; to which agrees the advice of an 
ancient Philoſopher, Speak not evil of 
thy neighbor, if thou do'ſt thou $halt 
hcar that which will not fail ro trouble 
thee. There 1s no Perſon fo inconſide- 
rable, but may at ſome time or other 
do adiſpleſure: bur in this of Defaming 
men need no harnefling , no preparation 
every man has his weapons ready for a 
return: ſo that none can ſhoot thele ar- 
rows, but they muſt expect they will re- 
vert with a rebounded force: not only 
to the violation of Chriſtian Unity ( as 
[ have before obſerv'd ) but to the Ag- 

reſſors great ſecular detriment, both 
in fame, and oftentimes intereſt alſo. Re- 
venge 1s £harp-ſighted, and overlooks no 
opportunity of a retailiation , and that 
commonly not bounded as the Levitical 
ones were, en eie for aneie, a tooth for 
a tooth, Exod. 21. 24. no nor by the 
larger proportions of their reſtitutions 
fourfold, Exod. 22. 1. but extended 
co the utmoſt power of the inflicter, 
The examples are innumerable of men 
who have thus laid themſelves open in 


their 
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their _—_ concerns, and have let 


looſe the hands as well as Tongues of o- 


thcrs againſt them , meerly becauſe they 
would put no reſtraint upon their own 
which is ſo great in diſcretion,that to them 
we may well apply that of Solomon, 
A fools mouth 1s hus deſtruttion , and his 
lips are the ſnare of his ſoul. Prov. 18. 7. 
29. AND now who can ſufficiently 
wonder , that a practice that ſo thyarts 
our intereſt of both worlds, ſhould come 
uttiverſally to prevail among us? Yet 
that it do's ſo, I may appeal to the 
conſciences of moſt, and to the obſer- 


- vation of all. What ſo common To- 


me of diſcourſe is there, as this of back- 
iting our neighbors Come into com- 
pany of all Ages, all Ranks, all Pro- 
feſlions , this 15 the conſtant entertain- 
ment- And I doubt he that at night 
ſhall duely recolle& the- occurrences of 
the day , ſhall very rarely be able to ſay, he 
has ſpent it without hearing or Graking 
( perhaps both ) ſomewhat of this kind. 
Nay even thoſe who reſtrain themſelves 
other |iberties, are ofren apt to indulge 
fo this : many who are ſo juſt to their 
neighbors property , that as Abraham 
ence ſaid, Gen, 14. 23. ihey would = 
Fake 
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zZake from him, even from athred to a shoe 
latchet, are yet ſo inconſiderate of his 
Fame, as to find themſelves diſcourſe 
at the expence of that , tho infinitly a 
greater injury then the robbing of his 
Coffer : which ſhew's what falſe meſures 
we are apt to take of things , and evin- 
ces that many of thoſe, who have not 
only in general abjur'd the world 1n their 
baptiſm, but do in many inſtances ſeem 
' tothemſelyes ( as well as others ) to have 
gain'd a Superiority over it, do yetin 
this undiſcernably yield it che greateſt 
enlign of Soverainty , by permitting it to 
ſet the Standards and eſtimate of things, 
and taking its cuſtomary Preſcriptions 
for Laws. For what beſides this un- 
happy ſervility to cuſtom, can poſlibly 
reconcile men that own Chriſtianity, 
to a practice ſo widely diſtant from it? 
Tis true thoſe that profeſs themſelves 
men of this world, who deſign only their 
portion in this lite, may take it up as 
ſometimes conducing ( at leaſt ſeemingly 

to their end: but for thoſe who propoſe 
higher hopes to themſelves, and know 
that Charity is one of the main props 
ro thoſe hopes, how fooliſhly do they 
undermine themſelves, when they _ 
a 
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a& againſt their principles, and that up- 
on no other Autority , but that of popular 
uſage? I know men are apt to excule 
themſelves upon their indignation againſt 
vice, and think that their zeal muſt as 
yell acquit them for this violation of 
the Second Table, as it once did Moſes 
for the breaking both, Ex. 32. 19. Butto 
ſuch I may anſwer in Chriſts words, 
Luke 9. 55. Te know not what manner 
of ſpirit you are of. Meekneſs and 
Charity are the Evangelical graces , 
which will moſt recommend and aſli- 
milate us to him, who was meek and 
lowly in heart, But after all this pre- 


' text of Zeal, I fear it is but a cheat we 


put on our-ſelves, the Elder brothers rai- 
ment only to diſguiſe the Supplanter. 
Gen. 27, Let men truly ranſack their 
own breaſts, and I doubt the beſt will 
lind there is ſomething of vanity which 
lies at the bottom, if it be not the po- 
litive ſort mention'd before, of deligning 
to illuſtrate my ſelt by others blemiſhes, 
yet at leaſt the negative, that I am un- 
willing to incur the contemt incident ro 
thoſe, who ſcruple at ſmall ſins. Belides 
I obſerve perhaps , that tis the common 
entertainment of the world, to Defame 
their 
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their neighbors, and if I ſtrike not in 
upon the Theme, I ſhall have nothing to 
render me acceptable company ; perhaps 
I ſhall be reproched as moroſe or dull, 
and my ſilence $hall be conſtrued to pro- 
ceed not from the abundance of my Cha- 
rity , but the defe& of my Wit. 

30. Bur ſure they that can thus ar- 
gue, do hereby give a more demonſtra- 
tive proof of that defect. He whoſe wit 
1s-ſo precarious that it muſt depend on- 
ly upon the folly or vice of another, 
had beſt give' over all pretence to it, 
He that has nothing of his own growth 
ro fet before this gueſts, had better } 
make no invitations, then break down 
his neighbors incloſure, and 'feaſt them 
upon his plunder, Beſides how pit- 
_ tiful an atteſttion of wit 1s it , to be able 
to make a diſgraceful relation of ano- 
ther * No ſcolding women but may 
ſet up ſuch Trophies: and they that can 
value a man upon ſuch an account, may 
prefer the Scarabes , who feed upon dung, 
and are remark'd by no other property, 
before the Bce that ſucks flowers and re- 
turns hony. 

31. Bur in the nextplace admit this 
reſtraint ſhould certaizly expoſe ne | 

that 
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that reproch ; methinks this should be 


no news to thoſe who know the con- 
dition of Chriſtianity is to take up the 
Croſs: and ſure it cannot weigh lighter 
then in this inſtance. What am I the 
worle if a vain Talkative Perſon think 
me too reſerv'd? Or it hey, whoſe frolic 
levity 1s his difeaſe , call me dull, becauſe 
I yapor not out all my ſpirits into froth? 
Socrates when inform'd of ſome deroga- 
ting Speeches one had uſed of him be- 
hind his back, made only this facetious 
reply , Ler him beat me too when I am 
abſenr. And he that gets not ſuch an 
indifference to all the 1dle cenſurecs of 


men, will be diſturb'd in all. his civil 


tranſattions, as well as his Chriftian : 
it being ſcarce poſſible ro do any thing g 
but there will be deſcants made on at. 
And if a man will regard thoſe windsy 
he muſt, as . Solomon ſaies, never ſows 
Eccl. 11. 4. He muſt ſuſpend even the 
neceſſary ations of common life, if he 
will not venture them to the being muſ- 
judged by others. 

32. BUT there 1s a yet farther con- , 
fideration in this matter: for he that 
ypon ſuch a deſpicable motive will vio- 
hte his duty in one particular , 1&ts Sa» 
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tan get a main ipoint of him, and can 
with no good Logic deny to do it in 
others. Detrattion is not the only fin 
m faſhion: Profaneneſs, and Obſcenity, 
and all ſorts of Luxury are fo too, and 
threaten no leſs reproch to thoſe who 
tcruple at them. Upon the ſame grounds 
therefore thar he diſcards his Charity to 
his neighbor, he may alſo his Piety , his 
Modeity , his Temperance, and almoſt 
all other virtues. And to ſpeak the truth, 
there is not a more fertile womb of ſin, 
then this dread of ill mens reproch. O- 
ther corruptions muſt be gratifi'd with 
colt and induſtry, but in this the Devil 
hath no farther trouble then to laugh 
men out of their ſouls. So prolific a vice 
therefore had need be weeded out of 
mens hearts: for if it be allowed the leaſt 
corner , if it be indulged to in this one 
inſtance, 'twill quickly ſpread it ſelf far- 
r. 

' 33. YBr after all, this fear of re- 
proch 1s a meer fallacy, ſtarted to dif- 
puiſe a more reall cauſe of fear: for the 
greater danger of reproch do's indeed lie 
on that other ſide. Common eſtimation 
puts an ill Character upon pragmatic 
medling people. For tho the inquiſi- 
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tiveneſs and curioſity of the hearer , may 
ſometimes render ſuch diſcourſes grateful 


| enough to him, yet it leaves in him no 


good impreſſions of the ſpeaker. This 
1s well obſerv'd by the ſon of Sirach, 
Ecclus. 19. 8, 9. //hether it be to friend 
or foe , talk not of other mens lives; and 
if thou canſt without offence , revele them 
not , for he heard and obſeru'd thee, and 
when time cometh he <4ll hate thee. In 
a word all conſidering Perſons will be e- 
ver upon their guard in ſuch company , 
as foreſeeing that they will talk no leſs 
freely of them , then they do of others be- 
fore them. Nor can the commonneſs of 
the guilt obviate the cenſure, there be. 
ing nothing more frequent then for 
men to accuſe their own faults in other 
Perſons, Vice is like a dark Lanthorn , 
which turns its bright ſide only to him 
that bears it, but looks black and dil- 
mal in anothers hand: and in this par- 
ticular none has ſo much reaſon to fear 
a Defamer, as thoſe who are themſelves 
ſuch: for ( beſides the common pruden- 
tial motive ) their own conſciouſneſs 
gives them an inward alarm , and makes 
them look for a retribution in the ſame 
kind, Thus upon the w.ole matter we 
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ſee, there is no real temration, even to 
our vanity , to comply with this uncha- 
ritable cuſtom, we being ſure to loſe 
mare repute by it then we can propoſe 
to our ſelves to gain. The being e- 
ſteem'd an ill man will not be baltan- 
eced by being thought pleſant, ingenu- 
ous company, were one ſure to be (o, 
But *cis odds that will not be acquired 
by it neither, for the molt aſliduous tale. 
bearers and bittcreſt revilers are often 
half-witted people : there being no- 
thing more frequently obſervable , then 
ſach mens aptnels to {pcak evil of things 
they underſtand not, Jude 1. 2. 

34. O Let not then thoſe that have repu- 
diated the more —_ fins, ſhew them- 
ſelves philtr'd & bewitch'd by this, but in- 
ſtead of ſubmitting to the ill example ot 0- 
thers, ſet a good one to them, & endeavor 
to bring this unchriſtian cuſtom our of 
faſhion, I am ſure if they do not , they 
will be more dceply chargeable then 0- 
thers: for the more command they have 
over their other corruptions , the more do 
they witneſs againſt themſelves. Their 
remiſſneſs and willing ſubjection to this, 
beſides their example when ill, is more 
enſnaring they other mens, and 1s apt 

my; | _ 
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to inſinuate eaſy thoughts of the in. 
Men are apt to think themſelves fate 
while they follow one of noted piety 
and the autority of his Perſon often 
leads them blindfold into h:s failings. 
Thus when Peter diſſembled, St Paul 
tells us that the orher Ferzs , and even Bar- 
nabas alſo was carried away with his dif- 
ſimulation. Galat. 2. 13. And 1 doubt 
not in this particular many are incoura- 
ged by the liberty they ſee even good 
men take. So that ſuch have a more ac- 
cumulative guilt, for they do not only 
commit, bur patronize the fault: rhe 


, conſideration whereof has kept me, I 


confeſs, longer upon this head then 1s 
proportionable to the brevity of the reſt; 
but I think not longer then azrees to 
the importance of the ſubject. 

5. AND now ſince we have conſi- 
der'd the malignity of this ſin of Detra- 
aion , and yer withall find that ris a fin, 
which, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, dorh ſo eaſe» 
ly beſet us, tis but a natural Corollary 
that we inforce our vigilance againſt 1t. 
And where the importance and difhcul- 
ty are both 1o great, twill bc a little ne- 
ceſſary to conſider what arc the likelieſt 
means, the moſt appropriate Antidote 

againſt 
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againſt this ſo dangerous, and yet fo E- 
pidemic a diſeaſe, 


36. Anp here the common rule of | 


Phylic 1s to be adverted too, viz. to ex- 
amine the cauſes, that the remedies may 
be adapted tro them, I ſhall therefore in 
the firſt place deſire every man ſeriouſly 
to ſtudy his own conſtitution of mind, 
and obſerve what are his particular tem- 
tations to this ſin of DetraQtion , whe- 
ther any of thoſe I have before ments 
on'd, as Pride, Envy , Levity , &c. or 
any other which lies deeper, and 1s on- 
ly diſcernible to his own inſpection. Let 
him, I fay, make the ſcrutiny, and then 
accordingly apply himſelt to correct the 
ſin in its firſt principle. For as when 
there 1s an eruption of Humor 1n any 
part, tis not cured meerly by outward 
applications, but by ſuch alterative Me- 
dicines as purify the blood ; ſo this Le- 
proly of the Tongue will ſtill ſpread 
farther, if it be not check'd in 1ts Spring 
and ſource, by the mortifying of thoſe 
corrupt inclinations , whuch feed and 
heighten it, 
37. Tris 1s an inquiſition I muſt 
leave to every mans own Conſcience, 


which alone can teſtify by what im- } 


pulſes 
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pulſes he acts. Yet as the Rabbires were 


wont to ſay, that in every Signal Judg- 
ment which befel the Jews, there was 
ſome grain of the Golden-calf; fo 1 think 
I may venture to ſay , that in all Detra- 
on , there is ſome mixture of Pride: 
and thercfore I ſuppoſe, a Caution a- 
painſt that , will be ſo generally ſeaſona- 
ble, that it may well lead the Van of 
all other advices in this matter. And 
here tis very obſervable, that God who 
has made of one blood all Nations of the 
earth. AQt.. 17. has fo equally diſtribu- 
ted all the moſt valuable priviledges -of 
Human nature, as if he deſign'd to pre- 


| Clude all inſulting of one man over an- 


other. Neither has he only thus infinua« 
ted it by his Providence, but has in- 
forc'd it by his commands. In the Levi- 
tical Law we find what a particular care 
he takes to moderate the rigor of Ju« 
dicial correftion, upon this very ac- 
count, leſt thy Brother be deſpiſed mn 
thine ejes. Deut. 25. 3. So unreaſona« 
ble did he think it, that the crime or 
miſery of one, ſhould be the exultation of 
another. And St. Parl brands it as a great 
guilt of the Corinthians, that they up- 


- $ on the occaſion of the inceſtuous Peron 
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were puffed up. when they should have 
mourned. 1, Cor, 5. 2, When we ſcea 
dcad Corps, we are not apt to inſult o, 
ver it, or brag of our own health and 
vigor; but it rather damps us, and makes 
us reflet&t, that it may ( we know not how 
ſoon ) be our own condition. And cer- 
tainly the ſpe&acles of Spiritual mor- 
tality ſhould have the ſame operation. 
We have the ſame principles of Corrus 
ption with our lapſed Brethren, and 
have nothing but Gods grace, to ſecure 
us from the ſame effets, and by theſe 
inſulting refletions forfeit that too; 


for hegrves grace only to the humble. Jam. \ 


poſite to this caſe, Gal. 6. 1, Bre- 

en if a man be overtaken in a fault; 
reſtore ſuch a one mm the ſpirit of Meekneſs, 
conſidering thy ſelf”, leaſt thou alſo be temt- 
ed. In a word the falls of others ought 
to excite our pitty towards them , our 
caution as to our ſelves and our thank- 
fulneſs to God, if he hath hitherto pres 
ſerv'd us from the like , For who mage 
thee to differ from anather ? Cor 4. 7. But 
if we ſpread our Sails, and triumph 0- 
ver theſe wrecks , we expoſe our ſelves to 


worſe. Other ſins like Rocks may ſplitus 
ya 


4. 6. vt. Paul's advice therefore 1s very 
a 
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yet | the lading may be preſferv'd ; bur 
Pride like a Gulf fwallows us up ; our 
very vertues when ſo levened, becom- 
ing weights and plummets to ſink us to 
the decper ruine. The counſil therefore 
of the Apoſtle, is very pertinent to this 
matter. Rom. 11, 20. Benot high mind- 
ed , but fear. 

38. Bur God knows we can inſult 
over others when we are not only un« 
dera poſſibility , but are aftually involv'd 
in the ſame guilt : and then what are all 
our accuſations and bitter cenſures of 
others, but inditments and condemma- 
tory ſentences againſt our ſelves ? And 
we may juſtly expe& God ſhould take 
us at our word, and reply upon us 
as the Prophet did upon David ; T hou art 
the man.2 Sam.12.7. For tho our officious 
vehemence againſt anothers crime , may 
blind the cies of men, ,yet God is not 
ſo mocked : as therefore when a thief 
or murderer is detected, it gives an a- 
larm to the whole confederacy; ſo when 
we find our own guilts purſued in other 
mens Perſons, *tis not a time for us to 
join in the proſecution, bur rather by 
humble and penitent refletions on our 
kelves to provide for our own' ſafety. 


0 When 
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When therefore we find our ſelves ( up- 
on any miſdemeanor of our brother ) 
ready to mount the tribunal, and pro- 
nounce our ſentence, let vs firſt contider 
how competent we are for the office, 
calling to mind the deciſion Chriſt once 
made in the like caſe, He that 1s with. 
out ſim let him firſt cast a ſtone, Joh. $. 7. 
And if we did this, many perhaps of 
our fierceſt impeachers , would think 
fit to retire and leave the delinquent ( as 
they themſelves finally delire to be )to 
the merciful indulgence of a Savior. In 
ſhort, would we but look into our own 


hearts , we ſhould find ſo much work for \. 


our inquifitions and cenſure, that we 
ſhould not be at leiſure to ramble a- 
broad forit. And therefore as Lycurgw 
once faid to one, who importun'd him 
to eſtablish a popular parity in the ſtate, 
Do thou, fates he, begin it firſt in thine 
own family; ſo I $hall adviſe thoſe that 
will be judging, to practice firſt at home. 
And if they will confine themſelyes to 
that, till there be nothing left to cor- 
rect, I doubt not their neighbor will 
be well enough fecur'd againſt their De- 
traCtions. 


39. ANOTHER preſeryation againlt | 


that 
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that ſin is the frequent contemplation 
of the laſt and great judgment, 'This is in- 
deed a Catholicon againſt all: but we find 
it particularly appl'd by St. Paulto this 
of judging and deſpiſing our Brethren. 
Why doſt theu judg thy brother ? or why doſt 
thou ſet at nought thy brother 2 We shall all 
ſtand before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt. 
Rom. 14. 10, That is the great day of Re- 
relation and retribution, and we are 
not to anticipate it by our private 1n- 
queſts or ſentences : we have bulinels e- 
nough to provide our own accounts a- 
gainſt that day, Andasit were aſpight- 
tul folly for Malefa&toas that were go- 
ing together to the bar, to ſpend 


their time in exaggerating, each others 


crimes: ſo ſurely it 1s for us, who are all 
going toward the dreadful tribunal , to 

drawing up Charges againſt one an- 
other, And who knows bur we may then 
meet with the fate of Danzels acculcrs , 
ſee him we conſur'd acquit, and our ſelves 
doomed, The penitence of the crimi- 
nal may have numbred him among the 
Saints, when our unretratted unchari- 
tableneſs may ſend us to unqnenchable 
Flames. 1 conclude this conlideration 


with the words of St, James, T here is one 
&) 2 Laws 
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Lawerver who is able to ſave and to deſtroy, 
who art thou that judgeſt another ? Jam, 


4+ 12. 

40. A third expedient may be, to try 
to make a revulſion of the humor , to 
draw it into another channel. If we 
muſt needs be talking of other peoples 
faults, let it not be to Defame, but to a- 
mend them, by converting our Detra- 
&ion and backbiring into Admonition 
and fraternal correption, 'T his 1s a way 
fo extract medicine out of the viper, to 
conſecrate even this ſo unhallow'd a part 
of our temper, and to turn the ungrate- 
ful medling of a buſy-body, into the 


moſt obliging office of a friend. And { 


indeed had we that zeal for vertue,, 
which we pretend when we inveigh a- 
gainſt vice, we $should ſurely lay it out 
this way, for this only gives a poſlibility 
of reforming the offender. But alas we 
order the matter fo, as if we fear'd to 
loſe the occaſion of Clamor, and will 
tell all the world but him that it moſt 
concerns. Indeed tis a deplorable thing 
to ſee how univerſally this neceſſary 
. Chriſtian duty is negle&ted ; and to that 
neglect we may in a great degree impute 
that ſtrange overflowing of Detraction 
among 
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among us. We know the receiving a” 
ny thing into our Charge, inſcnlibly be- 
gets a love and tendernels to it (a nurſe 
upon this account comes often to vie 
kindneſs with the _: and would 
we but take one another thus into our 
care , and by friendly vigilance thus 
watch over cach others ſouls, tis ſcarce 
imaginable what an endearment it would 
create : ſuch certainly as would infalli- 
bly ſupplant all our unkind reportings 
and ſevere delcants upon our brethren z 
ince thoſe can never take place, but when 
there is at leaſt an indifference, if not an 


enmity. 


41. THE next cure I ſhall propoſe 
for Detrattion , is to ſubſtrat its nu» 
righment , by ſuppreſling all Curiolity 
and inquiſitiveneſs concerning others. 
Were all Supplies thus cut off, it would 
a laſt be ſubdued. The King of Erhi- 
opia in a vie of Wit with the King of 
Egypt , propoſd it as a Problem to 
him , to drink up the Seca , to which 
he repli'd, by requiring him firſt to ſtop 
the acceſs of Rivers to it : and he that 
would drain this other Occan , mult 
take the ſame courſe, dam up the ave- 
nues of thoſe Springs which fced it. Hz 
that 


ee. | 


that is alwaies upon the ſcent, hunting 


out ſome diſcovery of others), will bc 
very apt to invite his neighbors to the 
quarry ; and therfore twill be neceſſary 
for him, to reſtrain himſelf from that 
range : not like jealous States , to keep 
Spies and penſioners abroad to bring hum 
intelligence , but rather diſcourage all 
ſuch officious pick-thanks: for the fuller 
he is of ſuch informations, the more is 
his pain if he keep them in, and his guilt 
if ho publish them. Could men be per- 
faded to affect a wholeſome ignorance 
in theſe matters, it would conduce both 
to their eaſe and innocence: for tis this 


Itch of the car which breaks out at the { 


Tongue : aud were not Curiokity the 
Purveior , Detraction would ſoon be 
ſtarved into a tameneſs, 

42, Bur the moſt infallible receit 
of all, is the frequent recolleCting , and 
ſerious applying of the grand rule , of 
doing as we would be don to : for 4 
Detraction 1s the violation of that, fo 
the obſervation of that muſt certainly 
ſupplant Detra&tion. Let us therefore 
when we find the humor fermenting 
within us , and ready to break out in 
Declamations againſt our brethren, Let 

us 
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us, Ifay, check it with this short que- 
ſtion , Would I my ſelf be thus us'd ? This 
voice from within , will be like that from 
heaven to St. Paul , which ſtopt him in 
the height of his carrier, Act. 9. 4. And 
this voice , every man may hear, that w.il 
not ſtop his ears, nor gag his conſcience, 
it being but the Eccho of tl.at native ſu- 
ſtice and equity which 1s planted in 
our hearts: and when we have our rc- 
medy ſo near us, and will not uſe it, 
God may well expoſtulate with us, as 
he did with the Jews , //7y will ye dies, O 
bouſe of Iſrael? Erek. 33. 11. 

THrEess are ſome ot choſe many re- 
ceits which may be preſcrib'd againit this 
ſpreading diicaſe. But indeed there 1s 
not ſo much need to multiply remedies, 
as to perfwade men to apply them. We 
are in love with our Malady, and as loth 
to be cured of the Luxury of the Tony © 
as St. e Auguſtine was of his other Scntu- 
ality , againſt which he praied with a Ca- 
yveat, that he might not be too ſocn 
heard. But tis il! dallyig, where our 
Souls are concern'd: for alas tis t!.cy that 
are wounded by thoſc darts , which we 
throw at others. We take our aim per- 
haps at our Neighbors, but indecd hit 

Our 


© $7" WO. * 


| 
| 
4 
| 
: 


Ss -ar. 


112 The Government of the Tongue, 


our ſelves: herein verifying in the higheſt 
Scnſe that Axiom of the Wiic-man, 


He that diggeth a pit , Shall fall into it, | 


and he that roleth a ſtone, it shall return 
pon him. Prov.26.27. If therefore we have 
no tenderneſs, no relentings to our Bre- 
thren , yet let us have ſome to our ſelves, 
ſo much compaſſion, nay ſo much re- 
fpet to our precious immortal Souls, 
as not to ſet them at ſo deſpicable a price, 
to put them in balance with the ſatisfy- 
ing of a pctulant peevish vanity. Surely 
the shewing our felves ill-natur'd ( which 
is all the gain Detraction amounts to) 


1s not fo enamouring a deſign , that we \, 


Should ſacrifice to it our highelt intereſt, 
Tis tvo much to ſpend our breath in ſuch 
a purſuit, Olet notour ſouls alſo exhale 
in the vapor; but Jet us rather pour them 
out 1n praters for our brethren, then in 
accuſations of them : for tho both the one 
and the other will return into our own 
boſoms, yet God knows to far differ: 
ing purpoſes, even, as differing as thoſe 
wherewith we utter them. The Charity 
of the one like kindly exhalations will 
deſcend in showers ot bleſſings, but the 
rigor and aſperity of the other, in a ſe 
vere doom upon our ſclyes : for the A- 
poſtle 
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poſtle will tell us, Ze Shall have Judg- 
ment without mercy , that hath shewed no 


I mercy , James 2. 13, 


Se cT, VII. 
Of Scoffing and Deriſion, 


"TJ*HERE is alſo another fault 

of the Tongue injurious to our 
neighbor , and that is Deriſton and 
Mockery ; the ſtriving to render others 


" 35 ridiculous and contemtible as we can. 


This in reſpect of the ſubject matter dit- 
fers trom the other of Detraftion, as 
much as folly or deformity do's from 
vice : yet figce injuries as well as bene- 
fits are to be meſured by common eſtt- 
mation , this may come in ballance with 
the other, There is ſuch a general aver- 
ſation in human nature to contemt , 
that there is ſcarce any thing more ex- 
aperating. I will not deny bur the cxceſs 
thee averſation may be level'd againſt 
Pride, yet ſure ſcorn and diſdain never 
ſprung from humility , and therefore are 


very 
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very incompetent Correttors of the other 
{o that it may be ſaid of that, as once 


it was of Diogenes, that he trampled on | 


Plato's Pride with greater of his own, 

2. Nok is this injury enhanced on- 
ly by the reſentment of the 1ufferer, 
but alſo by the way of infliting it. We 
generally think thoſe are the ſevereſt 
marks of infamy , which are the mot 
indelible. To be burnt in the hand or 
pilloried, is a more laſting reproch then 
to be ſcourged or confined ; and it is 
the lame in this caſe, tor here common 
ly Wit is the Lidtor, which is arm'd 


with anedg'd tool, and leaves ſcars be. 


hind it. The reproch of rage and 

ſeem to bewrit in Chalk or Lead, whic 
a diſpaſſionate hearer eafily wipes out, 
bur thoſe of Wit arelike the gravers bu- 
rine upon copper , or the corrodings of 
Aqua-tortis , engrave and indent the 
CharaQters that they can never be de- 
faced. The truth of this daily experi- 
ence atteſts, A dull contumely quickly 
vanishes, no body thinking it worth re- 
membring; but when 'tis ſteel'd with 
Wit, it pierces deep, leaves ſuch impref- 
ſions in the tancy of the hearcrs, that 
thereby 1t gets rooting in the —— 
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will ſcarce be eradicated : nay ſometimes 


| it happens to ſurvive both ſpeaker and 
| hearer , and conveys it felt to poſterity; 


it being not unnſual for the farcaſms of 
Wit to be tranſmitted in ſtory, And 
3 it thus gives an edg, ſo alſo do's it 
add wings to a reproch , makes it fly a- 
broad in an inſtant. Many a poor mans 
infirmities had bin confined to the no- 
tice of a few relations or neighbors , had 
not ſome remarkable ſtre1n -of drollery 
ſcatter'd and diſperſed them. 'The jeſt re- 
commends the- Detamation, and is com- 
monly ſo incorporate with it, that they 
cannot be related apart. And even 


' thoſe who like ir not in one reſpe&, 


yet are many time fo tranſported with 
tn the other, that they chute rather to 
propagate the contumely , then ſtifle the 
conceit. Indeed Wir is ſo much the 
Diana of this age, that he who goes a- 
bout to ſer any bounds. ro it muſt expe& 
an wproar, Acts'19. 28. or at leaſt to 
be judged to have impoſed an envious 
inhibition on it , becauſe himſclt has nor 
ſtock enough to maintain the trade. But 
how ever $harp or unexp2&ed the c-n- 
ſure may ſeem to be , yet tis neceſſary that 


k plain downright truth should ſometimes 
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be ſpoken , and I think that will bear me 


out, if I ſay 'tis poſſible men may be 


as oppreſſive by their parts, as their 
wer 4 2 ur Gol ad no more defion 
the meaner intelleCtualls of ſome 3 
triamphs to the Pride and vanity of the 
more acute , then he did the poſſeſſions 
of the leſs powerful, as a prey to thera 
pine and avarice of the mighty. 

3. AND this ſuggeſts a yet farther 
aggravation of this tin, as it is a per- 
—_— of Gods deſign, ,and abuſe of the 
talent he has committed to men in truſt, 


_ and quickneſs of parts, is ſure 
to 


reckoned in the higheſt ranks of | 


Bleſſings, an inſtrument proper for the 
moſt excellent purpoſes: and therefore 
we cannot ſuppoſe the Divine wiſdom, 
ſo much $short of Human, as not in 
his intention to aſſign it to uſe 
worthy of it. Thoſe muſt relate either 
to God, our ſelves, or our neighbor, 
In reſpe&t of God, it renders us more 
capable of contemplating his Perfed- 
ons, diſcerning the Equity and excel- 
lence of his Laws, and our obligations 
to obedience. In regard of our ſclves, 
jt makes us herd our own interelt 
jn that obedience ; makcs us tra&table and 
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perſwaſible, contrary to that Brutish ſtub- 
bornneſs of the Horſe and Mule, which 
the Pſalmiſt reproches, Pfal. .32. 9. Be- 
ſides it accommodates ns in all the con- 
cerns of Human life, forms it ſelf into 
all thoſe uſeful contrivances, which may 
make our being here more comfortable : 
eſpecially it renders a man company to 
himſelf, and in the greateſt dearth of 
Society » entertains kim with his own 
thoughts. Laſtly, as to our neighbors, 
it renders us uſeful and afſiſtant. All 
thoſe diſcoveries and experiments, thole 
Arts and Sciences, which are now the 


, common treſure of the world , took 


their firſt riſe from the ingenuity of par- 
ticular Perſons : and mm all Perſonal 
exigencies wherein any of us are at any 
time involved, we nced not be told the 
uſefulneſs of a wiſe adviſer. Now all 
theſe are emploiments commenſurable to 
the faculty trom whence they flow, and 
that anſwer its excellence and value; and 
he that fo beſtows his talent, gives a good 
account of his truſt, Burt I would fain 
know under which of theſe Heads Deri- 
ſion of our Neighbors comes in : Cer- 
tainly not under that of being aſliſtant 
to him, It would bz a torry rclicf to a 

poor 
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poor indigent wretch , to lavish out wit 
upon him, in —— of his miſery, 
And is not this a paralle 

the ſame Barbariſm, to mock and re. 
proch a man that wants the gifts of 
Nature, as him that wants thoſe of For: 
tune? Nay perhaps it may be more, for 
a Beggar may have impoverisht himſelf 
by his own fault, but in Natural de. 
fefts there is nothing to be charged, un. 
leſs we will fly higher, and arraign that 
Providence that hath ſo diſpenſed. In 
a word as the Superfluites of the Rich 
are by God aſflign'd as the ſtore-houſe 
of the poor, ſo the Abilities of the Wiſe 
are of the ignorant : for tis a great mi- 
ſtake, to think our ſelves Stewards 1n 
ſome of Gods gifts, and proprietors in 
others. They are all equally to be —_— 
ed, according to the deſignation of the 
Donor, and there is nothing more uni- 
verſally defign'd by him, then that man- 
kind ould be equally helpful to one 
another. Thoſe therefore whom God 
hath bleſt with higher degrees of a- 
gacity and quickneſs, ought not to look 
down on others as the objetts of their 
contemt or ſcorn, but rather of their 


Care and pitty , cndeavouring to reſcue } 


them 


cale ? Is it not | 
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them from thoſe miſchiefs, to which 
their weakneſs may expoſe them, re- 
membring ſtill, that God might have ' 
changed the Scene, and made themſelves 
what they ſee others. It is part of Fobs 
juſtification of his integrity , that he was 
cies to the Blind , and feet to the Lame, 
Job. 29. 25. ( #. e. )he accommodated his 
aſſiſtances to all the wants and exigencies 
of others: and ſure tis no leſs the part 
of a good man to do it in the Mental 
then 1n the Corporcal detects. 

4. BurT alas many of us would ra- 
ther put a ſtumbling block in the way 
of the Blind , pull away the Crutch from 
the Lame, that we may ſport our ſelves 
to ſee them tumble : ſuch a ſenſuality 
we have in obſerving and improving the 
imperteftions of others, that it is become 
the grand excellence of the Age to be 
Dextrous at it, and Wit ſerves ſome 
men for little elſe. We are got indeed 
into a merry world, Laughing is our 
main buſineſs; as if becaulc it has bin 
made part of the Definition of man, 
that he 1s Riſible, his man-hood conliſt- 
ed in nothing elſe. But alas it that be 
all the uſe men have of cheir underſtand- 
ngs, they were given thera to little pur- 

pole 
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pole, ſince meer Idiots can laugh with as 
much pleſure and more innocence then 
they ; and it isa great inſtance how ex- 
tremes may be brought ro meet , that the 
exceſs of Wit in the one, and of Fol. 
ly in the other, ſerve but to produce the 
{ame effect. 

5. YET ſo voracious is this humor 
now grown, that it draws in every thing 
to feedit. There is not game enough 
from the reall folly of the world, and 
therefore that which is the moſt di- 
ſtant from it muſt be ſtampt with its 
mark. Tis a known ſtory of the Frier 
who on a faſting day bud his Capon 
be Carp, and then very canonically 
ate it; and by ſuch Wn ne 
power our Wits bid al ſeriouſneſs an 
conſideration be formality and fop- 
pery , and then under that name endea- 
vor to hunt it out of the world. I fear 
moral honeſty fares not better with ſome 
of them then moral prudence. The old 
Philoſophical vertues of Juſtice , 'Tempe- 
rance, and Chaſtity are now hiſt off rhe 
ſtage, as fit only tor that Antiquated ſet 
of Actors; and he that appears in that 
equippage, 1s by many thought more 11- 
diculous, then he that walks the — 

| 1s 
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his Anceſtors trunk hoſe. Nay indeed 
vice it felt is ſcarce ſecure if it havenot 
the grand accompliſhment of impudence: 
a puny bluſhing ſinner is to be laught 
out of his Modeſty, tho not out of his 
ſin; and to be proof againſt their ſcorns, 
he muſt firſt be ſo againſt all the regrets 
of his own mind. 

6. AND if meer Ethnic virtue, or 
ſhamefaced vice have this treatment , 
Chriſtian piety muſt expect worſe: and ſo 
indeed it finds, its proteſſors being be- 
yond all others expoſed to their {corn 
and contemt, Nor 1s it ſtrange it ſhould 
be fo, ſuch men being made, as it 1s 
Wild. 2. 14. to reprove their waits y 
they think in their own defence they 


are to deride theirs. This is it indeed 


which gives a ſecret ſting and venem to 
their reproches : other men they abuſe 
aS an Exerciſe of theirWirt, but theſe in 
defence of the party. So 7ulan after 
his —q—_ thought it a more effeCtual 
way to perſecute the Chriſtians by taunts 
and ironies , then by racks and tortures, 
as thinking it more poſlible to ſhame, 
then fright them out of their religion. 
And the ſtratagem ſeems ro have bin 


} reaſſumod by many in this age, and 1 


fear 
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fear with too great ſucceſs : for I doubt 


not there are divers who have herd, 


ed themſelves amongſt theſe profane Scot, 
fers, not that they are convinced by theis 
reaſons, but terrified by their contume- 
hes; and as ſome Indians are faid to 
worſhip the Devil, that he may not 
hurt them; ſo theſe chuſe to be aftive, 
that they may not be paſlive in the 
contemts flung upon religion : ſuch men 
forget the dreadful denuntiation of Chriſt 
againſt thoſe that shall be ashamed of him 
and his words. Mat. 8. 38. 

7. As for thoſe who, upon a juſter 
eſtimare, find the adyantages of piety 
worthy to be choſen, and cake it with 
all its acceſſary 1ignominies , they have 
the encouragement of very good com- 
pany. in their ſufferings. The Pſalmiſt 
long ago had his share, when nor only 
Thoſe that ſate in the gate ſpake againſi 
him, but the drunkards made ſongs upon 
him, Plal. 69. 12, Twas alſo the Pro- 
phet Zeremies complaint, I am in De- 
riſion daily, every one mocketh me, Jer. 
20. 7. Nay our bleſſed Lord himſelf was 
derided in his lite by the Phariſces , 
Luke 16 14. mocked and reviled at his 
fleath, by the Pricftts, the Elders , = 

, Sol- 
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Soldiers, nay by caſuall paſlengers , 
Mat. 27. 39. Andshall the ſervant think 
himſelf greater then his Lord? Shall a 
Chriſtian expett an immunity from what 
his Savior has born before him ? ( He 
that do's ſo , is too delicate a member for 
a crucified head. ) No ſure, lct us rather 
animate our ſelves, as the Apoſtle cx- 
horts, by conſidering him who as well de- 
ſpiſed the ſhame, as endured the croſs for 
#, Heb. 12.3. and who has not only 
given an cyxample, but propoſed a re- 
ward, a Beatitude to thoſe who are re- 
viled for righteouſneſs ſake , Mat. 3. 11. 


|, And when this 1s ſoberly ponder'd, twill 


ſure make it eaſy for us to reſolve with 
holy David in a like caſe, I will be yet 
more vile , 2 Sam. 6. 22. 

8. Bur to return from this digreſſion 
to thoſe who thus unhappily employ 
their parts, let me propoſe to them), 
that they would borrow every day ſome 
few minutes from thcir mirth, and fe- 
riouſly conſider, whether this be ( I need 
not ſay a Chriſtian, but) a manly ex- 
erciſe of their faculties. Alas when they 
have rallied out the day from one com- 
pany to another, they may ſum up their 
account at night in the wile mans li- 

Q 2 mile 
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mile , their Laughter has bin but like the 
crackling of Thorns under a pot , Ecclus, 
6. 7. made a little brisk noiſe for the 
preſent, and with the ſparkles perhaps 
annoicd their Neighbors , but what real 
good has it brought to themſelves ? All 
that they can fancy is but the repute of 
Wir - but ſure that might be attainabte 
ſome other way. We find the world 
affeted to new things, and this of De- 
riſion and abuſe to others is ſo beaten a 
road, that perhaps the very varicty of 
a new way would render 1t acceptable, 
They are the lighter ſubſtances that ſtill 


ſwim away with the ſtream , the greater 


and more Solid bodies do ſometimes 
ſtop the current : and ſure twere a no- 
ble cſſay of a mans parts to ſtem this 
tide, and by a more ulcfull application 
of their own faculties, convince others 
that theirs might be better emploied. Tis 
ſaid of _Anacharſis , that at a feaſt he 
could not be got to ſmile at the affe&ted 
railleries of common Jeſters, but when 
an ape was brought in he frecly laught, 
ſaying, an ape was ridiculous by nature, 
but men by art and ſtudy. And truly 
tis a great Contemt of human nature to 
think their antelletts were given them 

| tor 
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for no better end, then to raiſe that 
laughter, which a brute can do as well or 
better. 

9. I would not be thought to recom- 
mend ſuch a Stoical ſoureneſs, as $hall 
admit of nothing of the cheerful plea- 
fant part of Converſation. God has 
not ſure bin more rigid to our Minds 
then to our Bodies: and as he has not fo 
devoted rhe one to toil , but that he al- 
lows us ſome time to exerciſe them in 
recreation as well as labors, ſo doubtleſs 
he indulges the ſame relaxation to our 
Minds: which are not alwaies to be ſcrucd 
up to the height, but allowed to deſcend 
to thoſe caſineſſeſs of Converſe , which 
entertain the lower Faculties of the Soul. 
Nor do I think thoſe are ill emploicd in 
thoſe little skirmishes of Wit , which 
paſs familiarly between intimates and 
acquaintances, which beſides the preſent 
divertiſement , ſerve to whet and quicken 
the Fancy. Yet I conceive this liberty 
is to be bounded with ſome Cautions : 
as firſt in theſe encounters, the Charge 
Should be Powder not Bullets;there should 
nothing be ſaid , that should leave any 
ungrateful impreſſions, or give any um- 
brage of aſpightful intent. The world 


wants 


126 The Government of the Tongue, 


wants not experiments of the miſchiefy 
have happened by too ſevere Railleries: 
in ſuch Fencings jeſt has proved earneſt, 
and Florets have oft turn'd to Swords, 
and not only the Friendſhip , but the 
Men have fallen a Sacrifice to a Jeſt, 
19. SECONDLY this 1s to have the 
ſame reſtriction with all other recreati- 
ons, that it be made a divertiſement, not 
atrade. Tis an infinuating thing , and is 
apt to encroch too much upon our time, 
and God knows we have a great deal of 
bnſineſs for this world, and much more 
for the next , which will not be don with 
laughing : and therefore tis not for us 
to play away too much of that time, 
which is exatted by more ſerious con- 
cerns. Tis ſure we ſhall die in Earneſt, 
and it will not become us, to live alto- 
gether in Jeſt, Bur beſides this ſtealth of 
our time , tis apt to ſteal away mens 
hearts too, make them dote ſo upon this 
kind of entertainment, that it averts them 
from any thing more ſerious. I believe 
may appeal to ſome who have made this 
their buſineſs, whether it go not againſt 
the hair with them to ſer to any thing 


elſe, and having eſpouſed this as their 


one exccllence, they are willing to de- 
cry 
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cry all others, that they may the more 
value themſelves upon this. By this 
means it 1s, that the gift of Raillery has 
in this Age, like the lean Kine, devour- 
e&d all the more ſolid worthy qualificati- 
ons z- and is counted the moſt reputable 
accompliſhment, A ſtrange inverted eſti- 
mate, thus to prefer the little ebullitions 
of Wit, before ſolid reaſon and judg- 
ment. If they would accomodate their 
Diet at the ſame rate, they ſhould eat, 
the Husk, rather then the Kernel, and 
drink nothing but froth and bubbles. Bur 


| after all, Wiſdom is commonly at long 


running juſtified even of her Deſpiſers ; 
theſe, great Idolaters of Wit ofcen daſh- 
ing themſelves upon ſuch Rocks, as make 
them too late wiſh, their Sailes had bin 
leſs, and thcir Ballaſt more. For the 
preventing therefore of more ſuch wrecks, 
I wiſh the preſent caution may be more 
adverred to, not to beſtow an unpropor- 
tlonable part of our time or value on 
this ſlight exerciſe of mans ſlighteſt Fa- 
culty. 

11, A third Caution 1n this matter, 1s 


fo confine our ſelves to preſent Coms- - 


pany , not to make ablent Perſons the 
SubjeCt of our murth. Thoſe trecdoms we 
uſe 
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uſe to a mans face as they are common. 


ly more moderate , ſo they are more e. 


quitable , becauſe we expoſe our ſelves 
to the like from him ; but the back blowes 
are diſingenuous, and give ſuſpition we 
intend not a fair trial of Wit, but a co- 
wardly murder of a mans fame. Twas 
the precept of the Philoſopher , Derid: 
not the abſent, and I think it may well 
be ſo of the Politician : there being no- 
thing more imprudent as to our civil con- 
cerns then the contrary liberty. For thoſe 
things never die in the company they 
are firſt vented in (nay perhaps the hearer 
is not willing his wit should ſo ſoon ex- 
pire; ) and when they once take air, they 
quickly come to the notice of the de- 
rided Perſon, and then nothing in the 
world is more diſobliging. Twas a ſober 
precept given one, not ſo much as to 
hugh in compliance with him that de- 
rides another , for you will be hated by 
him he derides. And if an acceſſary be 
hated, ſure much more the principal : and 
I think I may fay, there are many can 
ſooner forgive a ſolemn deep contrivance 
againſt them, then one of their jocular 
reproches : for he that deſigns ſeems to 


acknowledg them conſiderable, but - 
that 
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that mocks them ; ſeems to think them 
too low for any thing but contemr : and 
we ſearn from Ariſtotle, that the me- 
ſure of anger is entirely taken thence , 
men being lo far provoked, as they ima- 
ine they were tlighted or affronted. 
Fo meer ſecular witdom it will rhere- 
fore become men to conſider, whether 
this trade bc like ro turn to account , or 
whether it be worth the while, at once 
to make .a jelt and an enemy. 

12. AND if it be imprudent to make 
man our enemy , tis much more to maks 
God to, by levelling our blowes at any 

- e \ 
thing ſacred : but of that I have already 
had occaſion to ſpeak , and $shall nor re- 
pete; only give me leave to ſay, that 
beſides the profaner ſorts of jelts , 
which morc immediately reflect on him, 
heis concern'd in all the unjuſt reproch :s 
of our brerhren , our love ro them being 
confirm'd by the ſame divine Sanction 
with our reverence to him : and ſure nos 
thing is more inconliſtent with rhat love, 
then the expoſing them to thar contemr 
we are our ſclves fo impatient of. Ina 
word what repute ſoever this practice now 
has of Wit, it is very tar from wiſdom 


\ roprovoke God that we may alſo difob- 
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ge man: and if we will take the Scrip- 
ture eſtimate, we shall find a Scorner is 


no ſuch honorable Epithet as we | 


ſeem to account-it. Solomon do's almoſt 
conſtantly ſer it in oppoſition to a Wile 
man : thus itis, Prov. 9. 8. and again 
Chap. 13. 1. and many other places and 
on the other ſide, cloſely links it with 
the Foo! : and thar not only in title , bur 
in punisghment roo, fudgments are pre- 
pared of ſcorners , and ſtripes for the back 
of fools, Prov. 19. 29. So that if our Wits 
think not Solomon too dull tor their Ca 
bal, we ſez what a turn he will giveto 
their preſent verdict. 


13. AND if theſe reproches which | 


aim alſo at oſtentation of Wit, be ſoun- 
juſtifiable, what $hall we ſay to rhoſe, 
thar are drawn with blacker lines, that 
are founded in Malice and Envy, or 
ſome undermining deſign? Every man 
that 1s to be ſupplanted cannot alwaies 
be attaqued with a down-right battery: 
perhaps his integrity may be ſuch , that, 
as twas ſaid of Daniel Chap. 6. 4. thy 
can find no occaſion againſt him : and 
when they cannor shake the main Fort, 
they muft try if they can poſſeſs them- 
ſclves of the none þ » Taiſe ſome preju- 
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dice againſt his diſcretion , his humor , 
his carriage, and his moſt extrinſic ad- 
herents, and if by repreſenting him ri- 
diculous in any of theſe they can but a. 
bate mens reverence to him, their con- 
fidence of him will not long hold out; 
bare honeſty without ſome other adorn- 
ment , being lookt on as a leaf-leſfs rree, 
no body will truſt himſelf to its ſhelter. 
Thus the enemies of Socrates, when they 
could no otherwaies ſuppreſs. his repu- 
tation , hired CAriſtophanes a Comic 
Poet to perſonate him on the ſtage, and 
by the inſfinuations of thoſe interludes, 
inſenſibly conveied firſt a contemt, then 
a hatred of him into the hearts of the 
people. But I nced not bring . inſtan- 
ces of former times in this matcer, theſe 

being ſufficiently verlt in that myſtery. 
14. IT is not ſtrange that men of ſuch 
deſigns , should ſummon all their Wir 
to the ſervice , make their Raillerics as 
picquant as they can , that they may 
wound the deeper : but merhinks tis bur 
a mean office they aſſign their Wit, to 
be (I will not ſay the Pander , that be- 
Ing in this age ſcarce a title of reproch, 
but) the executioner or hangman to their 
malice. Chriſt hids us be wiſe as Sev- 
R 2 pents 
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pents, yetadds withall harmleſs as Dover, 
Mart: 10.18. buthere the Serpent has quite 


cat up the Dove, and puts a Vultur in þ 


te place, acreature of ſuch ſagacity and 
di!1gence 1n purſuit of the prey , that tis 
hard for any art or innocence to eſcape 
its talons, 

15. THERE 1s yet another ſort of 
Contumelious Perſons, who indeed are 
not chargeable with that circumſtance, of 
ill employing their Wit, for they uſe none 
in it, Theſe are people whole ſole tz 
lent is Pride and Scorn ; who perhaps 
have attained the Sciences of dreſling 
themſelves finely , and eating well, and 
upon the ſtrength of thoſe excellence, 
look faſtidiouſly, and diſdainfully 
on any who want them , concluding 
if a man fall short of their Garniture at 
the Knees and Elbowes, he is much in- 
terior to them in the furniture of his 
Head. Such people think crying, O ri 
diculous ! 1s an ample Confutation of a 
ny thing can be faid, and ſo they can 
but deſpiſe enough , are contented not 
to be able to ſay why they do fo. 
Theſe arc, I confeſs, the molt innocent 
kind of Deriders in reſpe& of others, 
what they fay having not cdg enough 

ro 
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| ro caule any imart, Lhe greatelt hurt 
te | they do is to themſelves, who tho they 
in} much need, yet are generally little ca- 
nd | pable of areſcue, and therefore I $hall 
is | not clog the preſent diſcourſe, with any 
pe | adviſe to them: I $hall cluſe rather to 
conclude with enforcing my Suit to 
ff | the former, that they would foberly and 
© | fadly weigh the account they mult one 
f | Day give of the Emploiment of their 
Parts, and the more they have hitherto 
- | embeazled them, the more to endeavor 
s | to expiate that Unthrifrineſs, by a more 
p | careful Managery for the future; that ſo 
| inſtead of that vain, emty, vaniſhing 
; {* Mirth they have courted here, they may 
| find a real , full , and cternal Sarisfa- 


| Rtion in the Joy of their Lord. 


SECT. 
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SxcT, VIII, 


Of Flattery. 


I. HE laſt of Verbal injuries to 

our Neighbor which I shall men- 
tion, 15 Flattery. This 15 indeed the fa- 
talleſt wound of the Tongue, carries lealt 
Smart, but infinitly more of Danger, and 
1s as much ſuperior to the former , as a 
Gangrenc ts to a Gall or Scratch; this 
may be ſore and vexing , but that ſtu | 
pifying and deadly. Flattery 1s ſuch 2 
Myſtery, ſuch a Riddle of iniquity, tha 
its very ſoftneſles are its cruelleſt r- 
gor, its Balm corrodes, and (to com 
prize all in the Pſalmiſts excellent De- 
ſcription } its words are ſmoother then 
oil , and yet be they very ſwords, Plal, 
56. 21. 

2. Bur beſides the miſchiefs of it to 
the Patient , tis the moſt dishonoring 
the moſt vilifying thing to the Agent, 
I $hall not necd to empannel a Ju- 
ry either of Moraliſts or Divines , eve 
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_ ry mans own breaſt ſufhiciently inſtru- 


&ing him in the unworthineſs of it. Tis 


" indeed a Colletive accumulative Baſe 


neſs, it being in its Elements a come 
pound and a complex of the moſt for- 
did, hatctul qualities incident to Man- 
kind. I $hall inſtance in three, viz. Ly- 
iag, Servility and Treachery , which be- 
ing deteſtably deform'd ſingle, muſt in 
Conjunction make up a loathſome Mon- 
ſrous guile, Now tho Flattery has two 
Branches , yet theſe lie ſo at the Root as 
equally to influence both: for wherher, 
you take 1t as it 1s the giving of praiſe 


where it is not due , or the profeſſing of 


kindneſs which is not real, theſe Proper- 
tics are ſtill irs Conſtitutive parts. 

3. AND firſt we may take Lying to 
be the very corner Stone of the Fa- 
bric; for take it away , and the Whole 
falls to the ground. A Paraſite would 
make bur a lean trade of it, that 
ſhould confine himſelf to truth. For 
tho tis poſſible ſo to order the manner 
and circumſtances, as to flatter even in 
the repreſenting a mans reall vertues to 
him, yet commonly if they do not fal. 
lify as to the kind , they are forc'd to do 


it asto the degree, Beſides as thers are 


but 


but few ſuch. ſubje&ts of Flattery , ſo nei. 
ther are men of that Worth ſo receptiye 
of it. Such ſort of addreſſes are lefs dan. 
gerous to thoſe who have the perſpicui- 
ty to ſee thro them: ſo that theſe Mer. 
chants are under a neceſſity of dealing 
with the more ignorant Chapmen , and 


with them their counterfeit wares will go | 


off beſt. It is indeed ſtrange to conli- 
der, with what groſs impudent falshood; 
men of this trade will court their Pa- 
trons. How many in former ages hay 
not only amals'd together all ſublunary 
excellences, but have even ranſacked 


heaven to ſupply their Flattery , Deified | 


their Princes, and perſwaded them they 
were Gods, who at laſt found the 
were to diclike men ? And tho this ſtrein 
be now out-dated, yet perhaps tis not 
that the vice is grown more modeſt , but 
that Atheiſm has rob'd it of that To- 
pic. Thoſe that believe no God, would 
rather ſcem to annihilate then magnify the 
perſon to whom they ſhould apply the 
title. But'I do not find that the praftice 
has any other bounds. A great mans 
vices ſhall ſhll be called vertucs, his de- 
formitics, beautics, and his moſt abſurd 


follics, the height of ingenuity. Such 2 
ſubty 
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ſubtil Alchymiſt 'is this Paraſite, that he 
turns all he touches into gold, imaginary 
indeed as to the deluded Perſon , but 
oft-times real to himſelf. Nor is Lying 
leſs natural to the other part of Flatte- 
ry, the Profeſſion of ſervice and kind. 
neſs. T his needs no evidencing, and to 


' atternt it would be a ſelf-Confutation : . 


for if thoſe Profeſſions be true , they 
are not Flattery , therefore if they be 
Flattery , they muſt needs be Lies. It 
will be almoſt as needleſs to expatiate on 
the Baſeneſs and: meaneſs of that ſin; for 
tho there 1s no SubjeCt that affords. more 
matter for Declamation, yet Lying is a 


* thing that 1s aſhamed of it ſelf, and there- 


fore may well be remitted to its own con- 
vitions. Tis Ariftotles obſervation , that 
all Elements but the Earch , had ſome 
Philoſopher or other , that gave it his 
yote tb be the firſt produttive Principle 
of all things : and I think we may now 
ky, that all Crimes have had their A- 
dertors and fautors , ſome body that 
would ſtand up in their defence ; only 
Lying is ſo much the dregs and refuſe of 
wickedneſs, that none has yet had Chy- 
miſtry cnough to ſublimate it, to bring 


will 
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will think fit to own it: the greater won 
der that what is under fo univerſal a 6 
proch, ſhould be ſo commonly admitted 
in prattice, But by this we may make 
an eſtimate , what the whole body & 
Flattery is, when in one limb of ir we 
find ſo much corruption, 
4+ A Secondis Servility and AbjeQneh 
of humor : and of this there needs ng 
other proof then has bin already given 
this charge being implicitly involv'd in 
the former of Lying, the condeſcending 
to that, being a mark of a difingenuoy 
ſpirit. And accordingly the nobler Hes 
thens lookr on it as the vice of Slaves and 


vaſlals, below the liberty of a free man, |' 


as well as an honeſt. But tho I need no 
other evidence to make good the aca 
ſation, yet every Sycophant furnishes me 
with many ſupernumerary proofs, Look 
upon ſuch a one, and you ſhall ſee hy 
cies immoveably fixt on his Patrons fac, 
watching each look , each glance , and 
in every change of his countenance (like 
a Star-gazer) reading his own deſtiny, 
his Ears chain'd ( like gally-flaves at the 
oar) to his diftate, ſucking in the molt 
infipid diſcourſes with as much greed 


neſs, as if they were the Apothegme® , 
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the ſeven Sages, his Tongue tuned only 
to Panegyrics and acclamations , his feet 
in winged motion upon every nod or 
other {1gnification of his pleſure: in a 
word, his whole body ( as if it had no 
other animal ſpirits then whar ir derived 
from him) vanes its poſtures , 1ts exerciſes, 
& he finds agrecable to the humor he is 
to ſerve. And can humanity contrive 
th debaſe ir ſelf more? Yes it can, and 
do's roo often , by enflaving its Diviner 
= r00, taking up not only opinions , 
t even Crimes alſo in compliance, 
playing the incarnate Devil, and helping 
to aft thoſe villanies which Satan can 
* only ſuggeſt : and if this be not a ſtate of 
abject ſlavery , ſure there is none in the 
world. Plutarch tells us, that Philoxenus 
for .deſpiſing ſome dull Poetry of Dio- 
clap was by him condemned to dig in 
e quarries: form whence being by the 
mediation of friends remanded, at his 
return Dijonyſius produced fome other 
of his verſes, which as ſoon as Phzloxe- 
ws had read, he made no reply , bur 
calling to the waiters, ſaid, Let them 
carry me again to the quarries, And if 
a heathen. Pozr could prefer a corporeal 
\ Lavery before a mental, what name of 
| I 2 re 
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reproch is low enough for them , who 
can ſubmit to both, in purluit of thok 
poor ſordid advantages they project by 
their Flarteries. Nor is this baſenel 
more obſervable in theſe mean tawnings 
and obſervances, then it is in the 
teſtations of kindneſs and Friendship, 
Love is the greateſt gitt any man hg 
to beſtow , and Friendship rhe ſacredeſt 
of all moral bands: and to proftitur 
theſe ro little pitriful deſigns, 15 ſure one 
of the baſeſt cheats we can pur upan 
our common nature, in thus w_ 
her pureſt and molt current coin, whic 
by theſe frequeanr adulterations is become 
lo Sufpe&ed, that ſcarce any man knows 
whar he receives. But Chriftian Chari 
o is yet worſe uſed in the caſc: for 
at obliging to all ſincerity , is hereby 
induced. to give gold for droſs, & 
hibire that Love indeed, aud in truth, 
which is returned only in word and it 
Tongue , 1. Joh. 3. 18. And fo it do's in 
thoſe who obſerve its rules : but in thoſe 
who own, yet obſerve them not, tis 
yer a greater ſufferer, by laboring under 
the ſcandal of all their Aoi 
It was once the Character given Chri 
ſtians, even by their Enemies, Behold 
how 
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how they love one another ; but God 
knows we may now be pointed out by 
a very differing mark , Behold haw they 
deceive and delude one anather. And 
ſure this violation we herein offer to our 
religion , do's not allay but aggravate 
the baſeneſs of this practice : tor 1f in 
the orher we \ſcll our felves, in this we 
ſell our God too, ſacrifice our intereſt 
in him to get a ſurreptitious title to the 
favor of a man. And this I conceive 
do's in the ſecond place not much com- 
mend the art of Flattery , which is builr 
up of ſo vile materals. 

5. AnNÞ to compleat this infamous 
compoſition, in the third place Treache- 
ry comes inz a Crime of fo odious a 
kind, that to name it isto implead it : 
yet how 1ntrinſic a part this is of Flat- 
tery , will need no great skill ro evidence, 
daily experience lufficiently doing it. 
Tis a common obſervation of Flatrerers, 
that they arc like the Heliotrope,open on- 
_— the ſun, but shut and contract 
themſelves at night, and in cloudy wea- 
ther. Ler the objeR of their adoration 
be but eclipſed, they can fee none of 
thoſe excellences which before dazled 


their eies: and how cver inconttant they 


N1 ay 
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may ſeem in it to others, they are indeed 
very conſtant to themſelves, true to their 
fixt principle, of courting the greatneſ 
not the man; in purſuit whereof their 
old Idol is often made a ſacrifice to their 
new : all malicious diſcovery is made of 
their falling triend , to buy an intereſt in 
the riling one. Ot this there are ſuch 
crouds of examples in Story, that it 
would be impertinent to ſingle out any, 
eſpecially in an age that is fitter to fur- 
nish preſidents for the future, then to 
borrow of the paſt times. But ſuppo- 
ſing the Paraſite not actually guilty of 
this baſe revolt, ( which yet he ſeldom 
fails ro be upon occaſion ) yet is he nolebs 
Treacherous even in the height of his 
Blandishments ; and while he moſt court 
a man , he do's the moſt rainouſly under- 
mine him. For firſt he abuſes him in his 
underſtanding, precludes him from that 
which wiſe men have judged the moſt 
eſſential part of Learning , the knowledg 
of himſel » from which tis the main bu- 
ſineſs of the Flatterer to divert him. And 
to this abuſe there is another inevitably 
conſequent : for this ignorance of his 
faults or follies, neceſſarily condemns him 
to the continuing in them, it being im- 
poſlible 
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poſſible for him to think of correfting 
either the one or the other, who is made 
believe he has neither. This is like the trea- 
chery of a bribed officer in a Garriſon, 
who will not let the weak parts be for- 
tified, and laies the man as open to aſſaults, 
2s that doththe Town, Yet this is not all, 
he do's not only provide for the contie 
nuance, bur the improving of his crimes 
and errors , which alas are too prolific 
of themſelves , but being cultivated and 
manured with perpetual foothings and 
encouragements , grow 1mmelurably lu- 
xuriant; And accordingly we ſec that men 
uſed only to applauſes, are ſo ſwel'd with 
them, that their inſolencies are intolera- 
ble. And this they are ſometimes taught 
fo their coſt , when they happen among 
free men , who will not ſubmit co all 
they ſay , nor commend all they do, 
And finding theſe uncaſy contradiQti- 
ons when they come abroad, they are 
wiling to retire to their moſt complai- 
ſant company : and fo this Sycophant 
Devil having once got them within his 
circle , may enchant them as he pleaſes, 
lead them from one wickedueſs to an 
other. And as Caligula and other yo- 
luptnous Emperours, by being adored 
as 
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as Gods, ſunk 1n their ſenſuality beloy 
the Nature of man , ſo theſe celebrated 
Perſons are by that falſe veneration + 
nimated to all thoſe reprochful praCtices, 
which may expoſe them to a real contemt: 
cheir follics, as well as their vices ſtill get 
head, till they anſwer the deſcription the 
Wiſe man gives of the old Giants , Why 
fell away in the ſtrength of their fooltshme(, 
Eccl. 16. 7: | 

6. AND ſure he that betraies a man 
. to all theſe miſchiefs, may well be thought 
perfidious. But that which infinirly am- 
plifies and enhances the Treachery is 
that all this 1s ated under the notion 
and diſguiſe of a friend; a relation ſo ve 
nerablc, that methinks tis the neareſt & 
cular tranſcript of the treaſon , which i 
ſtoried of thoſe who have adminiſtred 
Poiſon in the Euchariſt. The name of 1 
friend is ſuch an endearment, as nothing 
human can equal. All other natural ot 
civil ties take their greateſt force from 
this. What ſignifies an unfriendly Parent, 
or Brother, or Wite?-Tis friendship only 
that is the cement which really and efte 
Etively combines mankind: and there 
fore we may obſerve, that God reckoty 
ing up other relations, illuſtrates them 


by 
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by ſeveral notes of endearment , but 
when he comes to that of friendship, tis 
the friend who 1s as thine own ſoul, Deat, 
13. 6. nothing below the higheſt inſtance 
was thought _—_— enough of that 
union. Whar a Legion of Fiends then 
ſſeſſeth men that can break theſe chains 
fat. 5. 4. nay that can hammer and 
forge thoſe very chains into Daggers and 
Stillettoes , and make their friendship an 
engine of ruine? This is certainly the 
blackeſt color wherein we can view a Pa« 
raſiteh1s falſe light makes the shadow the 
more diſmal: as the Ape has a peculiar 
deforraity above other brutes by thar 
aukward and ungracetful reſemblance he 
has to a man, fo ſure a Flartterer is in- 
finitely t1c more hartetul for being the 
ugly counterfeit of a Friend. And as 
this Treachery lies at the bottom of the 
Panegyrics,fo alſo do's it of all the careſſes 
and exuberant kindneſs of a Flatterer, 
which it they aimed not ar any parti- 
cular end of circumvention , muſt yer in 
the general be Treacherous by being falſe, 
A man looks on the love of his friend as 
one of the richeſt poſſeſſions(upon which 
account the Philoſopher thought friends 
were to be inventoried as well as goods.) 
= Whar 
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What a defear and diſcomfiture is it to a 
man , when he comes to ule this wealth, 
to find ir all falſe metall, ſuch as will 
not anſwer any of thoſe purpoſes for 
which he depended on it. There Cannot 
ſure be a greater Treachery , then firſt to 
raiſe a confidence and then deceive it, But 
beſides this fundamental talſenc!s, there 
are alſo many incidental Treacheries, 
which fall in upon occaſion of particular 
deſigns. A pretence of kindneſs is the 
univerſal ſtale to all baſe projets : by this 
men are rob'd of their tortunes , and wo- 
men of their honor: in a word all the 
wolfish deſigns walk under this $heeps 
clothing, and as the world goes, men 
have more need to beware of thoſe who 
call themſelves friends, then thoſe who 

own themſelves enemies. 
7. ThsE are the lineaments of 
this vice of Flattery , which ſure do to- 
ether make up a tace of moſt extreme 
tormity. I might upon a truce account 
add another,and charge it withFolly too. 
I am ſure —_— to the Divine elti- 
mate it is alwaies ſo: and truly it do 
not ſeldom prove ſo in the ſecular alſo, 
Men of this art do ſometimes drop their 
vizard before they have got the your 
an 
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and then there is nothing in the world 
that appears ſo contemtible, ſo ſilly; a 


Seer, VIII. 


| barefaced Flatterer being every bodies 


ſcorn. 'The short is, wherever this game 
is plaicd there 1s alwaies a fool in the 
caſe: if the Paraſite be detefted,, it falls 
to his Share: it he be not, to his whom 
he deludes. But at the beſt tis but ſub- 
tilty and cunning he can boaſt of; and 
if he can in his own fancy raiſe that to 
the opinion of true wiſdom, tis a ſign 
he 15 come round to practice his deceits 
upon himſelt, and is as much his own 
Flttrerer as he has bin others, 

8. AND now I know not whether it 
be more shame or wonder, to ſce that 
men can ſo put off ingenuity, and the na- 
tive greatneſs of their kind, as to de. 
ſcend to ſo baſe, ſo ignoblca vice: yer alas 
we daily ſee it don, and that not only by 
the ſcum and refuſe of the people, ſuch 
as Fob ſpeaks of, who are viler then the 
arth. Ch. 3o. $. but by Perſons of all 
conditions. Flattery like a ſpring forc'd 
upward afcends, as Cares are by the wiſe 
man faid to deſcend, Ecclus. 40. 4. from 
him that <weareth a linnen frock to him 
that weareth a crown : all intermcdial deb 


| grees arc bur like pipes, which as they 
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ſuck from below , ſo tranſmit it till ups 
wards, There are few ſo low but find 
ſome body to cajole and Flatter them, 
Some intereſt or other may ſometimes be 
to te ſerved even upon the meaneſt, and 
t10le that find themſelves thus ſolicited 
for benefits, are eaſily taught by it hoy 
to addreſs to their immediate ſuperiors, 
from whom they expe greater : and as 
tis thus handed from one rank to an- 
other, the art ſtill is more ſubtilized and 
refined ( God help poor Princes tho 
while, who commonly meet with the E- 
lixir, and quinteſſence of this venem: ) 
and thus it paſſes thro all ſtates and con- 
ditions: as they are paſſive on the one fide, 
and are Flattercd by ſome, ſo they are 
active on the other, and Flatter others. 

9. I fay all conditions, 1 do not ay all 
Perſons in thoſe conditions, for no truly 
generous ſoul can ſtoop fo low : but tis too 
evident to what a low cbb Generoſlty as 
well as Chriſtianity is grown , by the 
numbers of thoſe who thus degrade them- 
ſelves , every little petty intereſt being 
thought worth theſe baſe ſubmiſſions. 
And truly it is hard to find, by what To- 
pic of per{waſion to aſſault ſuch men. The 
mcannels, or the fin will ſcarce be diſſwa- 
ſiyes 


— 


. I The 
- 


So 8 -7 & 4 SS 5.20.4 > aa. 


5 ww 


. SY” Wo wy ——— 


@S w—_——O"_ 


| 
| 


SetcCT. VIII. Of Flattery. 14.9 


fives to thoſe who have reconciled 
themſelves to both: if any thing can be 
pertinently ſaid to them, it muſt be up- 
on the ſcore of Intereſt, for that being 
their grand principle, they can with no 
pretence diſclame the inferences drawn 
thence. 

10, LE r them therefore duely bal- 
lance the advantages they project from 
this practice with the miſchiefs and dan- 
pet of it. What they expe&is common- 
y either Honor or wealth, theſe rhey 
hope may be acquired by their proſtra- 
tions to thoſe, who can diſpence or pro- 
cure them. Tis true, as Honor ſignifies 
Greatneſs and power, it is ſometimes 
atain'd by it , but then as it ſignifies 
Reputation and eſteem, tis as fure to be 
loſt. He that thus aſcends, may be lookt 
en with fear, but never with reverence. 
Now I think tis no good bargain to ex- 
change this ſecond notion of Honor for 
the firſt, for beſtdes the difference in the 
intrinſic value, tis to be confider'd how 
tottering a Pinacle unmerited Greatneſs 
ts. He that raif'd him to ſatisfy his hu- 
mor at one time, can (with more caſe 
and equal juſtice ) throw him down at 
another: and when fuch a man do's fall, 
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he falls as without pitty, ſo without re. 
medy, has no foundation on whuch to 
rebuild his fortune. ' His Sycophanting 
arts being deteCted, that Game is not to 
be plaid rhe ſecond time: whereas a man 
of a clear reputation, tho his barque be 
ſplit, yet he ſaves his Cargo, has ſome- 
thing left towards ſerting up again, and 
ſo is in capacity of recerwing benefit not 
only from his own induſtry , but the 
friendship of others, A found piece of 
Timber, if ir be not thought fit for one 
uſe, yet will be laid by for another: and 
an honeſt man will probably at one time 


or other be thought good for ſome. | 


thing. 

11. As for the other aim, that of Wealth, 
tis very poſlible that may ſometimes be 
compaſſed; and well it = the flatterer, 
having ſeveral Springs to feed it by. For 
he that has a great Patron, has the ad- 
vantage of his countenance and Autori- 
ty, he has that of his bounty and libera- 
lity, and he has another (ſometimes great- 
er then both ) that of his negligence 
and deceii ableneſs. But yet all theſe 
acquiſition ,, are many times like Fairy 
mon y, what 1s brought one night, 15 taken 


away the next. Men of this mold fel. | 
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dom know how to bear proſperity tem- 
perately , and 1t is no new thing to ſee 
a Privado Carry it ſo high, as to awaken 
the jealouſy ot his promoter, which be- 
ing aſſiſted by the buſy induſtry of thoſe 
who envy his tortune, twill be caly e- 
magh to find ſome flaw in his Gettings, 
by which to unravel the whole Web : 
an event that has bin oftr experimented 
not only in the private managery of Fa- 
milies, but in the moſt public admini- 
trations. And theſe are ſuch hazards,that 
laid all togerher would much recom- 
mend to any the Moral of Horaces Fa- 
ble, and make one chuſe the country 
Moule's plain fare and fatety , rather then 
the delicacies of the City with ſo much 
danger. This then 1s the ſtate of the 
proſperous Paraſite : but alas how many 
are ' there who never arrive to this, but 
ae kickt down ere they have climb'd 
the two or three firſt rounds of the 
Ladder, whoſe deſigns be fo humse 
ble, as not to aſpire above a Ma- 
jor-Domo, or ſome ſuch domeſtic pre- 
terment, ( for in this trade there are ad- 
renturers of all ſizes ? ) Bur upon all rthele 
conſiderations, methinks it appears nv 
rery 1nviting one to any. Art the long 

run 
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run an honeſt treedom of ſpeech will 
more recommend a man, then all theſe 
ſneaking flatterics: we have a very wile 
mans word for it, he that rebuketh g 
man afterwards shall find more favor, 
then he that flattereth with his lips. Pro, 
28. 23. 

12. BuT after all that hath or can 
be ſaid, the ſuppreſlion of Flattery will 
molt depend upon thoſe Perſons ro whom 
it 1s addreſt : it it be not repulſed there, 
nothing elſe will diſcourage it, and fit 
be, tis crusht in theegg, and can pro- 
duce no viper. Theſe Vulturs prey only 
on Carcaſles, on {uch ftupid minds,as have 
not lite and vigor enough to fray them a- 
way. Let but Perſons of quality enter- 
tain ſach cuſtomers with a ſevere brow, 
with ſome ſmart expreflion of diſlike, 
thoſe Leeches will immediarly fall off. In 
Sparta when all laws againſt theft prov'd 
ineftectual, at laſt they tixt the penalty on 
them that were rob'd, and by that did 
the buſineſs: and 1n the preſcnt cale, it 
twere made as infamous to be flatter'd 
as tis to flatter, I believe it might have 
the like effe&. Indeed there is pretence 
enough ro make it ſo: for firſt as to Wit, 


the advantage is clear on the F laccoony 
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fide: he muſt be allowed ro have more 
of that (which in this age is more then 
2 counterpoiſe to honeſty; ) and as for 
yertue, the balance ( as to the principle 
motive; ) ſcems to hang pretty even, tis 
the vice of Avarice that temts the one to 
Flatter, and the vice of Pride that makes 
it acceptable to the other, "The truth is, 
there 15 the bottom of the matter : tis 
that ſecret confederate within, that ex- 
poſes men to theſe aſſaults from with- 
out, We have generally ſuch an appe- 
tite to Praiſe, that we greedily ſuck it in 
without ſtaying to examine whether it be- 
long to us or no, or whether it be deſign'd 
as a kindneſs or an abuſe. Ocher injuries 
ruſh upon us with violence, and give us 
notice of their approch : they may be 
ſaid to come like water into our bowels ; 
but this like oil into onr bones, Pla, 109. 18. 
penetrates caſily, undiſcernibly, by help 
of that native propenſion we have to rc- 
ceive it. Tis therefore the near concern 
of all, eſpecially of thoſe whoſe quality 
moſt expoſes them, to keep a guard up- 
on that treacherous inmatc, not to let 
that ſtep into the ſcale to make a baſe Sy- 
cophant out-weigh a true friend , and 
when cver they arc attaqued witlr ex- 

trava- 
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travagant Encomiums, let them fortify 
themielyes with this Dilemma , Either 
they have thoſe cxcellences _ are Prai. 
ſed for, or they have not : it they have 
not, tis an apparent cheat and gul, and he 
1s of a pittiful forlorn underſtanding that 
delights to be fool'd : but if they have, 
they are too good to be expoſed to ſuch 
worms who will inſtantly wither the 
faireſt gourd, Jon. 4. 7. 

For as it is ſaid of the Grand Signior, 
that no graſs growes where his horſe 
once treads: ſo we may ſay of the Flat- 
terer, no vertue ever proſpers where he 
1s admitted : if he find any he hugs ut 
till he ſtifles it , if he find none , he 
ſo indiſpoſes the ſoil, that no future ſeeds 
can ever take root, In fine , he 1s a 
miſchief beyond the deſcription of any 
Character. O let not men then att this 
part to themſelves by being their own 
Paraſites! and then twill be an caſy thing 
to eſcape all others , 
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* 
E have now ſeen ſome cfftects 
of an ungovern'd Tongue, as 
they relate to God and our Neighbor. 
There is yet a third ſort which reflect up- 
on a mans ſelf. So unboundedly miſchie- 
vous 15 that petulant member, that hca- 
ven and earth are not wide enough for its 
range , but it, will find work at home tooz 
and like the viper, that after it had de- 
voured its companions , prei'd upon its 
ſelf, ſo it corrodes inward , and !be- 
comes often as fatal to its owner, as to 
all the world beſides. 

2, OF this there arc as many inſtan- 
ces, as there are imprudent things ſaid, 
for all ſuch have the worſt refleQtion up- 
on the ſpeaker: and therefore all that 
have given rules for Civile life, have in 
order to it, put very ſevere reſtraints 
upon the Tongue, that it run nor be- 
tore the judgment. Twas the advice of 
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Zeno to dip the Tongue in the mind be. 
fore one should permit it to ſpeak. Theo. 
phraſtus uied to lay , If was ſafer truſting 
to an unbridled horſe , then to intemperate 
ſpeech. And daily experience confirms the 
Aphoriſm for thoſe that ſet no guard up. 
on their Tongues are hurried by them 
Snto a thouſand indecences, and ve 
often into reall conſiderable miſchiets, 
By this means men have proved their 
own delators, diſcovered their own moſt 
important ſecrets : and whereas .their 
heart should have kept a lock upon their 
Tongue, they have given their 'Tongue 
the key of their heart, and the ——_ 
bin oft as unhappy as the proceedin 
was prepoſterous. There are indeed fo 
many waies for men to loſe themſelves 
in their talk, that I should do the like 
if I should pretend to trace them. Be. 
ſides my ſubject leads me not to diſcourſe 
Ethically , - Chriſtianly of the faults 
of the Tongue, and therefore I have 
all along conſidered the one no farther 
-s it happens to be twiſted with the o- 
tier, 

3. In the preſent caſe I $hall inſiſt 
only upon one fault of the Tongue, which 
partakes ot both kinds, and it js at once 
a 
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avice and a folly, I mean that of Boaſt- 
ing and vaunting a mans felt: a ftrein 
to which ſome mens tongues have a 
wonderful glibneſs. No diſcourſe can be 
adminiftred , but they will try to turn 
the Tide, and draw it all into their own 
Chanel , by entertaining you with long 
ſtories of themſelves: or if there be no 
room for that , they will at leaſt ſcrew in 
here and there ſome intimations of what 
they did or ſaid. Yea fo ſtupid a vanity is 
thisthat it works alike upon all materials: 
not only their greater and more 1lluſtrious 
a&ts or ſentences, but even their moſt 
light and trivial occurrences, by being 
theirs, they think acquire a conſiderable. 
neſs, and are forcibly impoſed upon the 
company z the very dreams of ſuch peo- 
{trait commence prophely , and are as 
criouſly related, as it they wereundoub- 
ed revelations; And furc if we reflect 
upon our Saviors rule, that Out of 7he 
abundance of the heart the mouth ſpeak- 
th, we cannot but think theſe men are 
rery full of themſclves, and to be lo, is 
but another phraſe for being very Proud, 
$0 tis Pride in the heart, which is the 
ſpring that feeds this perpetual current 
at the mouth , and under that notion we 
are to conſider 1t. 4. AND 
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4. AND truly there is nothing can 
render it more infamous, Pride being a 
vice that of all others is the moſt brand- 
ed in Scripture as moſt deteſtable to 
God,and is ſignalized by the punishment 
to be ſo. This turned Lucifer out of 
Heaven , Nebuchadnezzar out of his 
Throne, nay out of Human ſociety. And 
indeed it ſeems ſtill ro have ſomething 
of the ſame effet, nothing rendring a 
man ſo inconſiderable; for it ſets him 
above the meaner fort of company , and 
makes him intolerable to the better, and 
to compleat the parallel, he ſeldom comes 
to know 'himſelf till he be turn'd a graz- 
ing, be reduced to ſome extremities. 

5. BurT this Boaſting arrogant hu- 
mor, tho alwaies bad, yet is mote or leſs 
ſo according to the Subje& on whichit 
works. If it be only on Natural excel. 
lences, as Beauty, Wit; or accidental 
acquiſitions, as Honor, Wealth, or the 
like, yeteven heretis not only a Thett, 
but a Sacriledg , the glory of thoſe being 
due only to the Donor, not to the re 
cciver, there being not fo much as any 
prediſpoſition in the ſubje&t to deter- 
wine Gods bounty. He could have made 


te moſt deformed Brggar as handſom \, 
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and as rich , as thoſe who moſt pride 
themſelves in their wealth and beau. 
ty. No man fancies himſelf ro be hig 
own Creator, and tho ſome have aſſum- 
ed to be the ArchireC&ts of their own 
fortunes , yet the frequent deteats of 
mens induſtry and contrivance, do ſuff« 
ciently confute that bold pretence, and 
evince that there 1s ſomething above 
them, which can either blaſt or proſper 
their attemts, What an invaſton then 
s it of Gods right, to ingrols the honor 
of thoſe things being don, which were 
not at all in their power to do? And 
ſure the folly is as great in reſpe&t of 
men, as the ſin is towards God. This 
boaſting like a heavy Nurle , overlaies 
the Child, the vanity of that quite drowns 
the notice of the things 1n which ris 
tounded; and men arc not fo apt to fay, 
ſuch a man is Handſom, V 1fc, or Great, 
as that he is proud upon the fancy .of 
being ſo, In a word he that celebrates 
his own excellences , muſt be content 
with his own applauſes , for he will get 
none of others, unleſs it be from thoſe 
fawning Sycophants , whole praiſes are 

worſe then the bittereſt NetraCtion. 
6, AND yet fo ſottiſh a vices Pride, 
that 
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that it can make even thoſe inſidious 
Flatteries matter of boaſt, which is a much 
more irrational obje&t of it then the 


former. How eagerly do ſome men pro. - 


pagate every little Encomium their Pa. 
ralites make of them? With what guſt 
and ſenſuality will they tell how ſach a 
Jeſt of theirs took, or ſuch a Magnifi. 
cence was admired? Tis pleſant to fee 
what little Arts and dexterit:es they haye 
to wind in ſuch things into diſcourſe: 
when alas it amounts to no more then this, 
that ſome have thought them fools e- 
nough to be flatter'd, and tis odds but 
the hearers will think them enough 6 
to be laught at. 

7. Bur there 1s yet another Subjet 
of Boaſting more foolish, and more crimi- 
nal too then either of the former, and 
that is when men yaunt of their Piety, 
which if it were true, were yet lefs oy- 
ing to themſelves then any natural en- 
dowment. For tho we do not at all aſſiſt 
towards them , yet do we neither ob- 
ſtruct , but in the operations of Grace 
tis otherwiſe: we have there a principle 
of oppoſition, and God never makes us 
his own till he ſubduc rhat: and tho he 


do it not by an irreſiſtible force, but by 
ſuch 
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ſuch ſweet and gentle inſlinuations, that 
we are ſometimes captivated ere we are 
aware : yet that do's not impeach his 
right of conqueſt, but only ſhews him 
the more gracious conqueror. LT1s true 
in reſpe&t of the event we have great 
cauſe of exultance and joy, Gods ſervice 
being the molt perfe&t freedom : yer in 
regard of the efhciency , we have as 
little matter of Boaſt, as the ſurprized 
City has in the triumphs of its victor, 

8. Bur ſecondly either this vaunted 
Piety is not real, and then tis good for 
nothing ; or elſe by being vaunted be- 
comes ſo. If it be not real, tis then the 
ſuperadding Hypocriſy to the former fa- 
criledg, an attemt at once to rob Gol 
and cheat men, and in the event uſually 
renders them hateful to both: to God 
(who cannot be mocked) it do's fo at 
the inſtant, and ſeldom milles to do fo 
at laſt to men. An Hypocrite has a long 

to at, and if his memory fail him 
tin any one ſcene, his play 1s ſpoiled: 
ſothat his hazards are ſo great , rhat tis as 
little prudent as tis honeſt to ſet up” the 
trade, eſpecially in an age when Piery it 
lf is at fo low a price, that its coun- 
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Piety be indeed true , the Boaſting it 
blaſts it , makes it utterly inſignificant, 
This we are told by Chri#t himſelf, who 
aſfures us, that even the moſt Chriſtian 
attions of praicr, almes, and faſting, 
muſt expe&t no other reward ( when 
boaſted) then the ſought-tor applauſe of 
men. Mat. 6, When a man ſhall make 
his own tongue the trumpet of his Almg, 
or the eccho of his praiers, he carves, or 
rather ſnatches his own reward, and muſt 
not look God ſhould heap more upon 
him : the recompence of his pride he may 
indeed look tor trom him, but that of hs 
vertue he has toreſtall'd. In ſhort piety is 
like thole Lamps of old , which main- 
rain'd their light ſome Ages under ground, 
but as ſoon as they took air expired. And 
ſurely there cannot be a more deplorz 
ble folly, then thus to loſe a rich Je 
wel , only for the pittiful pleſures of 
ſhewing it: its the humor of Children 
and Idiots , who muſt be handling their 
birds till they fly away, and it ranks us 
with them in point of diſcretion , tho 
not of innocence. 

9. FRom the view of theſe particu- 
lars we may in the groſs conclude, that 
this oſtentation is a moſt fooliſh ſin , fuch 
as 
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a5 never brought in advantage to any 
man. There 1s no vice ſo undermines 1t 
ſelf as this do's: tis glory it ſeeks, and in 
ſtead of gaining that, ir loſes com- 
mon ordinary ett1mation. Every body 
that ſees a bladqer puft up, Knows tis 
but wind that fo ſwells it: and there is 
no ſurer argument of a light frothy brain 
then this bubbling at the mouth. Indeed 
there is nothing renders any man ſo con- 
temtible , ſo utterly uſeleſs to the world : 
it excludes him almott from all com- 
merce, makes him uncapable of recceivin g 
or doing a benefit. No man will do him 
a good turn, becauſe he toreſecs he will ar« 
rogate it to himſelf, as the cffeCt of his me- 
rit: and none ( that are not in ſome great 
exigence ) will receive one trom him, as 
knowing it $hall be not only procla- 
med, but magnified much above the true 
worth. There ſeems to be but one pur. 
ſe for which he ſerves, and that 1s to 
be ſport for his company : and that he 
ſeldom fails to be , for in theſe gameſome 
daies men will not loſe ſuch an oppor- 
tunity of divertiſement, and rheretore 
will purpoſely give him hints, which 
4p put him upon his Rhodomontades. 
I do not ſpeak this by way of encourage- 
2 ment 
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ment to them, but only to shew theſe 
vaporers, to what ſcorn they expoſe 
themſelves, and what advantage the 
give to any that have a mind to abuf 
them: for they need not be at any pains 
tor it, they do but ſwim with their ſtream; 
an approving nod or ſmile, ſerves to 
drive on the deſign, and make them dif- 
play themſelves more diſadvantagiouſly, 
more ridiculouſly , then the moſt Satyri- 
cal Character could poſlibly do. 

io, BuT bclides theſe ſportive pro. 
jects, ſuch a man laies himlelf open to 
more dangerous circumventions. He that 
Shews himſelf fo enamour'd of praiſe, 
that ( Narciſſus like ) dotes on his own 
reflections , is a fit prey for Flatterer, 
and fuch a Carcaſe will never want 
thoſe Eagles : when his weak part is once 
diſcern'd ( as it muſt ſoon be when him 
ſelf publishes1t ) he shall quickly be fur- 
rounded with aſſailants. 'The laſt Sei 
on has shewed the miſery of a man fo 
beſciged, therefore I shall not enlarge 
on it herc, this mention being only in- 
tended to evince how apt this vain glo- 
rious humor is to betray men to it, 

11, THESE are competent Speci- 
mens of the folly of this vice: but it has yet 
| | a far- 


= 


— —— 


wc 


—_— 


eo oe TR wr A ws HO 


Sgcr. I X. Of Boaſting. I65 


atarther aggravation, that it precludes all 


means of 'growing wiſer: tis Solomons 


| aſſertion , Jeef# thou a man wiſe in his 


own conceit 2 there 1s more hope of a I'ool 
then of him. Pro. 26. 12. Andthereaſon 
is evident , for he diſcards the two grand 
inſtruments of inſtruction, Admonition 


and Obſervation. The former he thinks 


ſuperſeded by his own PerteQtions, and 
therefore when any ſuch friendly office 
is attemted towards him, he imputes 
it either to Envy, anda dchire to ecliple 
his luſtre by finding ſome ſpot, or elſe 
to Ignorrnce and incapacity of eſtimat- 
ing his worth : the one he entertains with 
Indignation, the other with diſdaintul 
Pitty. As for Obſervation, he ſo circum- 
{cribes it within himſelf, that it can ne- 
fer fetch in any thing from without, 
Reading of men Ah bin by ſome thought 
the moſt facile and. expedite Method 
for acquiring Knowledg; and ſure tor 
ſome kinds of Knowledg it is: but then 
aman muſt not only read one Author , 
much leſs the one worlt he can pick out 
for himſelf. Tis an old and true ſaying , 
He that is his- own Pupil shall have a 
Fool for his Tutor: and truly he that 
tudies only himſelf, will be like ta make 

but 
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but a ſorry Progrels. Yer this is the caſe 
of arrogant men, they loſe all the be. 
nefit of Converſation, and when the 
Should be encicting their Mins wit 
forreign treſure, they are only counting 
over their own (tore. Inſtead of advert. 
ing to thoſe ſober di\courſes which they 
hear from others, they are perhaps 
watching to interrupt them by ſome 
pompous Story of themſelves , or at leaſt 
in the abundance of their'ſelf-ſuthciency, 
think they can ſay much better thingy 
Magifterially obtrude their own notion, 
and fall a teaching when tis fitter they 
Should learn: and ſure to be thus for- 
ward to lay out, and take no care to 
bring in , mult nceds end in a Bankru 
ſtate. Tis true I confeſs the ſtudy ota 
mans-ſelt is ( rightly taken ) the molt 
uſetul part of Learning, but then it 
mult be ſuch a Study as brings him to 
know himſelt, which none do fo little 
as theſe men, who in this are like thoſe 
filly women the Apoſtle deſcribes, 2 Tim. 
3. 7. Who are ever learning yet We 
ver attain. And tis no wonder , for 
they begin at the wrong end, make no 
inquiry into their faults of defects, but 
fix their Contemplation only on thei 
more 
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more {picndid qualities, with which they 
are ſo dazled, that when you bring them 
to the darker Parts of themſelves , it 
fares with them as with thoſe that come 
newly from gazing on the Sun , they 
can ſec nothing. 

12, AND now having diſſected this 
fuelling vice, and fecn what it 1s that 
feeds the tumor , the cure ſuggeſts it 
If, If the diſeaſe be founded 1n Pride, 
the abating that is the moſt natural and 
proper remedy : and truly one would 
think that mere weighing of the fore- 
going conſiderations, might prove ſuffci- 
entallaies to it, Yet becaute whe: c humors 
are turgent , tis neceſſary not only to 
purge them , but allo to ſtrengthen the 
infeſted part, I $hall adventure to give 
ſome few advices by way of fortificati- 
on and Antidote, 

13. Ix the firſt place, that of the A- 
poſtle offers it felt ro my hand, Look not 
every man on his on things, but every 
man alſo on the things of others, Phul. 
?. 4. Acounſil which in adiſtorted ſenſe 
ſeems to be roo much pra&ticed, We are 
apt to apply it to worldly advantages, 
and in that notion not to look on our 
own things with thanktulnels, bur on o- 

ther 
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ther mens with envy. We apply it al- 
ſo to errors and ſins, and look not on 
our own to corre& and reform , but on 
others to deſpiſe and cenſure. Let us at 
laſt rake it in the genuine ſenſe , and 
not look on our own excellencies, but 
thoſe of others. We ſee in all thing 
how dcſuctude do's contratt and narroy 
our facultics, ſo that we may apprehend 
only thoſe things wherein we are con- 
verlant, The droiling Pcſant ſcarce thinks 
there is any world beyond his own Vil 
lage, or the neighboring Markets , nor 
any gaity beyond that of a Wake of 


Morrice, ard men who are accuſtom' 


only to the admiration oft themſelves | 


think there is nothing beſide them wor- 
thy of regard. Theſe. unbred minds muſt 
be a little ſent abroad , made acquain- 
ted with thoſe exceliencies which God 
bas beſtowed on other men, and then 
they will not think themſelves like G+ 
deons fleece to have ſuckt up all the 
dew of heaven: nay perhaps, they may 
find they rather anſwer the other part 
of the miracle, and are drier then the 
neighbors. Let them therefore put them- 
ſelves in this courſe, obſerve diligently 


all tho good that 1s viſible in other men: 
an 


4 
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and when they find themſclves mounting 
into their altitudes , let them clog their 
wings with the , remembrance of thoſe 
who have out-ſoar'd them , not in vain 
opinion, but in true worth. Tis nothing 
but the fancy of fngularity that puffs ug 
up. To breath, to walk, to hear, to ſee 
are excellent powers , yet no body is 
proud of them, becauſe they are come 
mon to the whole kind: and therefore 
if we would obſerve the great number 
of thoſe that equal ,, or exceed us, even 
in the more appropiate endowments, 
we ſhould not put ſo exceſſive a price 
upon our ſelves, 

14. SECONDLY i we will needs be re. 
fleting = our ſelves, let us do it more 
ingeniouſly , more equally , let us take a 
true ſurvey, and obſerve as well the bar- 
ren as the fertil part of the ſoil : and if 
this were don, many mens value would 
be much ſhort of what they are willing 
to ſuppoſe it. Did we but compare our 
crop of Weeds and Nettles, with that of 
our Corn , we muſt either think our 
ground is poor , or our ſelves very ill 
husbands. When therefore the recolleCti- 
9n of either real or fancied worth begins 


> to make us aery , let us condenſe again 


Y by 
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by the remembrance of our ſins and 
folly : tis the only poſlible ſervice they 
can do us, and conſidering how dear 
they are to colt us , we had not need 
loſe this one accidental advantage. In 
this ſenſe Satan may caſt out Satan, our 
vileſt guilts help to eje&t our pride, and 
did we well manage this one ſtratagem 
againſt him, twould give us more cauſe 
of triumph, then moſt of thoſe thingy 
for which we ſo ſpread our plumes: I 
do not ſay we should contraCt new guilts 
to make us humble , God knows we 
need not, we have all of us enough of 
the old ſtock if we would but thus em- 
ploy them. 

15. In the laſt place I Should adviſe 
thoſe who arc apt to talk big things of 
themſelves, to turn into ſome other road 
of diſcourſe : for if they are their own 
Theme, their tongues will as naturally 
turn into Eulogics, as a horle do's into 
that Inn to which he 1s cuſtomed. All 
habits do require ſome little exceſs of 
the contrary to their cure: for we have 
not ſo juſt a ſcantling of our ſelves, as 
to know to a grain what will level the 
ſcales, and place us in the right Medio» 


crity. Let men therefore that have this 
infirmity 


| 
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infirmity , shun ( as far as prudence and 
intereſt permirs ) all diſcourſe of them- 
ſelves, till they car ſever it from rhat 
unhappy appendage. They will not be at 
all the leſs acceptable company , it being 
generally thought none of rhe belt parts 
of breeding , to talk much of ones elf: 
for tho it be don fo as not to argue pride, 
yet it do's ignorance of more worthy 
ſubjects. 

16, I should here conclude this SeCti- 
on, but that there is another ſort of 
vaunting Talk ,- which was not well re. 
ducible to any of the former Heads , the 
Subje&t matter being vaſtly diſtant : for 
in thoſe the Boaſting was founded in 
ſome either real or ſuppoſed worth , bur 
in this in Baſeneſs and villany. There 
are a Generation of men, who have re- 
moved all the Land-marks which their 
Fathers ( nay even the Father of Spirits ) 
have ſer, reverſt the common notions of 
Humanity , and call evil good, and good 
evil, and thoſe things which a moderate 
impudence would blush to be ſurpriſed 
in, they not only proclame but boaſt 
off, blow the Trumper as much before 
their crimes, as others betore their good 
deeds. Nay ſo much do they affect this 


inverted 
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inverted fort of Hypocriſy , that they 
own more wickedneſs then they act, , 
ſume to have made Practical the higheſt 
Speculations of villany, and like the 
Devils Knights errant, pretend to thoſe 
Romantic atchievments, which the ve- 
rieſt Fiend incarnate could never Ccom-. 
yo Theſe are ſuch Prodigies, fſuch 

onſters of villany, that tho they are 


the objects of Grief andWonder, they 


are not of Counſil. Men'who thus rave, 
we may conclude their brains are turn» 
cd, and one may as well read Lequres 
at Bedlam as treat with ſuch, Yet we 
know that there sharp corrections rewo- 


ver crazed men to Sobriety ;, and rhen | 


their Cure lies only in the hand of Ci- 
vil Juſtice: if that would take them at 
their words, receive their brags as Con- 
feſlions, and punish them accordingly, 
it may be alittle reall ſmart would cor- 
ret this mad Itch, and teach them not 
fo glory in their shame. Phil. 3.19. 

N tho mean time let others who 
are not yet arrived to this height , con- 
fider berimes, that all indulgent practice 
of ſin is the dire& Road to it, and ac- 
cording to the degrees of that indul- 
gence, they make more or leſs haſt. mh 

that 
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that conſtantly and habitually indulges, 
rides upon the Spur, and will quickly 
' overtake his Leaders. Nay if it be bur this 
one Vice of vanity , it may finally bring 
him to their ſtate. He that loves to brag, 
will ſcarce find exerciſe enough for that 
faculty in his vertues, and therefore may 
at laſt be temted to take in his vices al- 
ſo. But that which is more ſerfouſly 
conſiderable is, that Pride 1s ſo provok- 
ing to Almighty God, that it often 
cauſes him to withdraw his Grace, which - 
is a Donative he has promiſed only to 
the humble. Jam.4.6. And indeed when we 


turn that Grace into wantonneſs, as the 


| Proud man do's who is pamper'd by it 


into _= conceits of himſelf, tis not 
e God will any longer proſtitute 

is favors to ſuch abuſe. The Apoltle 
obſerves it of the Gentiles, who had in 
contradiftion of their natural light a- 
bandon'd themſelves to vile Idolatrics, 
that God after gave them up to a reprobate 
mind and vile affettions. Rom. 1. 25, 26. 
Bur the Proud now ſtifle a much clearer 
light, and give up themfelves to as baſe an 
Idolatry, the adoration of themſelves. 
And rherefore tis but equal to expe God 


+} Should deſert them, and ( as ſome Nati- 


ONs 
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ons have Deified their diſeaſes ) permit 
them to celebrate even their fowleſt en- | 
ormities. The application of all I $hall 
ſum up in the words of the Apoſtle. Rom, 
11.21. Take heed alſo that he ſpare not thee, 


SS nCy2.- 


Of Querulouſneſs. 


I. O this of Boaſting may not un- 

fitly be ſubjoin'd another inor. | 
dinancy of the Tongue , viz. murmuring 
and complaining. For tho theſe faults 
ſeem to differ as much in their comple- 
xions, 45 Sanguine do's from Melancholy, 
yet there is nothing more frequent then 
to ſee them united in the ſame Perſon, 
Nor is this a conjunction of « later date, 
but is as old as St. Zude's daies , who ob- 
ſerves that the murmurers and complainers 
are the very ſame with thoſe who ſpeak 
great ſwelling words, Jude 16. 

2, Nox are we to wonder to find them 
thus conjoined, if we conſider what an 
original cognation and kindred w_ | 
1ave 
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have, they being ( however they ſeem 
divided) ſtreams iſſuing from the ſame 


* + fountain. For the very ſame Pride which 


promts a man to vaunt and overyalue 
what he is, do's as forcibly incline him 
to contemn and diſvalue what he has ; 
whilſt meſuring his enjoiments by that 
vaſt Idea he has form'd of himſelf, "cis 
__ but he muſt think them below 

im, 

3. TH1s indeed is the true original of 
thoſe perpetual complainings we hear 
from all forts and conditions of men. 
For let us paſs thro all Degrees , all 

z ve $hall rarely find a ſingle Per- 


1 fon, much leſs any number of men, cx- 


emt from this Querulous, this ſullen hu- 
mor : as if that breath of life where. 
with God originally inſpired us, had bin 
given us not to magnity his Bounty, 
but to accuſe his illibecality, and like the 
diſmaller ſorts of inſtrumcnts, could be 
tuned to no other Streins but rhoſe of 
Mourning and Lamentation. Every man 
contributes his note to this doletul Har- 
mony, and after all that God has don to 
oblige and delight mankind , ſcarce any 
man is ſatisfied enough, I will nor ſay to 


Y. be thankfull, but co be patient. For alas 


what 
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what Tragical complaints do men make 
of their infelicity , when perhaps their 
proſperity is as much the envious out. 
cry of others ? Every little defeat of a 
deſign, of an —_ every little diſre- 
gard from thoſe above them, or leſs ſo- 
lemn obſervance from thoſe below them, 
makes their Heart het within them, Pial, 
39- 3. andthe tongue (that combuſtible 
part ) quickly takes fire and breaks out 
into extravagant exclamations. It 1s in- 
deed ſtrange to ſee how weighty every 
the trivialleſt thing is when a paſſion 
is caſt into the ſcale with it, how every the 
ſlighteſt inconvenience or petty want 
preponderates hundreds of great ſubſtan- } 
tial bleſſings : when indeed were it in an 
inſtance never ſo conſiderable, it could be 
no juſt Counterpoiſe. Yet fo cloſely is this 
corruption interwoven with our conſti- 
tution , that it has ſometimes prevaild 
even upon good men. Facob tho he had 
twelve ſons , yet upon the ſuppoſed 
death of one deſpis'd the comforts of 
all che reſt, and with an obſtinate ſor- 
row reſolves to go mourning to his 
Grave. Gen. 35. 37. David after that 
ſignal victory which had prefery'd his 
life, reinſtated him in his Throne , and | 
reſtor'd 
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reſtor'd him to the Ark and Santuary, 
yet ſuffer'd the loſs of his rebellious ſon, 
who was the Author of his danger , to 
overwhelm the ſenſe of his deliverance, 
and inftead of Hymns and praiſes, breaks 
out. into cjulations and effeminate wail- 
ings, 2. Sam. 18. 33. 

4. BuT God knows the moſt of our 
complaints cannot pretend to fuch conſi- 
derable motives : they are not the bowels 
of a Father , the impreffes of Nature 
that excite our repinings, but the impul- 
ſes of our luſts and inordinate appetites. 
Our diſcontents are uſually ſuch as «4 
hab's for his neighbors vineyard, Hamar's 
for Mordecai's obeiſance , ,Achitophel's 
for having his counſil rejeted. Every 
diſappointment of our avarice , ambi- 
tion, and pride, fill's our hearts with bit- 
terneſs and our mouths with clamors, 
For if we should examine the numerous 
complaints which found in every cor- 
ner, it would doubtleſs be found that rhe 
greateſt part of them have ſome ſuch 
original : and that, whether the preten- 
ded grievances be public or private. For 
the firſt : many a man is a ſtate male- 
content, meerly becauſe he ſces another 
advanced to that honor or wealth which 
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he thinks he has better deſerv'd. He is 
alwaies inveighing againſt ſuch unequal 
diſtributions , where the beſt ſervices 
( ſuch you may be ſure his own are ) 
arc the worſt rewarded: nor do's he ever 
ceaſe to predict public ruines, till his pri- 
vate are repared. But as ſoon as that 
is don, his Augury grows more mild: and 
as if the eſtate and he were like Hippocra- 
tes's twins , his recruites give new vigor 
to that, and till his next ſuit 1s denied 
every thing is well adminiſtred. So full 
alas men are of themſelves, rhat tis hard 
to find any the moſt ſplendid pretences 
which have not ſomething of that at the 
bottom : and would every man ranſack 
his ewn heart, and reſolve not to caſt a 
ſtone till he had firſt cleer'd it of all ſini- 
ſter reſpects, perhaps the number of our 
complainers would be much abated. 

5. Nor is it otherwiſe in private 
diſcontents, Men are apt to think 
themſelves i]l uſed by any man who will 
not ſerve their intereſt or their humor, 
nay ſometimes their yices; and are prone 
in all companies to arraign ſuch an unpli- 
ant Perſon, as if he were an enemy to 
mankind , becauſe he 1s not a ſlave to 


their will, How many have quarrel'd e- 
jen 


} 
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ven with their deareſt tricnds, becaule 
they would not aflilt them to their own 
ruiney or have ſtriven to divert them 
from it : fo forcible are our propenſions 
to mutiny , that we equally taxe occa- 
ſions from benefits or injuries. 

6. BurT the higheſt and moſt unhap- 
py inſtance of all is in our behavior to- 
wards God, whole allotments we diſ- 

ute with the ſame or rather greater 
ldneſs then we do thoſe of men. What 
elſe mean thoſe impaticut murmurs at 
thoſe things which are the immediate if- 
ſues of his Providence ? Such are our na- 
tive blemishes, diſeaſes, death of friends, 
and the like. Nay what indeed are our 
diſpleſures even at thoſe things which 
we pretend to fa{ten upon Second Caules? 
For thoſe being all under the ſubordina- 
tion of the firlt , cannot move but by its 
permiſſion. This holy Fob well diſcern'd, 
and therefore do's not indite the Chalde- 
ans or Sabeans for his plunder , but know-« 
ing they were but in{truments, he ſubmiſl- 
ly acknowledgos, that there was a high- 
cr agent in his loſs, The Lord hath ta- 
ken away , Job.1.21. When therefore we ra» 
vingly execrate the rapine of one man , 
the deceit of atother for or impoverish- 
& 3 ment 
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ment, when we angrily charge out defa- 
mation on the malice of our maligners, 
our diſappointments on the treachery or 
negligence of our friends, we do inter- 
pretatively conclude either that there is 
no over-ruling providence which cottd 
have reſtrained thoſe events, ot elſe 
C which is equally hortid ) we accuſett 
as not having don well in permitting 
them. So that againſt whomſoever we 
dire our clamors, their laſt rebound js 
againſt Heaven; this Querulous humor 
Carrying alwaies an implicite repugnance 
to Gods diſpoſals: but where ir is in- 
dulged to, it uſually is its own expolitor, 
and explicitely avows it, charges God 
foolishly, and by impious murmurs 
blaiphemes that power which it cani- 
not reſiſt, Indeed the progreſs 1s vety 
natural 'for our impatiences at men to 
ſwell into mutinies againſt God : fot 
when the mind is once 1mbitter'd, it 
diſtinguishes nor of objccts, but indiffer- 
ently lets fly its venem. He that frets 
himſelf , the Prophet tells us, will curſe 
his King , nay his God, 11a. 8. 21. andhe 
chat quarrels at Gods diſtributions , 1s 
in the dire road to defic his B-1ng. 
7. By this we may eſtimate the dat- 
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er of our diſcontents, which tho at 

| they are introduced by the inordi- 
nate love of our ſelves, yet are very apt 
to terminate in hatred and Biatphemies 
apainft God. He therefore that would 
cure himfelf from the higheſt degree, 
muſt watch againft the loweſt; as he 
that would prevent a total Inandation , 
muſt avert the ſmalleft breach in his 
Banks. Not but that even the firtt be- 
ginnings are in themſelves well worth 
our guarding: for abſtracting from all 
the danger of this enormous increaſe , 


_ theſe murmurings (like a mortiferons 


Herb) are poiſonous even in their firſt 
Spring, before they arrive to their 
fall maturity. To be alwaies moraliz- 
ing the Fable of Promethens upon one's 


\felf, playing the Vultur upon one's 


own entrails is no defirable thing , rho 
we were accountable to none but our 
ſelves for it : to dip our tongues in gall, 
to have nothing 1n our mouths bur the 
extract, and exhalation of our inward 
ditterneſs, is ſure no greater Senſuality. 
So that did we conſult only our own 
eaſe, we might from that ſingle Topic 
draw arguments enough againit our mu- 
times. 

8. But 
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8. Bur beſides qur duty and eaſe , ſour 
credit and reputation make their plea al 
fo. Fortitude is one of the nobleſt of mo- 
ral vertues, and has the luck to ap 
conſiderable even to thoſe who 4elviſe 
all the reſt. Now one of the moſt proper 
and eminent acts of that is, the bearing 
adverſe events with evenneſs and temper, 
This paſſive valor is as much the mark 
of agreat mind as the aftive, nay per- 
haps more, the later being often ow- 
ing to the Animal, this to the Rational 

art of man. And ſure we muſt ſtrangely 
ave corrupted the principles of Mora- 
lity as well as Religion, it every turbu- 


lenr unruly Spirit, that fills the world | 


with blood and rapine, $hall have his 
ferity called gallantry ; yet that ſober 
courage , that maintains it ſelf againſt all 
the shocks of Fortune, that keeps its 
Poſt in ſpight of the rudeſt encounters, 
Shall not be allowed at leaſt as good a 
name. And then on the contrary we 
may conclude, that to ſink under e- 
very croſs accident, to be ſtill whining 
4+ nn aining , Crying out upon every 
touch, :5 a note of a mean degenerous 
foul, below the dignity of our reaſonable 
nztur-, For certain'y God never gave 
us 
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us reaſon for ſo unkind a purpoſe , as 
only to quicken and inhance the reſent- 
ment of our ſufferings, but rather to con- 
trole thoſe diſorders , which the more 
tumultuous part of us, our ſenſes, are 
apt to raiſe 1n us: and weare fo far men 
and no farther , as we uſe it to that 
end. Therefore if the dictates of re- 
ligion cannot reſtrain our murmurs, if 
we are not Chriſtians enough to ſubmit 
to the divine precepts of meekneſs and 
acquieſcence : yet let us at leaſt keep 
within thoſe bounds which ingenious 
nature has ſet us, and not by our un- 
manly 1mpartiencies enter common with 
Brutes and Animals. 

9. Nay I may farther add, if net- 
ther for Gods nor our own fakes, yet 
for others, for humane ſocictics ſake, this 
querulous inclination shouid be ſuppreſt; 
there being nothing that renders a man 
more unpleſant , more uneaſy compa- 
ny. For ( beſides that tis very apt to 
vent it ſelf upon thoſe with whom he 
converſes, rendring him capricious and 
exceptious z and tis a harsh, a grating 
ſound ro hear a man alwaics in the 
complaining Key ) no man would wil- 
lingly dwell within the noiſe of shrecks 

and 
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and groans ; and the exclamations of 
the diſcontented differ from thoſe only 


by being more articulate. Itis a very un- | 


welcome importunity , to entertain a 
mans Company with remonſtrances of 
his own infelicities and miſadventures, 
and he that will relate all his grievances 
to others, will quickly make himſelf one 
to them. For tho he that is full of the 
inward ſenſe of them , thinks it rather 
an caſe then oppreſſion to ſpeak them 
out, yet the caſe is far otherwiſe with 


his Auditors : they are perhaps as much 


taken up with themſelves, as he 1s, and as 


little at leiſure to conſider his concerns, as | 


he theirs. Alas we are not now in thoſe 
primitive daies., when there was as it 
were one common ſenſe among Chri. 
ſtians, when zf one member ſuffer d , all 
the members ſuffer'd with it. 1 Cor. 12. 
26, That Charity which gave that ſym- 
pathetic motion to the whole , is now 
it ſelf benum'd , flows rarely beyond 
the narrow compals of our perſonal in- 
rereſt; and therefore we cannot expect 
that men $should be very . patient of our 
complaints who are not concern'd*in the 
cauſes of them. The Prieſts anſwer to 


Judas do's ſpeak the ſenſe of moſt men 
in 


A. 
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in the caſe What is that to us ? See thou 
tothat. Mar. 27. 4. I do not deny bur 
that the diſcharging ones griefs into the 
boſome of a true friend, 1s both inno- 
cent and prudent : nay indeed he that 
has ſuch atreſure, is unkind to himſelf 
ifheuſe it not, Bur thar which I would 
diſwade, is the promiſcuous uſe of this 
liberty in common Converſation , the 
fatisfying our Spleen, when we cannot 
eale our hearts by it, the loud decla- 
mings at our miſery , which is ſeldom ſe- 
verd from as ſevere refletions on thoſe 
whom. we ſuppoſe the cauſes of 1t; by 
which nothing can be acquired bur the 
opinion of our Impatience, or perhaps 
ſome new grievance from ſome, who 
think themſelves concern'd to vindicata 
thoſe whom we aſperſe. In a word tis 
as indecent as it is unacceptable, and we 
may obſerve all men are willing to flink 
out of ſuch company, the Sober for 
the hazards, and Jovial for the unple- 
ſantneſs. So that the murmurer ſeems to 
be turn'd off ro the company of thoſe 
doleful Creatures which the Prophet men- 
tions which were to inhabite the ruines of 
Babylon, Iſ.13.21.For he is ill Converſation 
to all men, tho the worſt of all to himlelF. 

Aa 10, AND 
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10. AND now upon the force of all 
theſe conſiderations, I may reaſonably 


impreſs the Wiſe mans Counſil, Therefore | 


beware of murmuring , Wiſd.1.11.And in- 
deed it is not the precept of the Wiſe. 
man alone, but of all who have made 
any juſt pretence to that title. For 
when we conſider thoſe excellent leCtures 
of contentation and acquieſcence, where- 
with the writings of Philoſophers abound, 
'tis hard to ſay whether they ſpeak more 
of inſtruction or reproch to us. When 
their confuſed notions of a Deity had gi- 
ven them ſuch impreſſions of his Wiſ- 


dom and grom—_ that they would | 


not pretend to make any. elections for 
themſelves, how do's it shame our more 
explicite knowledg, who dare not de- 
pend on him in . 4 ſmalleſt inſtance? 
who will not take his diſpoſalls for good 
unleſs our ſenſes become his fſureties? 
which amounts but to that degree of 
credit, which the moſt fi thleſs man 
may expect from us, the truſting him 
as far as we fee bim. This is tuch a 
contumely ro him, as the Erhuic world 
dur{t not offer him, and is the peculiar 
inſolence of us degenerated Chriſtians, 


who ſure cannot be thought in earneſt | 


when 
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when we talk of tinging alielujahs mm 
the next world to him, whilſt we enter- 
tain him here only with the ſullen noiſe 
of murmurs and repinings. For we are 
not to think that Heaven will Meta- 
morphoſe us on a ſudden, and turn our 
exclamations and wild clamors into Lauds 
and Magnificats, Ir do's indecd perfect 
and crown thoſe graces which were here 
inchoate and begun, but no mans conver- 
ſion ever ſucceeded his being there : for 
Chriſt has expreſly told us, That ex- 
cept we be converted, we shall not enter in- 
to the kingdom of heaven ; If we go hence 
in our troward diſcontents , they will 
aſſociate us with thoſe, with whom is 
= Ys and wailing and gnashing of 
teeth. 
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Of Poſutiveneſs. 


I. NOTHER very unhandſom 

circumſtance in diſcourſe is the 
being over confident and peremtory, a 
thing which do's very much unfit men 
for converſation, it being lookt on as 
the common birth-right of mankind, that 
every man is to opine according to the 
dictates of his own underſtanding, not an- 
others. Now this Peremtorineſs is of 
two ſorts, the one a Magiſterialneſs in 
matters of opinion and ſpeculation, the 
other a Poſitiveneſs in relating matters 
of fa&t: in the one we impoſe upon mens 
underſtandings, in the other on their 
faith. 

2, For the firſt, he muſt be much a 
ſtranger in the world who has not met 
with 1t: there being a generation of men, 
who as the Prophet ſpeaks, Are wiſe mn 
their own ets, and prudent in their own 

fight, Wa. 5.21. Nay not only fo, but who 
make 
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make themſelves the ſtandards of wiſdom, 
to which all are bound to conform, and 
whoever weighs not in their balance, be 
his reaſons never ſo weighty , they 
write Tekel upon them. This is one of 
the moſt oppreſſive Monopolies imagi- 
nable : all others can concern only ſom- 
thing without us, but this faſtens upon 
our nature, yea and the better part of it 
too, our reaſon , and if it meet with thoſe 
who have any conſiderable share of that 
within them , they will often be temted 
to rally it , and not too tamely reſign 
this native liberty. Reaſon ſubmits only 
to Reaſon, and he that aſſaults it with bare 


| Autority ( that which is Divine alwaies 


_—_ may as well cut flame with 
his ſword, or harden wax in the ſun. 

3. T1s true indeed theſe great Di- 
Qators do ſometimes run down the com- 
pany , and carry their Hypotheſis with- 
out conteſt: bur of this there may be di- 
vers reaſons beſides the weight of their 
arguments. Some unſpeculative men may 
not have the skill ro cxamine their aſſer- 
tions, and therefore an aſſent is their ſa- 
feſt courſe z others may be lazy and not 
think it worth their pains ; a third ſort 


» May be modeſt and awed by a ſevere 


brow 
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brow and an imperious nod : and perhapy 
the wiſer may providently foreſee the im. 
Poſlibility of convincing one who thinks 
himſeltnot ſubje& toerror. Upon theſe or 
other like grounds tis very poſlible all ma 

beflenced when neyer a one 15 convinced: 
ſogthat theſe great Maſters may often 
make very falſe eſtimates of their con- 
queſts , and ſacrifice to their o-0n nets, 
Heb. 1. 16. when they have taken no- 
thing. 

4. Nay indeed this inſolent way of 
propoſing is fo far from propagating 
their notions , that it gives prejudice a- 
gainſt them. They are the gentle inli- 
nuations which pierce ( as oil is the 
moſt penetrating of all liquors) but in 
theſe Magiſterial documents men think 
themſelves attackt , and ſtand upon 
their guard, and reckon they muſt part 
with Honor together with their Opint- 
on , if they ſuffer themſelves to be He- 
| Qtor'd out of it. Beſides, this impoſing 
humor is ſo unamiable, that it gives an 
averſion to the Perſon; and we know 
how torcible perſonal prejudices are {tho 
tis true they should not be) towards 
the biaſling of Opinions, Nay indeed 


men of this temper do cut themſelves | 


0 
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off from the opportunities of Profelyting 
others, by averting them from their com- 
pany. Freedom 1s the endearing _ 
in Society , and where that is control'd, 
men are nor very fond of aflociating 
themſelves. Tis natural to us to beun. 
ealy in the preſence ot thoſe who af. 
ſume an Authority over us. Children 
care not for the company of their Pa- 
rents or Tutors, and men will care leſs 
for theirs , who would make rhem Chil- 


f | dren by uſurping a Tutorage, 

4 5. ALL theſe inconveniencies are C- 
* | vidently conſequent to this Dogmari- 
* | 2ing, Grraliag men be neyer ſo much in 
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the right : bur if they happen to be in 
the wrong , what a ridiculous pageantry 
is it, tO Bo ſuch a Philoſophical gravity 
ſet to man-out a Soleciſm? A conclu. 
ding Face put upon no concluding Ar- 
gument, is the moſt contemtible fort 
of folly in the world. They do by this 
fund a trumpet to their own defeat: 
and whereas a modeſt miſtake . mighr 
lip by undiſcern'd, theſe Rodomontade 
errors force themſelves upon mens obs 
{ervation , and make it as impoſſible for 
men not to ſee, as it is not to deſpiſe them 


+ When they do, For indeed Prifle is 25 


ill 


192 The Government of the Ton gue. 


ill linkt with Error , as we uſually fay it 
is with Beggery , andin this as well as 
chat , converts pitty into Contemt. 

6. AND theni1t would be conſidered, 
what ſecurity any man that will be im. 
poling has, that this will not be his 
=, Gena nature is very fallible, and 
as it is poſſible a man may errin a great 
many things, ſo tis certain every man 
do's in ſomething or other Now who 
knows at the inſtant he is ſa poſitive, 
but this may be his erring turn? Alas 
how frequently are we miſtaken eyen 
in common ordinary things! for as the 
Witeman ſpeakes , hs 
right even in things that are before us, 
Wiſd. 9.16. our very ſenſes do ſome. 
times delude us. How then may we wan. 
der in things of abſtruſe ſpeculation? The 
conſideration of this hath wirh ſome 
ſo prevail'd , that ir has produc'd a SeR 
of Scepticiſm: and tho I preſs 1t not for 
that purpoſe, yet ſure it may reaſons 
bly be urged to introduce ſome mode- 
ſty and calinneſs in our aſſertions. For 
when we have no other certainty of our 
being in the right, but our own pet- 
{waſtons that we are ſo; this may often 
be but making one error the gage fot 

alle 


rdly do we judg a+ | 
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another. For God knows confidence is 
ſo far trom a Certain mark of truth, that 
tis often the ſeducer into talshood , none 
being ſo apt to loſe their way as thoſe 
who , out of an ungrounded prefumrion 
of knowing it, de{pilc all direction from 
others. 

7. LET allthis be weighed, andthe 
reſult will be, that this peremtorineſs is 
a thing that can befir no torm of under- 
ſtanding. It renders Wiſe men diſobliging 
and troubleſlom, and tools r1d:Culous 
and coutemcible. It caits a prejudice up. 
on the molt ſolid reaſoning , and it ren- 
ders the lighter more notoriouſly defſpi- 
cable. Tis pity good parts should be 
leren'd by it, made a ſnare to the own- 
ers, and uſelels to others. And *ris pit y 
too that weak parts should by it be Con- 
demn'd to be alwaies fo,by delpifing thoſe 
Aids which should improve them. SinCc- 
therefor: *tis fo 11] calculared for CVory 
Meridian , would God all Climes oghe 
be purged trom it. 

8. AND as there arc we:ghty obje. 
ions againſt it in reſpect of its effects, 
{0 there are no incontiderable prejudices 
in relation to its Cauſes , of winch we may 
reckon Pride to be th: moſt certain 


Bb an 


194 The Government of the Tongue, 


and univerſal : tor what over elſe Caſually 
OCCurs to it, this is the fundamental con. 
ſtitutive principle ; nothing but a great 
overweening ot a mans own underſtand. 
ing bcing able to inſtate him in that 1ma. 
ginary empire over other mens. For here 
ſure we may ask the Apoltles queſtion, 
Il ho made thee to differ from another? 
When God has made Rationality the 
common portion of mankind , how Came 
it to be thy incloſure ? or what Signa. 
ture has he ſet upon thine , what 
mark of excellency , that thine should be 
paramount? Doubtleſs if thou fancielt 


chou hait that part of Jacobs bleſſing, To | 


be Lord of thy brithren, and that all thy 
mothers ſons Should bow down to thee, 
Gen. 27. 29. thou haſt got it more ſurrep- 
titiouſly then he did, and with leſs effect: 
for tho 1/aac could not retract his mi. 
ſtaken benediction, God will never ra- 
tify thar fantattic , thou hatt pronounc- 
ed to thy ſelf, with his reall effeive- 
ONc. 


9. Bur there happens many times |. 


to be another ingredient beſides Pride, 
and that is Ignorance: tor thoſe qualities 
however they may ſeem at war, do of- 
tcn very cloſely combine, He w ho has nar- 
row 
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row notions , that knows but a few 
things, and has no glimpſe of any be. 
yond him , thinks there are no ſuch: 

and therefore as if he had ( like 4. 

kxander) no want but that of worlds to 

conquer , he thinks himſelf the abſolute 

Monarch of all knowledg. And this is of 

al others the moſt unhappy compoſitt- 

on: for ignorance being of its ſelf like 
tiff clay , an infertile ſoile, when Pride 
comes to ſcorch and harden it, it grows 
perfectly impenetrable; and accordingly 
we ſee none are ſo inconvincible as your 

hal-witted people ; who know uit e- 
- nough to excite their pride, but not fo 
much as to cure their 1gnorance. 

10. THERE remains yeta 24 kind of 
Peremtorineſs which I am to ſpeak to, 
and that 1s of thoſe who can make no 
relation without an atteſtation of its cer- 
tainty : a ſort of hoſpitable people, who 
entertain all the idle vagrant reports, 
and ſend them out with paſſports and 
teſtimonials ; who when they have once 


j. adopted a ſtory, will have it pals for le- 


gitimate how ſpurious ſocver it original- 
ly was. "Theſe ſomewhat reſemble thoſe 
Hoſpitals in [taly , where all baſtards are 


* lure of reception, and ſuch a proviſion 


as 
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as may enable them to ſubſiſt in the world: 
and were it not for ſuch men, many a Fx 
therleſs lie would be ſtifled in its birth, 
Ic is indeed ſtrange to ſee, how ſuddenly 
looſe rumors knit into formal ſtories, 
and from thence grow to certainties ; but 
*tis ſtranger to ſee. that men can be of 
ſuch profligated impudence, as knowing- 
ly to give them that advance. And yet 
tis no rarity to meet with ſuch men who 
will pawn their honor , their ſouls, for 
that unworthy purpoſe : nay and that 
too with as much impertinence as baſe- 
neſs, when no intereſt of their own, or 
perhaps any mans elſe 1s to be ſerved 
by 1t. 

10. Tar1s 1s ſo prodigious a thing, 
as ſcems to cxcite ones Curioſity to in- 
quire the cauſe of ſo wonderful an effet, 
And here as in other unnatural produ- 
ions, there are ſcyeral concurrents. If 
we trace it from its original, its firſt E. 
lement ſeems to be Idleneſs : this dt- 
verting a man from ſerious uſeful enter- 
tainments, forces him upon ( the uſual 
refuge of vacant Perſons ) the inquiring 
after News; which when he has got, the 
venting of. it 1s his ncxt buſineſs. If he 
be of a credulous Nature, and believe 
; if 


) 
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it himſelf, he do's the more innocently 
impoſe it on others: yet then ro ſecure 
himſelf from the 1mpuration of Levity 
and too eaſy Faith, he is often temted 
tolend ſome probable circumſtance. Nay 
if he be of a proud humor, and have that 
miſerable vanity of loving to ſpeak big, 
and to be thought a man of greater cor- 
reſpondence and intelligence then his 
Neighbors, he will not bate an Ace of 
abſolute certainty , but however doubt- 
ful or improbable the thing is, coming 


from him it muſt go for an indiſputable 


truth. This ſcems to be the deſcent of 


, this unhappy folly , which yet is often 


nurſt up by a mean or imprudent Edu- 
cation. A man that hath converſt only 
with that lower fort of company , who 
durſt not diſpute his veracity, thinks the 
fame falſe Coin will paſs over the world, 
which went currant among his Fathers 
Servants or Tenants : and therefore we 
may obſerve that this 1s moſt uſuall in 
young men, who have come raw into 
company with good fortunes and ill 
breeding. But it 1s too true alſo that too 
many never loſe the habit, but are as 
moroſely poſitive in their Age, as they 
were childiſhly ſo in their Youth, In- 

deed 
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deed tis impoſlible they ſhould be 6- 
therwiſc, unleſs they have the wit to 
diſentangle themſelves firſt from the loye 
of Flattery, and afcer from the compa- 
ny of Flatterers : for (as I have before 
obſerv'd ) no vice will ever wither un- 
der their ſhade. I think I ſhall do the 
Reader no ill office to let 1n a little light 
upon them , and ſhew him ſome of 
thoſe many miſchicts that attend this 
unworthy practice. 

12. FiksT, it engages a man to Oaths, 
and for ought he knows to Perjuries, 
When he has lancht out boldly intoan 


incredible relation, he thinks he has put |, 


his Credit upon the forelorn hope, and 
muſt take carc to relieve it: and there 
is no ſuccor ſo conſtantly ready at hand 
as that of Oaths and imprecations, and 
therefore whole vollies of them are dif- 
charged upon the doubtful. Thus do 
we make God a witneſs , and our Souls 
parties in the cauſe of every trifling ru- 
mor, as if we had model'd our Divint- 
iy by the Scheme of that Jeſurtical Ca- 
uiſt, who legitimates the Killing of a 
man for an Apple. 

13. A ſecond miſchief is, that it be- 
traies a man to quarrcis, He that 1s 
perem- 
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peremtory in his own Story , may meet 
with another that 15 as peremtory in 
the contradiction of it, and then the 
wo Sr, Poſatzves muſt have a skirmish 
indeed. He that has atteſted the truth 
of a falſe, or the certainty of a doubt. 
ful thing , has brought himſelf into the 
ſame ſtrait with Baalams Ais, he muſt 
either tall down flat or run upon a ſword, 
Num. 22. 27. For if his Hearers do but 
expreſs a difh dence , either he muſt ſink 
to a down-right Confeſſion that he was 
a Liar: or elſe he muit huffand bluſter 
till perhaps he raiſe a counter-ſtorm , 
and as he fool'd himſelf out of his truth, 
ſo be beaten our of his prerence to it. 
Indeed there is ſcarce any quality that 
do's ſo remt aad invite affronts as this 
do's: for he that can deſcend to ſuch a 
meanneſs, may reaſonably enough be 
preſumed to haye little (as of true worth, 
ſo) even of that which the world calls 
Gallantry, and fo every puny ſword. 
man will think him a ul tame Quar- 
ry to enter and flesh himſelf upon. 

14. I x the thirdplace ir expoles him 
to all the contemrt and ſcorn which et- 
tier good or ill men Can fling upon him : 


the good abominate the fin, the ill tri- 
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umph over the folly of it. The truth js 
there can. be nothing more wretchedly 
mean. To be Knight of the Poſt to every 
fabulous relation, 1s ſuch a ſordid thing, 
that there can ſcarce be any name of re- 
proch too vile for it. And certainly 
he that can pawn his faith upon ſuch mt 
ſerable terms, will by thoſe frequent mort- 
gages quickly be ſnapt upon a forfeiture; 
or however will have his credit ſo im- 
par'd by it, that no man will think his 
word a competent gage for the lighteſt 
concern. 

15. AND this may paſs for a fourth 
conlideration , That this Poſitiveneſs is 
ſo far from gaining credit to his pre- 
ſent aftirmation , that it deſtroies it for 
the future : for he that ſees a man make 
no difterence in the confidence of his al- 
ſerring realities and fictions, can never 
take his mcſures by any thing he avers, 
but according to the common Provert, 
will be in danger of disbelicving him e- 
ven when he ſpeaks truth. And of this 
10 man can want conviction , who will 
but conſult his own obſervation, For 
what an allay do we find it to the credit 
of the moſt probable event, that it is rc- 


ported by one who uſes to ſtretch ? 'I hus 
un- 
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unhappily do ſuch men defeat their own 
deſigns : for while they aver ſtoutly 
that chey may be believed, that very 
thing makes them doubted , the world 
being not now to learn how frequently 
Confidence 1s made a ſupplement for 
truth, Nor let any man who uſes this, 
fatter himfelf that he alone do's ( like 
Jobs meſlenger ) eſcape the common tate ; 
tor tho perhaps he meet with ſome who 
ka civility or pitty will not diſpute the 
probability of his narrations, or with 
others who for raillery will not diſcou- 
rnge the humor with which they mean 


(in his abſence ) co divert themſelves, 


yet he may reſt aflur'd he 1s diſcern'd by 
all and derided for it. 

16. Ir therefore concerns men who 
either regard their truth , or their reputa= 
tion , not toindulge to this humor, which 
s the moſt ſilly way of ſhipwracking 
both. For he that will lay tholc to ſtake 
upon every ilying ſtory,may as well wager 
lis cftarte which way the wind will fic 
next morning, there being nothing lefs to 
be confided 1n , then the breath of tame, 
or the whiſpers of private tale-bearers. 
Wiſe men are afraid to report improba- 


' ble cruths: what a fool hardineſs is it 
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then to atteſt improbable falſities, as it 
often 1s the luck of theſe Politive men to 
do? 

17. CERTAINLY there is nothing 
which they deſign by this, which may 
not be obtain'd more cftcctually by a 
modeſt and unconcern'd relations He 
that barely relates what he has heard, 
and leaves the hearer to judg of the pro- 
bability , do's as much ( 1 am ſure more 
civilly ) entertain that company , as 
he that throws down his gauntlet 1n at- 
teſtation. He as much ſatisfies the itch 
of telling, news; he as much per{wades 


his hearers : nay very much more ( for | 


theſe over earneſt afleverations ſerve but 
to give men ſuſpicion that the Speaker 
is conſcious of his own falſneſs:) andall 
this while he has his retreat ſecure, and 
ſtands not reſponſible tor the truth of his 
relation. Nay indeed tho men ſpeak 
never ſo known and certains truths, *tis 
moſt adviſable not to prels them too im- 
portunately, For boldneſs, like the Bra- 
vocs and Bandittt, is ſeldom emploied 
but upon deſpcrate ſervices, and 1s fo 
known a Pander for lying, that truth 
1s bur detam'd by its attendance. 
18. T o conclude, modclty :s fo = 
e 
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ble , ſo inſinuating a thing, that all the 
rules of Oratory cannot help men to a 
more agrecable ornament of diſcourſe. 
And if they will try it in boththe fore- 
oing inſtances , they will undoubredly 
Fn the efte&ts of it: a modeſt propofal 
will ſooneſt captivate mens reaſons, anda 
modeſt relation their belief. 


WEI SECT. 
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Of Obſcene Talk. 


I. HERE is another vice of the 
Tongue which I cannot but men- 
tion, wo 1 knew not in which of the for- 
mer Claſlcs to place it: not that it comes 
under none, but that tis ſo common to 
all, that tis not caſy to refolve to which 
peculiarly to aflign ir , I mean obſcene 
and immodeſt talk, which 1s offenſive 
to the purity of God , dammagable and | 
infe&tious to the innocence of our Neigh- 
bors , and moſt pernicious to our ſelves: 
and yet 15 now grown a thing ſo com- 
mon , that one would think we were 
fallen into an Age of Metamorphoſis, 
and that the Brutes did (not only Poe- 
tically and in fiction ) but really ſpeak, 
For the talk of many is ſo beſtial , that 
it ſeems to be but the conceptions of the 
more libidinous Animals clothed in hu- 
man Language. 
2. AND yer Ccven this muſt paſs for 
Ingenuity, and this vile deſcent below Þ 
Huma- 
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Humanity, muſt be counted among the 
higheſt ſtrains of Wit. A wretched de- 
baſement of chat ſprightful Faculty , thus 
to be made the interpreter to a Goat 
or Boar : for'doubtleis had thoſe Crea- 
tures but the organs of Specch , their 
Fancies lic enough that way to make 
them as good company , as thoſe who 
more ſtudiouſly apply themſclves to this 
ſort of entertainment, 

3. THEx crime 1s comprehenſive c- 
nough to afford abundance of matter 
for the moſt Satyrical zeal , but I con: 
ſider the diſſeCting of putrid Bodics may 
caſt ſuch peſtilential fumes, as all the bene- 
fits of the ſcrutiny will not recompence. I 
Shall therefore in reſpe&t to the Reader 
diſmiſs this noiſome SubjeE&t , and thereby 
givean example with what abhorrence he 
Should alwaics reje&t ſuch kind of dit- 
courſe , remembring the advice of Sr. 
Paul, That all uncleanneſs should not be 
once named among thoſe who would walk 
as becometh Saints, Eph. 5. 3: 
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cipally deſign'd to obſerve , wherein I 
have bin far from making a full and ex- 
att Catalogue : therefore I would have 
no man take this little Tract for a juſt ] , 
Criterion, by which to try himſelf in | 
reference to his words, Yet God grant 
that all that read it , may be able to ap- 
prove themſelves even by this imperfett 
ellay : 
approches towards being hat perfet? man 
St, Zames ſpeaks off, Jam. 3. 1. theſe ] 
being fach faults of the Tongue as are 
the harder to avoid, becaule they are c- 
very day exemplified to us in common 
practice, (nay ſome of them recommend- 
ed as reputable and ingenious.) Anditis 
a (trange inſinuative power Which exam- 
ple and cuſtom have upon us. We ſec 
It 1n every trivial ſecular inſtance, in our 
very habit : thoſe dreſſes which we laugh 


at 1n 


Etures, when by the circulation of time 
and vanity they arc brought about, we 
think 
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Have now touched upon thoſe e- 
normites of Speech which I prin- 
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and the that do's ſo, makes fair 


our forefathers wardrobes or pl- 


very becoming. Tis the ſame in þ 
our 
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our dict : our very palates conform to 
the faſhion, and every thing grows a- 
miable to our fancies, according as tis 
more or leſs received in the world. And 
upon this account all ſobriety and ſtrict 
yertue lies now under a heavy prejudice, 
and no part of it more, then tlus of che 
Tongue, which cuſtom has now entran- 
chized. from all the bonds Moraliſts or 
Divines had laid upon'it. 

2, BuT thegreater the difhcultics are, 
the more it ought to awake our diligence: 
if we lic looſe and carelelly, tis odds we 
Shall be carried away with the ſtream. 
We had need theretore fix our ſelves, and 
by a ſober recollection of the ends for 
which our Specch was givcit us , and the 
account we mult one day give of it, 1m- 
preſs upon our ſelves the baſcnels and 
the danger of miſemploying it. Yet a 
negative innocence will not "ſerve our 
turns, twill but put us in the condition 
of him , who wrapt up ihe talent he was 
commanded to employ, Mat.25. 25. Nay in- 
deed twill be impoſſible ro preſerve c- 
vea that if we aſpire no farther. The 
Tongue 1s a bulic active Part, w.ll ſcarce 
be kept from motion: and tieretore 1f 
that aftivity be not detcrmin'd tor g201 
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objects , twill be practicing upon bad, 
And indeed I believe a great part of its li- 
centiouſneſs is owing to this very thing, 
There are ſo tew good Themes of dif: 
courſe in uſe, that many are driven to 
the ill for want of better. Learning is 
thought Pedantic, Agriculture Peafant- 


like, and Religion the moſt inſufferableof 


all: ſo by excluding all uſeful Subjects of 
converſe, we come together as St Paul( in 
another caſe )ſaies , Not for the better but 
fer the worſe . 1 Cor, 11. 17. And if the 
Philoſopher thought he had loſt that day 
wherein he had not learnt ſomething 
worthy his notice, how many daies do 
we worſe then loſe, by having them 
not only emty of ſolid uſeful acquiſiti- 
ons, but full of noxious and pernicious 
ones? And indeed if they be the one, 
they will not miſs to be the other alſo: 
for the mind 1s like the ſtomac, which if 
it be not ſupplicd with wholeſyme nu- 
riſhment, will at laſt ſuck in thoſe humors 
with which the body moſt abounds. So 
that if in our converſe we do not enter- 
change ſober ufetul nowvons, we ſhall at 
the beſt bur trathique roics and baubles, 
and moſt commonly infection and poi- 
ſon. He therefore that would keep his | 
rongue 
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tongue from betraying himlſelt or others 
to fin, muſt cune it ro a quite contrary 
Key , make it an inſtrument, an incen- 
tive to yertue, by which he ſhall not 
only ſecure the negative part of his duty, 
but comply with the poſitive alſo, in em- 
ploying it to thoſe uſes for which it was 
given him. 

3. I r wouldbe too vaſt an underta- 
king to preſcribe the particular ſubjects of 
ſuch diſcourſe, nay inde:d impoſſible, be- 
cauſe many of them are occaſional, ſuch 
as cannot aforchand be reduced to any 
certain account. This only in the general 
we may reſt upon, that all ſpeech tending 
to the glory of God, or the good of man, 
15 aright dire&ted. Which is notto be un- 
derſtood fo reſtriftively , as it nothing but 
Divinity or the neceſſary concerns of hu- 
man lf. may lawfully be brought into 
diſcourſe : ſomthing 1s to be indulged to 
common civility , more to the intimaces 
and endearments of friendſhip, and a 
competency to thoſe recreative diſcourſes 
which maintain the cheerfulnels of focie- 
ty ; all which are, if moderatly uſed, 
within the latitude of the rulc, as tend- 
ing(tho in alower degree ) to the well- 
being of men, and by conſequent to the 

honor 
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honor of God , who indulges us thoſe in- 
nocent refreſhments. But if the ſubordi- 
nate uſes come to incroch upon the high. 
cr, if wedwell here and look no farther, 
they then become very ſinful by the excels 
which were not {o in their nature. That in- 
ordinacy ſets them in oppoſition to Gods 
deſignation , in which they were allowed 
only a ſecondary place. We ſhould there- 
fore be carctul to improve all opportu- 
nities of letting our tongues pay their 
more immediatc homage to God, in the 
duties of praicrs, and praiſes, making 
them not only the interpreters of our 
pious affections, but the promoters of 
the like in others. And indeed he can 
ſcarce be thought in earneſt, who praies, 
Hallowed be thy name, and do's not as 
much endeavor it with men, as he ſolicites 
it from God. 

4- AND it we anſwer our obligations 
in this point, we hall in it diſcharge the 
higheſt part of our duty to man alſo: for in 
whoſe heart ſocver we can implant a true 
reverential aw of God, we ſow the ſeed 
of immortality , of an endleſs happy be- 
ng, the greateſt the moſt ſuperlative good 
whereot he 1s capable. Beſides in the in- 
terim, we do by it help to manumit and 
IC» 
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releaſe him from thoſe ſervile drudgeries 
to vice, under which thoſe remain who 
live without God in the world. And theſe 
indeed are benefirs worthy the dignity of 
human nature to communicate. And it is 
both ſad 8& ſtrange to ſee among the mul- 
titade and variety of Leagues that are con- 
trated in the world, how few there are of 
theſe pious combinations ; how thoſe who 
chew themſelves concern'd in all the pet- 
ty ſecular intereſts of their friends, never 
take this at all into their care; a pregnant 
evidence how little true Friendehip there 
among men, 

5. I know ſome think they ſufficient- 
Xl excuſe themſelves when they shift off 


is office to Divines, whoſe peculiar 
buſineſs they ſay it is. But this is as if 
one who ſees a poor fainting wretch , 
Should forbear to adminiſter a Cordial 
he has at hand, for fear of intrenching 
on the Phylitians Faculty. Many op- 
portunities a Friend or Companion may 
have which a Divine may want. He ot- 
ten ſees a man in the very fit, and fo 
may more aptly apply : for where there 
is an intimacy of Converſe, men lay 
themſelves open, diſcover thoſe paſlions, 
thoſe vices, which they carefully veil when 
Dd 2 a 
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a ſtrange , or ſeyerer eie approches. Be- 
ſides, as ſuch a one may eaſier diſcern 
the diſeaſe , ſo he has better advantages 
for adminiſtring remedies : ſo Children 
will not take thoſe Medicines from the 
Doctors hand , which they will from a 
Nurſe or Mother : and we are uſually 
too Childiſh in what relates to our Souls, 
look on good counſil from an Eccleſi- 
aſtic as a Divinity Potion, and ſet our 
ſtomacs againſt it; but a Familiar may 
inſenſibly infinuate it into us, and ere 
we arc aware beguile us into health, Yet 
if Lay Perſons will nceds give the Cler- 
the incloſure of this office, they should 

at leaſt withdraw thoſe impediments they 
have laied 1n their way , by depoſiting 
thoſe prejudices which will certainly fru- 
ſtrate their endeavor, Men have in theſe 
later daies bin taught to look on Precach- 
ing asa thing of form to the Hearers, and 
of profit only to the Speakers, a craft 
whereby as Demetrius ſaies They get their 
living. A&ﬀ. 19. 25. But admit it were 
ſo in this laſt reſpe&, yet it do's not in- 
fer it ſhould be ſo in the former. If it 
be a Trade, twas ſure thought (as in all 
Ages but this) a very uſefull one, or elſe 
there would never have bin ſuch incou- 
r agement 
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ragement givento it. No State ever allot- 
ed public certain Salaries far a ſet of 
Men that were thought utterly ulſelels: 
and if there be uſe to be made of them, 
ſhall we loſe our advantages mecrly be- 
cauſe they gain theirs ? We are in nothing 
elle ſo ſenſeleſs: no man will refuſe coun- 
il from a Phyſician, becauſe he lives by 
the Profeſſion, Tis rather an argument 
on his ſide, that becauſe ſuch an mtereſt 
of his own depends on it, he has bin the 
more induſtrious to fit himſelt for it. But 
not to run farther in this digreſſion, I 
ſhall | apply it to my purpoſe , by ma- 
king this equitable propofal , that Lay 
men will not ſo moralize the common 
Fable, as neither to admoniſh one anorher 
themſelves, nor ſuffer Miniſters to do it 
without them. And truly tis hard if nei- 
ther of theſe can be granted when both 
ought, I am ſure all is little enough that 
can be don , tho we should have as the 
Prophet ſpeaks, Precept upon precept, Line 
won line , here a little andthere a little, Il. 
28. 13, Mans nature 1s ſo unattentive 
to good, that there can ſcarce be too ma- 
ny monitors. We ſee Satan tho he have 
a much ſtronger party in our inclina- 


tions , dares not rely upo2 it, bur is (till 
em- 
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employing his emiſlaries , to confirm and 
excite them , and if whilſt he has ſo ma. 
ny Agents among us, God $hall have 
none, we are like to give but an ill account 
of our zeal either to God or our neigh- 
bor, or of thoſe tongues which were gi- 
ven us to glorify the one , and benefit 
the other. Indeed without this , our great- 
elt officiouſneſs in the ſecular concerns of 
others is no kindneſs, When we trive to 
advance the fame, to increaſe the fortune 
of a wicked man, what do we do in it, but 
enable him to do the more miſchiefs, by 
his wealth to foment his own luxuries, and 
by his reputation commend them tothe 


_ of others? He only makes hi 


riend truly rich and great , who tcaches 
him to employ thoſe advantages aright: 
and would men turn their tongues to this 
ſort of Oratory, they would indeed shew 
they underſtood for what ends they were 
21ven them. 

6. BUT as all good receives enhance- 
ment from its being, more diffuſive, fo 
theſe attemts should not be confined to 
ſome one or two intimates or relatives 
but be as extenſive as the common needs, 
or at lcaſt as our opportunities, Tis a ge- 
ncrous ambition to bencfit many , to ob» 
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lige communities : which can no way ſo 
well be don, as by endeavoring to ſubvert 
vicious cuſtoms, which are the peſt and 
poiſons of all ſocieties. The heathens had 
many ceremonies of luſtrations for their 
cities and countries, but he that could pu. 
rify and refine their manners, would in. 
deed attain to the ſubſtance of thoſe sha- 
dows. And becauſe the Apoſtle tells us 
that Evil words corrupt good manners , 
twould be a fundamental piece of refor- 
mation , to introduce a better ſort of con- 
verſe into the world: which 1s an inſtance 
ſo agreeable ro my preſent ſubject, that I 
cannot Cloſe more pertinently, then to 
commend the endeayor to the Reader, 
which if he have bin by this Tract ar all 
convinced of the fin and miſchict of thoſe 
Schemes of diſcourſe decyphered in it , 
cannot be more juſt to his convictions, 
then by attemting to ſupplant them. 

7. IT were indeed a deſign worthy 
of a noble ſoul, to try to new model 
the Age in this particular, to mare 1t 
poſſible for men , to be at once conver- 
fable and innocent. I know twill be ob- 
jefted, tis too vaſt a projet tor one or ma- 
ny ſingle Perſons to undertake : yet dith- 
culties uſe ro animate generous fpirits , 

eſpecially 
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dom , ſo may we of Courage , The Chil. 
dren of this world are more daring then 
the Children of light. The great cor- 
rupters of diſcourſe have not bin ſo di. 
ſtruſtful of themſelves : for tis viſible to 
any that will refle&t, that tis within mang 
memory ſince much of this monſtrous 
exorbitancy of diſcourſe grew in faſhion, 
particularly the Atheiſtical and Blaſphe. 
mous. The firſt propugners of it were 
but few , and durſt then but whiſper their 
black rudiments , yet the world now ſees 
what a Harveſt they have from their de- 
viliſh induſtry, 

8: An ſhall wegive over our Climeas 
forlorn and deſperate, and conclude that 
nothing which is not venemous will 
thrive in our Sil. Would ſome of parts 
and autority but make the experiment, I 
cannot think that all placesare yer fo vi- 
riated, but that they may mect with ma- 
ny , who would ,rclish ſober and ingenu- 
ous diſcourſe , and by their example bea- 
mimated to propagate it to others : butas 
long as Blaſphemy , Ribau!dry, and De- 
traction ſet up for Wit, and carry it with- 
out any compcution , we do implicitly 
yicld 
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eld that title we diſpute not: and tis 


hard to ſay , whether their triumphs be 
more owing to the boldneſs of illmen, 
or the puſillanimity of the good. W hat if 
upon the trial they ſhould mcet withthe 
worſer part of St. Pauls fate at Athens, 
That ſome will mock , Ads 17. 32. yet per- 
haps they may partake of the better alſo, 
and find others that would be willing 79 
hear them again, and ſome few at leaſt may 
cleave unto them. And ſure they are too 
tender and delicate , that will run no ha- 
zard,nor be willing to bear a little ſhare 
in that profane drollery , with which an A- 
poſtle was , and their God 1s daily aflault- 
ed: eſpecially when by this expoſing them- 
ſelves, they may hope togive ſome check 
to that 1impious liberty. However be- 
lides the ſatisfattion of their own conſci- 
ences, they may alſo gain this advantage 
by the attemt, that it may be a good teſt 
by which to try their company. For 
thoſe whom they find impatient of in- 
nocent and profitable converſe, they 
may aſſure themſelves can only enſnare 
not benefit them ; and he is a very weak 
Gameſter , that will be drawn to play up- 
on ſuch termes, as make it highly pro- 
bable for him to loſe, but impoſlible for 
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him to win, Therefore in that caſe the 
advice of Solomon is very proper , Go from 
the preſence of a foobsh man , when thay 
percetveſt not in him the lips of Knowleqp, 
Pro. 14. 7. 

9. Bur he that will undertake ſo He. 
roic an enterprize, mult qualifie himſelf 
forit, by being true to his own preteng 
ſions. He muſt leave no uneven thred in 
his loom, or by indulging to any one 
ſort of reprovable diſcourſe himſelf, des 
feat all his endeavors againſt the re 
Thoſe atry Speculators that have wi 
of the Philoſophers Stone, have requi 
red many Perlonal qualifications , ſtri 
abſtinencies and puritics in thoſe who 
make the experiment. The thing may 
have this ſober application , that thoſe 
who would turn thus Iron Age into Gold, 
that would convert our ruſty drofly Con- 
verle into a purer ſtrein , muſt be per- 
feftly clean themſelves. For alas what 
effect can that man hope from his moſt 
zealous reprchenſions, who laies himſelf 
open to recrimination? He that hears a 
man bitterly inveigh againſt Blaſphemy 
and proftaneneſ,and yer( in that almoſt the 
ſame breath ) hears his monitor inveighas 
bitterly againſt his Neighbor, will —_ | 
thin 
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think him a good guide of his tongue , 
that has but half the maſtery of his own, 
Let every man therefore be ſure to begin 
at the right end of his work , to waſh 
his own mouth clean , before he pre- 
ſcribe Gargariſms to others. And to that 
purpoſe let him impartially refle& on all 
the undue liberties he has given his 
tongue , whether thoſe which have bin 


there remarked, or thoſe others which he 


tay find in all Practical books, eſpe- 
lly in (the moſt Practical of all books) 
own Conſcience. And when he has 
d his ralk thro all its wild rambles, let 
m bring home his ſtray; not like the loſt 
p with joy, but with tears of peni- 
tence and contrition, and keep a ſtrit 
watch over it that it break not looſe again; 
tay farther require it to make ſome reſtt- 
fution for the treſpaſs it has committed 
in its former excurſions, to reſtore to 
God what it has rob'd of his Honor, by 
devoting it ſelf an inſtrument of his ſer- 
vice; to his Neighbor what it has de- 
tracted from him, by wiping off that ſul- 
age it has caſt upon his Fame; and to 
himſelf by defacing thoſe ill Charatters 
of vanity and folly it has imprinted on 
kim, Thus may the Tongue cure its own 
Ee 2 {ting 
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ſting, and by a kind of Sympathetic ver. 


tue, the wound may be healed by drefling 


the weapon. But alas when we have don 
all, the Tongue 1s ſo ſlippery that it will 
ofcen be in danger to deceive our watch: 
Nay it has a ſecret intelligence with the 
heart,which like a corrupted Goaler istoo 
apt to connive at its eſcape. Let us there- 
fore ſtrengthen our guards, call in him 
who ſees all the ſecret. practices of our 
treacherous hearts,and commit both them 
and our tongues to his cuſtody. Let us ſay 
with the Pſalmiſt, Try me, O God, and ſeek 
the ground of my heart. Pla. 129. 23. And 
with him again, Je# 4 watch, O Lord, be- 
fore my mouth, and keep the door of my lips, 
O let not my heart be imclined to any evil 
thing, Pſa. 141.3. And if hand thus joinin 
hand, Prov. 16. 5. if Gods grace be hum- 
bly invoked, and our own endeavour ho- 
neſtly emploicd , even this unruly evil of 
the Tongue (as St. Zames calls it) Cap. 
3. 8. may bc in ſome degree tamed. If 
now and then 1t get a little out by ſtealth, 


yet it will not like the Demonic be ſo |, 


raving ys as quite to break all its chains. 
It we cannot alwaics 1{ccure onr lelves 
from inadvertence and zUrPTriZC 5 but 


that a forbidden word may ſomctimes ef. i 
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cape us, yet we may from deliberate will- 
fol offences of the Tongue. And tho 
weſhould all aſpire higher, yet if we can 
but reach this, we ought not to excuſe 
our ſelves ( upon remaining infirmities) 
from the Chriſtian generous underta- 
king , I was recommending the reform- 
ing of others. Indeed I had made a very 
impertinent exhortation to that, if this 
degree of fitneſs may not be admitted z 
for I fear there would be none on earth 
could attemmt it upon other terms: the 
world muſt ſtill remain as it is, and await 
only the Tongues of Angels to reduce it, 
Nor need we fear that cenſure of Hypo- 
criſy which we find, Mat. 7. 5. for the 
cale 1s very differing, Tis indeed as 
ridiculous as infolent an attemt, for 
one that has a Beam in his own ce, 
to pretend to caſt a Mote out of his bro- 
thers: but it holds not on the contra- 
ry, that he that has a Mote in his own , 
Should not endeavour to remove the 
Beam in his brothers. Every ſpeck do's 
not blind a man, nor do's every infirmt- 
ty make one unable to difcern, or in- 
competent to reprove the groſler faults 
of others. 
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10. YEr after all let us as muchas is 
poſſible clear our cies even of this mote, 
and make our Copy as worth tranſcri. 
bing as we can: for certainly the beſt in. 
ſtrument of reformation 1s exawple : and 
tho admonition may ſometimes be ne- 
ceſſary , yet there are many circumſtan. 
ces required to the right ordering of that, 
ſo that it cannot alwaics be practicable, 
but a good example ever is. Beſides it hay 
a ſecret magnetic vertue, like the Load- 
ſtone it attrafts by a power of which we 
can giveno account: ſo that it ſeems to 
be one of thoſe occult qualities, thoſe 
ſecrets in nature, which have puzled the 
enquirers, only experience demonſtrates 
Iitto us. I am ſure it do's( too abundant- 
ly) in ill examples, and I doubt not 
might do the like in good , if they were 
as plentiful experimented. And that they 
may be ſo, let every man be ambitious 
ro caſt in his mite: for tho two make 
but a farthing, yet they may be multipli- 
ed to the vaſteſt ſum. However if a man 
cannot reform, yet I am ſure twill be 
worth his while, ſo to ſave himſelf from 
this untoward generation, AC. 2. 40. 
have now preſented the Tongue under 2 


double 


Orr nn 


— 


EE 


| 


The Cloſe. 223 


double aſpect , ſuch as may juſtify the an- 
cient Definition of it, that 1t is the worſt 
and beſt part of man, the beſt in its ori- 
ginal and defign , and the worlt in its cor- 
'ruption and degeneration, In David the 
man after Gods hcart it was his glory, Pſa. 
57.8. The beſt member that he had, Pſa. 
108.1. But in the wicked it cuts like a 
tharp Razor, Pla. 52.2. Tis as the venens 
of £Aſps 140. 3. The Tongues from hea- 
yen were Cloven At. 2.2. to be the more 
diffuſive of good : but thoſe that are fired 
from hell arc forked , Jam. 3. 6. tobe the 
more. impreſlive of miſchief; it muſt bs 
referred to every mans choice, into which 
of the forms he will mold his. Solomon 
tells us Death and Life are in the power of 
the Tongue , and that not only direttly in 
regard of the good or ill we may do to 
others, but retlexively alſo , in reſpeCt of 
what may rebound to our ſelves. Let Mo- 
ſes then make the inference from Solo- 
mons premiſes, Therefore chuſe life, Deut. 
30.15. a Propoſal 1o reaſonable, ſo a. 
greeable to nature , that no florishes can 
fender it more inviting. I ſhall therefore 
lave it to the Readers contemplation , 
and ſhall hope that if he pleale bur ro 
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revolve it with that ſeriouſneſs which 
the importance exatts, he will new ſet | 
his tongue, compoſe it to thoſe pious 
Divine ſtreins, which may be a pro 
preludium to thoſe Allelujahs he hopes 
eternally to ſing, 


